Bodhi Severns

Student Spotlight: The Belly Dancing Mentor

June 15th is Saint Vitus day, the patron saint of dance.  This could not have signified a more perfect day for the birth of Roxanne Goon.  Roxanne Goon is currently a music industries studies major and works as a second year Resident Advisor in the dorms.  What sets her apart from the 3,600 people on campus is that she is also an aspiring belly dancer. 

Goon started belly dancing at the age of five.  She first became intrigued with the dance when her mom was involved in a troupe.  She knew even from a young age that it was something she had to do. 

“I became obsessed with it once I saw her (mom’s) group perform, I said I have to do this,” said Goon.

There are many different styles of belly dancing but Goon practices tribal fusion dance, which is more mainstream in America. The classic tribal belly dancing derived in the 1970’s during renaissance fairs in California.  The performers tended to be more “folkloric” according to tribalbellydance.org.  The fusion aspect of this style comes from mixing other forms of dance and intertwining it with the classic form.

Through her belly dancing, Goon has become a mentor to first year resident advisors as well as her residents who live in building four.  Her floor consists of the Living Learning Community geared towards music majors. 

Nam Ung, Community Director of Park West and Music LLC coordinator feels positively about Roxanne’s mentorship through her love and inspiration of music. 

“She strives to create a great deal of opportunities for her residents, providing them with free concerts with the LA Music Chorale and a panel of special guest faculty from the music department.”
Goon has indulged in belly dancing as a stress reliever and teaches other students to do the same. She feels it is a great way to get rid of all the daily pressures that her job, school, and other obligations bring.  One thing she is inspired by is debunking myths about belly dancing as a thing for sexual pleasure for men.

“It’s changed my perspective on a lot of things…I understand more of the foundation of belly dancing as a thing by women for women rather than women trying to impress men.”

The most impacting way Goon feels she mentors is by leading through example.  This is seen through the way in which she mentors through belly dancing. For her it is fun but also “a priority if I want to be successful.”  

In the past week, Roxanne has been asked to interview for an internship with Belly Dance Superstars, one of her career goals that coincides with her music industry dreams. 

“Belly dancing is my addiction, pretty much it’s my drug.”

