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Walmart conditions cause strike

Loren toWnSLey / Photo EDitor

a warehouse worker from the inland Empire marched to City hall in a 50-mile pilgrimage protesting working con-
ditions on Sept. 18. Warehouse Workers united organized the strike and protest. after 15 days on strike, workers 
returned to work Sept. 28 after winning safer working conditions.

anDrEW Clark
neWS edItor

He works in sweltering conditions, often without 
any ventilation or fans, in hours of darkness.

He risks physical injury trying to make his nightly 
quota of 250 boxes an hour while working at a ware-
house with no clean water.

Ruben Valadez, 61, worked through these conditions 
as a lumper, a worker who loads and unloads trailers of 
merchandise that end up on the shelves of Walmart retail 
stores in California.

Valadez was one of 50 workers who walked off the 
job and marched from their Mira Loma plant to Los 
Angeles City Hall. The protest march took six days and 
50 miles through three counties.

As the world’s largest retailer, Walmart employs 
approximately 2.1 million people worldwide. Thousands 
of these workers can be found in retail stores, and also 
in California warehouses similar to the one that Valadez 
works in.

“Trailers come in and we unload merchandise onto 
metal carts or pallet jacks,” Valadez said at a rally at City 
Hall Sept. 18. “Everything you find inside a Walmart 
store, except groceries, is moved at that dock.”

Valadez started working at the warehouse in Febru-
ary for $8.50 an hour and worked from 12:30 a.m. to 8 
a.m.  Throughout his tenure at the warehouse, he was 
unable to generate enough money to pay the rent and was 
evicted from his apartment.

The distribution center is owned by NFI, a privately-
held New Jersey firm that handles transport of goods.  
The Mira Loma warehouse receives Walmart goods from 
the ports of Los Angeles and Long Beach and distributes 
them nationwide.

“Although they work for subcontractors, the heavy 
boxes the workers carry day in 
and day out carry mer-
chandise destined for 
Walmart shelves,” said 
Guadalupe Palma, depu-
ty director of Warehouse 

See Walmart, page 4

average  ca
store em ployee

 wage:  $12.82

2n d quarter
sales: $114 Bi llion

ILLuStratIon by gabriEl ivan orEnDain-nECoChEa /vISuaL edItor

Warehouse heat, lack of water 
prompts workers to protest
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Lecture on changing science in schools
Museum director calls for addition of 
engineering curriculum at K-12 levels
Mercedes richardson
Daily SunDial

The science curriculum is not 
keeping up with the changes of the 
world and as a result, students in 
primary education are not learn-
ing enough about the world they 
live in.

Ioannis Miaoulis, the president 
and director of the Museum of 
Science in Boston, Massachusetts, 
came with a message of how the 
education system has missed the 
target when it comes to teaching 
students about science and how 
engineering goes hand in hand 
with it.

“Science is the discipline that 
teaches kids how the world around 
them works,” said Miaoulis. 

He brought attention to the fact 
that a majority of the curricu-
lum students in primary education 
(K-12) learn is focused on the 
“natural world,” which includes 
subjects like the water cycle, how 
volcanoes work and the vascular 
structure of collected dried leaves. 

Miaoulis stated that 98 percent 
of the education curriculum focus-
es on this realm and students miss 
out on the 2 percent that is consid-
ered the “human-made” world.

Miaoulis said that kids grow up 
without knowing how roads are 
built, how pens work, how planes 

fly and where water comes from, 
among other things.

He described that when he first 
began to suggest changes to the 
science curriculum and started 
his program, his biggest “enemies 
were the science teachers.” 

Despite the opposition in the 
face of additional work for teach-
ers who felt as if they did not 
have enough time to teach students 
the topics already listed in their 
science curriculum, Miaoulis kept 
pushing for the changes that were 
necessary in the academia world. 

He said that his dream was to 
have engineering become its own 
section in the mainstream K-12 
education curriculum by 2015, 
even as he shifted towards becom-
ing the president and director of 
the Museum of Science in 2003. At 
the museum, he wanted his influ-
ence with the world of engineering 
to inspire the students, parents 
and teachers to keep the progress 
towards changing the curriculum 
going.

As a result, Massachusetts was 
the first to start editing its pro-
grams in 1998 to add engineering 
to it successfully in 2000, after 
it had remained unchanged since 
1893. 

Miaoulis talked about several 
reasons why engineering should 
become a focal point in the K-12 
curriculum including: understand-
ing how the “human-made” world 

works, a good way to introduce 
projects that do not relate to the 
“natural world,” math and science 
at each grade level relevant to 
students’ lives and how it helps to 
create an interest in engineering 
careers.

“The mainstream curriculum 
needs to introduce science relevant 
to kids’ lives and CSUN has a great 
opportunity to start leading the 
way to start inspiring students with 
this wonderful curriculum,” said 
Miaoulis. 

Now he wants to spread the 
message with his two programs 
“Engineering is Elementary” and 
“Engineering Adventures,” which 

both focus on introducing students 
to engineering while making it both 
interesting and fun for the students.  

“It was a very inspiring talk,” 
said Dr. S.K. Ramesh, dean of 
the College of Engineering and 
Computer Science, who helped to 
coordinate the event with Robert 
Bucker, dean of the Mike Curb 
College of Arts, Media, and Com-
munications. 

Bucker mentioned at the end of 
the lecture that the National Sci-
ence Foundation (NSF) had donat-
ed several copies of the engineer-
ing books that are used in the K-12 
programs as example materials to 
the Mike Curb college.

Carla adelmann / Daily SunDial

ioannis Miaoulias, director and president of the Museum of science in 
Boston, Massachusetts, lectures a crowd about the K-12 educational 
system and its lack of engineering programs, which affect students’ 
knowledge of the world around them.
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Workers United and CSUN alumna.
In January, warehouses owned 

by NFI in Chino were fined 
$256,445 by Cal/OSHA after 
officials handed out 64 citations, 
including “lack of personal pro-
tective equipment, ineffective 
injury and illness prevention pro-
grams and lack of a heat illness 
prevention program.”

NFI has appealed the citations.
“Workers at the Mira Loma 

warehouse are calling on Walmart 
for them to take responsibility, to 
ensure that the workers at least 
have clean drinking water, work-
ing equipment, fans because the 
temperature inside the warehouses 
often goes up over 110 degrees,” 
Palma said.

Walmart employs more than 
350,000 California workers in its 
stores and suppliers.  The aver-
age wage for a store employee 
is $12.82. During its most recent 
fiscal quarter, Walmart reported 
sales of $114 billion.

"Part of the union playbook is 
to drag the Walmart name into the 
discussion because it gets you guys 
in the media to pay attention," said 
company spokesman Dan Fogle-
man to the Los Angeles Times.

CSUN economics professor 
Robert Krol argues that wages are 
tied to the skills of the workforce.

“They pay the market wage 
for the workers,” Krol said.  “If 
the skill requirements are low, the 
wage will be low.”

Suppliers to big box stores like 
Walmart sell items at a reduced 
price in part because of how 

retailers may buy in bulk.
“Most goods today are still 

manufactured in places like 
China. Usually, because Walmart 
orders mass quantities, they may 
negotiate preferential prices on 
certain items, or buy certain items 
with a bulk discount.  However, 
this isn't any different than a deal 
that Sears, Kmart, or Walgreens 
may negotiate,” a Walmart cloth-
ing producer said on condition of 
anonymity.

Walmart and labor relations in 
China have had a rocky past for 
the better part of a decade.  In 
a 2008 New York Times article, 
workers in southern China fac-
tories earned 55 cents an hour.  
Four years earlier, in a story in 
the Washington Post, a factory 
engineer that built stereos primar-
ily for Walmart, said, “We have 
to constantly cut costs to satisfy 
Walmart.”

Walmart currently has more 
than 10,000 factory suppliers in 
China. In December 2007, a pair 
of nongovernmental organizations 
found multiple work violations 
in plants that supply goods to 
Walmart, including one near Hong 
Kong that employed child labor.  

Despite allegations of worker’s 
rights violations nationally and 
internationally and low wages not 
everyone is angry at Walmart.

“Walmart has always been a 
place to shop at. Good prices and 
a variety of items make it a great 
place for one-stop shopping,” said 
Becky Metcalf, a sign language 
interpreter in Santa Clarita.

Some shoppers are averse to 
Walmart because the profits don’t stay 
in America or help American jobs.

“Shopping at Walmart may be 

cheaper but none of the profits 
go back into the American econ-
omy,” said Laura Pintar, a recent 
Cal State Los Angeles graduate 
in political science. “The few 
aspects that they do contribute 
to the local economy is pittance, 
because those people do not create 
American economic growth.”

Lance Iliev, a computer techni-
cian in Valencia, was previously a 
receiving clerk and had a different 
warehouse experience than that of 
the workers in Mira Loma.

“Safety was always a primary 

concern for the company that I 
worked for, and we did what 
was necessary to be cost effec-
tive and productive while being 
safe,” Iliev said. “We voiced our 
concerns and let our supervisors 
know what issues were and tried 
to create solutions that worked 
best even if we didn’t get what 
we wanted.”

Iliev echoed concerns over the 
workers’ inaccessibility to hydra-
tion and cooling.

“Both of those issues are seri-
ous safety violations, and the com-

pany should be very concerned 
about it,” Iliev said.

Some expressed doubt over 
how they would impact Walmart 
profits if they were to change their 
shopping habits.

“I would like to do what I 
can to encourage Walmart to treat 
their suppliers well, but even if I 
was to boycott them, it’s not like 
it’d do much good,” said Metcalf.

The 15-day strike ended Sept. 28 
with workers going back to work 
after NFI-owned warehouses agreed 
to improving safety conditions.
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Walmart
Continued from page 1

lorEn toWnSlEy / Photo Editor

maria Elena Durazo, executive secretary-treasurer of the los angeles County Federation of labor, 
and united Farm Workers co-founder Dolores huerta marched side by side with warehouse workers 
demanding safer working conditions Sept. 18 in Downtown los angeles.    
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October 4th from 10am - 4pm 
(voter registration until 6pm)

Bayramian lawn: Political booths, clubs and orgs, free food, 
   music, politicians, vendors, and art 

Bookstore lawn: Voter registration hub 

Voter registration throughout campus.

Matador Square: Free speech area and Art
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libertarianism advocates respecting the liberty of 
people to pursue their own happiness to the extent that they 
do not infringe on the liberty of others. In the case of chil-
dren, libertarians advocate strongly in returning to parents 
the freedom in choosing how to raise their children. Most 
moderate libertarians are willing to accept state funding of 
schools, but do not believe that the state should run schools. 
Instead, they propose alternatives, such as charter schools 
and a voucher system.

Charter schools are run independently in the under-
standing that they will deliver academic results. Academic 
Decathlon, a national academic competition between high 
schools, is consistently won by charter schools. Recently, 
a Granada Hills charter school won its second consecu-
tive academic decathlon. Needless to say, charter schools 
are definitely achieving high academic results versus their 
counterparts.

A voucher system is something both simple and at the 
same time revolutionary. Currently, students have little if 
any decision in where they can attend, and are usually sim-
ply designated a school depending on where they live. This 
leads to very little competition between schools to improve 
their teaching standards since students and parents have no 
other option.

Under a voucher system, students decide which school 
they want to attend. Each child would have a voucher 
worth a given amount of money that they could use to pay 
tuition in a private school, or to attend any state school of 
their choice. All children would still be guaranteed primary 
schooling.

Schools would not however be assured that students 
would choose to go to their schools. They would have to 
keep a high standard of quality in order to draw in students 
or they would cease to exist. 

Good schools would prosper, and there would be a new 
incentive for educational entrepreneurs to go into business 
themselves and create new, quality schools. All of those 
who feel frustrated about the inefficient state schools could 

finally have a chance to revolutionize education by found-
ing new schools.

Consider that we are constantly being told our primary 
schools are amongst the worst in the developed world, yet 
our colleges continue to dominant worldwide rankings. 
Why is this? It is because in higher education there is a tre-
mendous amount of choice. State colleges such as CSUN 
are, at the end of the day, very cheap to attend. At the same 
time students have plenty of choices of where to attend if 
they truly dislike being Matadors. Those of us in the Los 
Angeles have CSLA, UCLA, USC, in addition to several 
smaller Cal States and specialty colleges like Southwestern 
Law School. Imagine if these same choices were offered at 
the primary schooling level!

There is one common complaint against the libertarian 
proposal to reform schooling: What if parents decide to 
teach their kids creationism? Doesn’t that justify giving the 
state complete control over schooling? The argument relies 
on the presumption that we need to surrender some of our 
liberties in order to receive safety from the state.

From an economic standpoint, there is justification 
that sometimes you need to give up X in order to get 
more safety. It would be possible for us to minimize car 
casualties to zero if we all rode around on tanks. The 
sacrifice though would be speed, gas efficiency, and 
increased cost in maintaining roads. The fact that we 
don’t ride around in tanks is proof that we are okay with 
some car related deaths in exchange for the convenience 
of our current cars. 

The same is true about schooling; voucher schools 
might specialize in one field of academics and have a lousy 
biology department that teaches creationism, but this would 
be acceptable if the students had no interest in biology. I am 
sure to anger some biologists, but scores of professions do 
not need to know if or how evolution works. 

Ultimately, this choice between trade-offs should be up 
to parents who often have the best interests of the children 
at heart. If it is true that state schools will make sure that 
students receive a certain level of education, then parents 
will still have the choice to send their schools to any state 
school they wish for free. However those parents who want 
to send their children elsewhere will also have the choice. 
The voucher system at no points reduces school choice, but 
always expands upon it.

Unfortunately, neither major presidential candidate is in 
favor of a true voucher system.

Romney is in support of providing reform to allow 
low-income and disabled students greater choice in what 
schools they attend, but this is a strange approach. If school 
choice is genuinely good, then why not offer it to everyone?

Obama’s main efforts in education seem to be in 
increasing funding, but a recent study by California Watch 
shows that there is very little correlation with increased 
funding and improved education without accompanying 
reforms in administration.

Romney wishes to grant states greater power over 
education and Obama is against the current No Child Left 
Behind policy — both candidates understand the need 
to localize education, but it is unclear just how well they 
understand.

 On the bright side, both candidates are in support of 
charter schools, which is definitely a move forward in bet-
tering education.

– Michelangelo Landgrave is President of the CSUN 
Libertarian Club, an illegal alien from Mexico, a Whovian 
and a student of Economics.

SOcial media 
commentary

last fall a suspected gunman caused an evacuation of 
the Oviatt library and the campus community wasn't in-
formed until much later. This year a similar scare occurred. 
How do you feel about safety at cSUN? What about how 

soon the campus is informed about incidents like this?

Freedom of choice will 
improve education quality At this point in the election cycle and before the 

presidential debates air, who would you vote for? ?
Question of the Day

?

?

OBAMA ROMNey undecided

First Presidential Debate:  Wednesday Oct. 3
topic: Domestic policy
air time: 6:00-7:30 p.m. Pacific time
Location: University of Denver in Colorado
Participants: President Barack Obama and Governor Mitt Romney
moderator: Jim Lehrer (Host of NewsHour on PBS)
Sponsor: Commission on Presidential Debates

Your Choices:

Join the discussion in the 
Opinions section at

DaILySUnDIaL.com

River Ave Guy Are you kidding... 
"Suspected" gunman ?????
September 27 at 9:14am · Like

Lori Kambourian I am actually sick 
to death of all these "suspected" gunmen. 
CSUN really doesn't do anything to ease our 
minds. Now they've started not even telling 
us that there might be a gunmen. Great.
September 27 at 9:25am via mobile · Like · l3

Wesley Lewis If they would start handing 
out free food samples like at costco maybe 
these people would be able to calm down 
and not bring guns to school :]
September 27 at 10:01am · Like · l2

Alexander Jahilian they need to organize 
the notifications better; i received an email half 
hour after this semester's incident, but never 
received a text even though i am registered for it
September 27 at 11:52am via mobile · Like

LIbertarIan 
wIth a bowtIe

mIcheLangeLo LanDgrave
cONTribUTOr
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Hp PAVILION 
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Contact:  Mr. Freedman
 (310) 869-3210

How to play: 
Fill in the grid so that every row, 
every column, and every 3x3 box 
contains the digits 1 through 9.

Solution above.

Say you saw it in the Sundial Classifieds!

ANNOUNCEMENTS HOUSING

The Daily Sundial does not 
knowingly accept advertisements that 
discriminate on the basis of race, eth-
nicity, religious preference, national 
origin or sex. 

The Daily Sundial accepts 
no responsibility for claims in or 
response to advertisements placed in 
the paper. Be cautious in answering 
ads, especially when you are asked 
to send cash or provide personal or 
financial information.
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sudoku

Los Angeles Times Daily Crossword Puzzle 
Edited by Rich Norris and Joyce Lewis

FOR RELEASE OCTOBER 2, 2012

ACROSS
1 Funnylady

Rudner
5 Pack the

groceries again
10 Eyes, to Juanita
14 Oodles
15 Condescend
16 Ivory soap ad

word
17 Wagon boss’s

directive
19 Suffix with opal
20 Arnaz of “Here’s

Lucy”
21 “Bewitched”

witch
23 PennySaver

listing, usually
26 Pitches well?
27 Lacking direction
29 Home of

Dolphins and
Marlins

32 Bunch of bills
35 Potted herb spot
36 Deep valley
37 Winged deity
39 Replay type,

briefly
41 Cabinet dept.

concerned with
power

42 Symbolize
44 Cup of joe
46 Singleton
47 Failed to act
48 One of the M’s in

MoMA
50 “The Hunger

Games” actor
Kravitz

52 Places in a
pyramid

56 Scrambled
alternative

59 Give a hoot
60 River isles
61 “See?” follower
64 Prego rival
65 Nixon staffer G.

Gordon __
66 Get ready, as for

surgery
67 Food for hogs
68 Close call
69 Discontinues

DOWN
1 “Unmistakably

Lou” Grammy
winner

2 Intestinal section
3 Puccini classic

4 Head Hun
5 Dietary guideline

letters
6 Always, to Pope
7 Many eBay

clicks
8 Filled with horror
9 Pointy-hatted

garden character
10 Talk show

caller’s
opportunity

11 “War on Drugs”
slogan

12 Theater sect.
13 “__ penny, pick it

up ...”
18 Uses a

blowtorch on
22 Soprano Gluck
24 Give up one’s

seat, say
25 Herb used in

borscht
28 Nickname in

Olympics
sprinting

30 Big name in
faucets

31 Memo starter
32 Marries
33 Field of study
34 “Hold on!”
36 Witches’

assembly

38 Recovers from a
night on the
town

40 Whipped up
43 Actress Daly
45 Pretentiously

highbrow
48 “__ River”: 2003

drama directed
by Clint
Eastwood

49 Pessimist’s
phrase

51 Catches red-
handed

53 Weep for
54 Cleared tables
55 Calls it quits
56 Rowboat pair
57 Perfume

container
58 “Star Wars”

philosophizer
62 Pres., for one
63 Hide the gray,

maybe

Monday’s Puzzle Solved

By Don Gagliardo and C.C. Burnikel 10/2/12

(c)2012 Tribune Media Services, Inc. 10/2/12

Solution to 
today’s sudoku
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over 900 job 
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Los Angeles area!

dailysundial.com

CLASSIFIED DISCLAIMER

Room for rent: $600. 
Utilities/cable included, female 
preferred, shared bathroom/
kitchen, no smoke/illegal drugs, 
no pets. 
Call (818) 505-4980

Place online 
classi� eds for free 

with your CSUN 
email address!

Get started at 
dailysundial.com/

classi� eds
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ANDREW CLARK
NEWS EDITOR

After defeating the 
Long Beach State 49ers 
Thursday night at the Mat-
adome, the CSUN women’s 
volleyball team was look-
ing like it would keep the 
winning momentum going 
against UC Irvine, a team 
that got swept by Hawai’i in 
Honolulu Thursday.

Unfortunately for CSUN, 
that plan didn’t account for the 
Anteaters performing so well in 
the Matadome.

The Anteaters ended 
CSUN’s three-match win streak 
Saturday night, defeating North-
ridge in four sets 17-25, 19-25, 
25-21, 19-2.

“Neither team was playing 
extremely well offensively and 
I think it was two pretty good 
defensive teams going after 
each other,” said head coach Jeff 
Stork.  “Both sides had pretty 
significantly low sideout per-
centages, but they were able to 
press us a whole lot more on the 
serving side.”

Junior outside hitter Britney 
Graff had 14 kills and 18 digs to 
lead CSUN while Irvine redshirt 
freshman Marisa Bubica had a 
game-high 16 kills and eight 
digs for UCI.

“I just tried to stay positive 
and do what I can to lift up my 
team,” Graff said.

The Anteaters had four 
players with double-digit kills, 
whereas the Matadors only had 

two.
CSUN started the first set on 

a 5-0 run thanks in part from two 
Graff power kills and a Graff hit 
off an Irvine block.

Irvine responded with a 3-0 
run of its own, including stuff-
ing Graff and sophomore middle 
blocker Casey Hinger a the net.  

Hinger had three blocks and four 
block assists, but was limited to 
three kills for the night.

The Matadors were up 7-3, 
but the Anteaters closed the gap 
to 10-7 and Irvine middle block-
er Shannon Fleming blocked a 
Graff kill to make it 10-8 CSUN.  
Fleming finished with 12 kills, 

eight digs, and six block assists.
Bubica tied up the game with 

a power kill and soon after gave 
another cross court kill to make 
it 13-11 Anteaters.

Junior outside hitter Mahi-
na Haina ended the UCI rally 
with a kill, but Irvine quickly 
regained momentum with a 

trickler over the Matador’s front 
defense.  Haina had 10 kills and 
11 digs in the match.

Irvine continued to pound 
the Northridge defense from 
the outsides to make it 19-14 
Anteaters before Stork called 
a timeout.

Junior setter Sydney 
Gedryn tried to jumpstart a 
Matador rally, but freshman 
opposite hitter Cieana Stinson 
powered the ball through the 
backcourt and out of bounds 
to make it 23-17 UCI.

Late in the second set, the 
frustrated Matadome faithful 
yelled at referees for not call-
ing a double hit on Irvine, who 
won the second set 25-18.  The 
Matadors were out-blocked 8-4 
and had a hitting percentage of 
.093 through two sets.

Part of the low hitting per-
centage problem could be attrib-
uted to players being out of sync 
with each other.

“We were struggling to stay 
in rhythm,” Stork said. “I don’t 
think our passing was particular-
ly good, which creates an issue 
with finding consistency with 
the rhythm of the offense. The 
timing from the pass to the set to 
the attack was off.”

Early in the third set, another 
no-call for a double touch tied 
the score at three and left Stork 
pacing the sidelines.

Hinger vented frustration out 
on the ball via a spike down on 
an Anteater defender, helping 
CSUN cut the UCI lead to 9-7.

Haina hammered the ball 
onto Fleming to make it 
10-9, but was later roofed 
twice by Marissa Alvarez 

and Ella Rosenfeld to make 
it 12-9 Irvine.

Sophomore middle blocker 
Sam Kaul and Graff roofed an 
oncoming Irvine attack to even 
the game at 14, which kept a 9-3 
run going before the Anteaters 
hit off the block to make it 18-15 
Matadors.

Graff hit a ball off the block 
that started to float back into 
Matador territory, but Hinger 
sent it right back to UCI for a 
23-21 Northridge lead.

Hinger and Gedryn stuffed 
the Irvine attack to take the 
third set 25-21, closing the set 
on a 4-0 run.

Midway through the 
fourth set, a setting error 
by Alvarez gave Haina a 
chance to extend the rally 
and make it 14-11 UCI, but 
Irvine made three consecu-
tive kills, two into the far 
left zone and another on the 
right, all three off Haina, to 
give the Anteaters a 19-12 
lead, which Northridge 
never recovered from.

Graff and the team are look-
ing to improve their consistency 
on a pending road trip.

“Some teams get runs on 
us,” she said.  “We can use the 
great moments we had in the 
game and use them as momen-
tum to play more steady 
throughout the game.”

The Matadors begin a 
three-game road trip next 
weekend to UC Santa Barbara, 
Cal Poly, and a rematch with 
nationally-ranked Hawai’i, a 
team CSUN nearly beat earlier 
this month when the Wahine 
visited the Matadome.
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Anteaters march through CSUN
Northridge offense stalls against UC Irvine Saturday in four-set loss, head on three-game road trip

CASEY DELICH
DAILY SUNDIAL

Opening their Big West Con-
ference play Sunday night against the 
visiting Hawai’i Rainbow Wahine, 
the Matadors won convincingly in a 
2-0 shutout.

Controlling the pace of the game 
and having possession of the ball 
throughout most of the first half 
helped the Matadors (4-3-4) keep the 
shorter, faster Hawai’i (5-5-2) team 
off-balance.

Northridge was able to score their 
quickest goal of the season, only a 
little over a minute into the game.  
A shot cleared away after a deflec-
tion off a Wahine defender by senior 
forward Melissa Fernandez bounced 
toward senior defender Nicole Cruz 
who buried it in the back of the net for 
her first goal of the season.

“I was a little nervous just because 
I saw no one was in front of the goal,” 
Cruz said. “I was excited when it went 

in. I just hope the rest of the season 
goes as well as today.”

Many of CSUN’S Matadors 
weren’t successful as multiple shots 
sailed above the goal, including a 
header off the post. The Rainbow 
Wahine’s last defender made multiple 
stops on the Matadors’ offense, kill-
ing momentum and rendering them 
unable to finish fast breaks.

Hawai’i came out in the second 
half looking like a different team, 
using their size and speed to their 
advantage and taking control of the 
ball. However, the Matadors’ defend-
ers didn’t find that much of a problem.

“I think along with the size, we 
had our own speed, and played our 
game, didn’t find it as much of a 
problem,” said junior defender Chloe 
McDaniel.

The Rainbow Wahine’s time as the 
dominant team wouldn’t last for long 
though, as the Matadors fought back 
against their onslaught.

Scoring her first goal of the night, 
and third point, Fernandez picked up 
a ball that was deflected off the goalie 

on a shot by redshirt sophomore, for-
ward Brittanie Sakajian, and shot it 
into the lower left corner of the goal.

“I finished something that Brit-
tanie had already started,” Fernandez 
said. “She shot it, and it was a rebound 
really, I was like ‘I’m getting this ball’ 
and put it in the back of the net.”

Fernandez is tied for the team lead 
in goals, with two, and assists, with 
four, while leading the team with 
eight points on the season.

Coming off hard losses to Santa 
Clara, University of San Diego, and 
Friday’s tie to Portland, a win was 
something that the Matadors desper-
ately needed and achieved.

“It feels great, anytime you win 
in Division I feels great, I don’t care 
who you beat in Division I,” said head 
coach Keith West.

Keeping the Rainbow Wahine on 
their defensive half helped the Mata-
dors reach a season low on shots 
allowed, with six, including no shots 
on goal in the second half.

Sunday’s shutout win puts 
senior goalkeeper Cynthia Jacobo 

at 26 wins, five short of the school 
record, and 21 shutouts for her 
career.

“I’m proud of my team,” West 
said. “When you got to travel on a 

Wednesday and Thursday and have 
a short week to get ready for a con-
ference game is hard. I thought we 
responded great, proud of the team, 
they are a good side.”

CSUN opens Big West play with win

NESTOR GARCIA / CONTRIBUTOR

Senior defender Nicole Cruz, who scored both of the Matadors’ goals, 
leaps over a Rainbow Wahine defender in 2-0 shutout victory.

AMBER CANYON / CONTRIBUTOR

Junior setter Sydney Gedryn and the CSUN offense wasn’t enough for CSUN Sunday.


