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More than 50 students 
waited in line at the Satellite 
Student Union Tuesday to vote 
either for the first time or once 
again for the presidential elec-
tion.

Some students, like Taylor 
Barker, were voting for the first 
time. Barker, a freshman liberal 
studies major, said her beliefs 
and research helped shape her 
votes and thinks Barack Obama 
will win a second term.

“Most people I talk to said 
they were voting for him,” 
Barker said. “He’s done a good 

job so far and has stuck to what 
he’s said.”

Other students said their 
classes or TV programs, such as 
The Daily Show, shaped their 
votes.

“I watch a lot of Current TV, 
MSNBC, CNN and other news 
networks,” said Bryson Wal-
lace. “The Colbert Report and 
The Daily Show have helped 
me out, too.”

Wallace, junior recreation 
and tourism management 
major, hopes that voters are 
well informed on the issues 
before they cast their ballots, 
especially regarding Proposi-
tion 30.

“Hopefully (proposition) 30 
will pass because it’s meant to 
help the students,” he said. “If 
people are informed I don’t see 
why it wouldn’t pass.”

Campus Voice Donna Rodriguez/ 
Daily Sundial

Do you want Proposition 30 to pass? 
Do you think it actually will?

Amanda Mcarthur 
linguistics 

 
“I don’t actually know the text but 
sometimes it comes down to the 

quality of education.”

George Stewart 
business management

“Yes, because we are already 
struggling students, so any 

proposition will help. There are a 
lot of people who care so I think 

the message got out.”

Nick Cane
film major

“I think it will pass but the biggest 
problem is Proposition 38.”

Lina Vartan 
psychology

“If it does what it says it’s going to 
do, I want it to pass. I do think it 

will pass because California is very 
Democratic.”

Cassandra Irvin
sociology

“Yes, I can’t afford school if it 
doesn’t pass. Actually I do believe 

it will pass, because a lot of people 
care about their education.”

Andrew Nelson 
computer science

“Yes, school’s education is priority. I 
think more people are recognizing 
how college can affect their future 

and (the future) of others.”

Matadors cast their votes
Gabrielle Moreira / Daily Sundial

Students wait in line to vote at the Satellite Student Union.

In “Professor receives EOP mentoring award,” 
published Nov. 6, it stated that EOP stands for 
Equal Educational Program, when it stands for 
Educational Opportunity Program. 

correction
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Republican Scott Wilk 
beat out Democrat Edward 
Headington by 61 percent for 
the 38th District Assembly seat. 
The district was represented by 
Republican Cameron Smyth 
until he reached his term limits 
this year. 

Jeannie Atkins, of Newhall, 
celebrated Wilk’s victory with 
more than 100 people. The dis-
trict was represented by Repub-
lican Cameron Smyth until he 
reached his term limits this year.

“I’m going up there to repre-
sent you,” Wilk said during his 
victory speech at a post-election 
party in Valencia. “This is my 
pledge to you. First thing we’re 
going to do, because Proposition 
30 is going to fail, we need to get 
rid of those trigger cuts.”

Wilk said the proposed trig-
ger cuts, if Proposition 30 fails, 
were a political ploy and that 
education cannot function prop-
erly if California does not invest 
in it. He compared the trigger 
cuts to the bullet train that will 
connect from Los Angeles to 
San Francisco.

“In the next 30 years, with 
interest, the ‘bullet train to 
nowhere’ will be at $800 mil-
lion,” he said. “That’s almost 
the same amount as the trigger 
cuts.”

Wilk owns a public affairs 
firm and is a board trustee for 
College of the Canyons. He has 
served as chief of staff for Con-
gressman, and fellow Republi-
can, Tom McClintock. Wilk also 
worked for Rep. Buck McKeon, 
whose wife also ran for the dis-
trict seat.

Wilk had been endorsed by 
McClintock, Smyth, and Con-

gressman Elton Gallegly, who 
represents the 24th District.

Asked how he will deal with 
the redrawn district, Wilk told 
the Sundial that the lines are 
similar to the early 1990s. The 
district comprises Santa Clarita, 
Acton, Montrose, La Crescenta, 
Glendale and Simi Valley, which 
is in Ventura County.

“There are three distinct geo-
graphic areas, but I think they 
share similar values,” he said. 
“As far as meeting constituent 
needs, we’ll have to be more 
aggressive.”

Going back to the state leg-
islature, Wilk said many people 
were “too far to the left or too far 
to the right” and these problems 
lead to a lack of compromise.

“Wilk is going to do very 
well,” Atkins said. “He’s a 
member of our community, has 
served on many foundations and 
he’s a strong Republican.”

Congress stays the same

Wilk, a GOP bright spot

Republicans maintain House, Democrats keep Senate

Republican victorious in 38th Assembly District 

Obama gets four more years

Charlie Kaijo / Assistant Photo Editor

Assemblyman Scott Wilk waves at drivers at a Valencia shopping center.

McClatchy-
Tribune
 Wire Service

WASHINGTON—
Democrats appeared to 
retain control of the Senate 
on Tuesday while Repub-
licans will continue to rule 
the House of Representa-
tives, after congressional 
elections that featured sev-
eral high-profile races.

Democrats swept some 
of the most high-profile 
Senate contests, including 
the face-off between incum-
bent Republican Sen. Scott 
Brown and Democrat and 
consumer advocate Eliza-
beth Warren.

Early returns showed 
Sen. Dianne Feinstein lead-
ing GOP contender Eliza-
beth Emken in the Califor-
nia race.

In Indiana, Democratic 
Rep. Joe Donnelly defeat-
ed Republican state Trea-
surer Richard Mourdock for 
the seat being vacated by 
Republican Sen. Richard 
Lugar.

Similarly, in Missouri, 
Democratic Sen. Claire 
McCaskill, long thought to 
be one of the most vulner-
able incumbents, defeated 
Republican Rep. Todd Akin, 
who created a controversy 
this summer when he said 
that women rarely got preg-
nant in case of “legitimate 

rape.” A lot of mainline 
Republican support deserted 
him as a result.

In Wisconsin, Demo-
cratic Rep. Tammy Bald-
win bested popular Repub-
lican former Gov. Tommy 
Thompson, becoming the 
first openly gay member of 
the Senate. 

Democrats also retained 
Virginia’s Senate seat, as 
Tim Kaine defeated Repub-
lican George Allen, a former 
senator, in the battle of for-
mer Virginia governors. 

In the House, televi-
sion networks projected 
that Speaker John Boehner, 
R-Ohio, would continue to 
wield the speaker’s gavel 
with a majority that might 
grow once the evening ends. 
The House results represent 
a bitter setback for Dem-
ocrats, who’d hoped to at 
least make a dent in the 
Republican majority.

On the Senate side, 
Republican dreams of 
picking up four seats and 
becoming the majority party 
in that chamber seemed 
dashed as incumbent Demo-
crats racked up early wins. 
Democrats held on to six 
seats early as Sens. Bill Nel-
son of Florida, Joe Man-
chin of West Virginia, Shel-
don Whitehouse of Rhode 
Island, Thomas Carper of 
Delaware and Benjamin 
Cardin of Maryland won 
easily.

The sixth was a mar-
quee match in New Eng-

land, where Democratic 
Rep. Christopher Murphy 
defeated Republican chal-
lenger Linda McMahon, a 
former wrestling executive 
who spent more than $42 
million of her own money 
on her campaign, for the 
open Connecticut Senate 
seat created by the retire-
ment of independent Sen. 
Joe Lieberman, who cau-
cused with the Democrats.

Two New England inde-
pendents, incumbent Sen. 
Bernard Sanders of Vermont 
and Angus King of Maine, 
won their contests. Sanders, 
a fierce liberal, caucuses and 
often votes with the Demo-
crats. 

Republicans were hop-
ing to wrest control of the 
Senate from Democrats, 
who, along with two inde-
pendents who vote mainly 
Democratic, control 53 of 
the chamber’s 100 seats.

While Democrats and 
Republicans jousted for 
control of the Senate, there 
was no doubt that the lat-
ter would continue to wield 
the speaker’s gavel in the 
House.

Republicans hold a 240-
190 majority in the House; 
Democrats would need a net 
gain of 25 seats to recap-
ture control. That was a tall 
order, largely because redis-
tricting in several Republi-
can-controlled states helped 
secure incumbents and cre-
ated friendlier terrain for 
Republican challengers.

Andrew Clark
news editor

President Obama won a 
second term shortly before 8:30 
p.m. after keeping nearly all the 
states he won in his 2008 elec-
tion.

Once the president was pro-
jected to win Ohio, a battle-
ground state 
with 18 elec-
toral votes, and 
Iowa, with six 
electoral col-
lege votes, the 
president had 
secured more 
than the 270 
votes required 
to win another 
four-year term.

“The task of 
perfecting our 
union moves 
forward,” Obama said in a vic-
tory speech in Chicago.  “We are 
an American family and we rise 
or fall together as one nation.”

Romney thanked his family 
and his running mate, Wiscon-
sin congressman Paul Ryan, his 
campaign staff and supporters 
for both his presidential cam-
paign and his failed run in 2008.

“This is a time of great chal-
lenges for America and I pray 

that the president will be suc-
cessful in guiding our nation,” 
Romney said during his conces-
sion speech in Boston.  “Our 
leaders have to reach across the 
aisle to do the people’s work.  
We look to Democrats and 
Republicans in government at 
all levels to put the people before 
the politics.”

Earlier in the day during a 
visit to a local campaign office 

in his hometown 
of Chicago, the 
president congrat-
ulated Romney on 
“a spirited cam-
paign.” Obama 
said he was “con-
fident we’ve got 
the votes to win, 
that it’s going to 
depend ultimately 
on whether those 
votes turnout.”

Romney cam-
paigned with run-

ning mate Ryan in Ohio, the 
archetypal swing state that 
played a central role again this 
year.

“You know intellectually 
I’ve felt we’re going to win 
this and have felt that for some 
time,” Romney told reporters 
prior to flying back to his Boston 
campaign headquarters. “We left 
nothing in the locker room. We 
fought to the very end.”

Obama struck an optimistic 
tone after running a tough cam-
paign.

“We know in our hearts, that, 
for the United States of America, 
the best is yet to come,” Obama 
said.

The economy and jobs were 
the overwhelming concerns of 

American voters, with nearly 8 
percent unemployment on elec-
tion day a slightly higher rate 
than when Obama took office.

The turning point, by all 
accounts, came Oct. 3, in Den-
ver, when the two men met 
onstage for the first time. One 
of the largest TV debate audi-

ences in history magnified the 
importance of the event, as did 
subsequent media coverage, vir-
tually all of it highly favorable 
to Romney.

But Obama closed the gap in 
the final weeks of the campaign. 
An October surprise, in the form 
of one of the fiercest coastal 

storms to strike the mid-Atlantic 
in memory, allowed Obama to 
step away from the campaign 
grind and back into his role as 
president.

McClatchy news services 
reporter Paul West contributed 
to this story. 

courtesy of mctRomney

not yet counted

Map labeled by Sundial production

source:s CBS news, NBC news, ABC news, CNN news
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Democratic Congress-
man Brad Sherman led 
Democratic Congressman 
Howard Berman by 19 per-
cent with 10 percent of pre-
cincts reported early this 
morning.

Dense fog prevented a 
helicopter from deliver-
ing ballots to a registrar’s 
office in the city of Nor-
walk, which left both can-
didates waiting longer for 
results. Sherman had 59.4 
percent of the votes while 
Berman only had 40.6 per-

cent.
“I don’t know how this 

will turn out,” Berman said 
at an Encino campaign site 
Tuesday night. “If we win, 
we celebrate. If we lose, 
we can be disappointed for 
a while, but don’t disen-
gage.”

Both Democratic rep-
resentatives were pitted 
against each other follow-
ing the redistricting of the 
30th district based on 2010 
Census data. 

Although Berman has 
been endorsed by some big 
names and organizations, 
including President Barack 
Obama, Gov. Jerry Brown 
and the Los Angeles Times, 
Sherman took the lead in 
the primaries and consis-
tently rated higher in the 

polls.
Their similar voting 

records and stances on 
hot button issues such as 
immigration, education and 
healthcare set the stage for 
heated debates, personal 
attacks and, during an Oct. 
11 debate at Pierce College, 
a physical confrontation. 

“I didn’t go into poli-
tics to run against How-
ard Berman,” said Sherman 
Tuesday night. “It has been 
a humbling experience to 
seek the support of the San 
Fernando Valley.”

Both incumbents have 
backed initiatives that ben-
efited college students. 
Sherman voted for the Col-
lege Cost Reduction Act, 
which kept student loans 
from doubling, while Ber-

man voted to increase fund-
ing for students receiving 
Pell Grants. 

Among Berman’s 
crowd about 200 support-
ers, CSUN student Melis-
sa Realegeno attended the 
rally at her first election.

“It’s very nice,” said 
Realegeno. “I like to see the 
energy of politics, who’s in 
it and who’s involved.”

She said she was con-
cerned about the fate of the 
state propositions, especial-
ly Proposition 30 which she 
felt was directly related to 
the future of her education.

“I read the pros and cons 
and made sure I knew what 
I was voting for,” she said. 
“I think it’s very important 
for students to be politi-
cally active.”
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Prop. 30 still 
too close to call
Measure narrowly leads in results

Incumbents battle it out
Congressmen Berman and Sherman race held up by ballot delays

Ashley 
Soley-Cerro
editor in chief

The fate of California’s 
education system remained 
undecided as of midnight 
Tuesday, with 50.4 percent in 
favor and 49.6 percent against 
Proposition 30.

The 2012-13 general fund 
budget puts several trigger 
cuts into effect if Proposition 
30 does not pass, including 
$250 million to both the Cal 
State University and Universi-
ty of California systems, $5.4 
billion from community col-
leges and K-12 education, and 
substantially smaller cuts to 
other government programs. 

“Lets raise our taxes for 
our kids and schools,” said 
Gov. Jerry Brown, Tuesday. “I 
thank and acknowledge every-
one who supports that – it’s 
a wide coalition that doesn’t 
normally agree.” 

Nearly half a million stu-
dents enrolled in the Cali-
fornia State University sys-
tem will endure a 5 percent 
tuition increase if the propo-
sition does not pass, as voted 
by the board of trustees Sept. 
19 in an 11-3 vote. 

If Brown’s tax initiative 
does pass, CSU students will 
receive a rebate from the 9 
percent tuition increase they 
endured during the 2011-2012 
academic year. Students that 
have graduated will receive 
a check for $250, financial 
aid will be altered to reflect 
the change for students who 
receive it and returning stu-
dents will receive credit for the 
following semester. 

The measure, supported by 
the California Faculty Asso-
ciation, California Federation 
of Teachers, CSUN’s own 
Associated Students, and sev-
eral other education groups 
would charge an additional 

quarter cent sales tax for four 
years and will increase the 
personal income tax for indi-
viduals who make more than 
$250,000 a year, from 9.3 
percent to as much as 12.3 
percent, according to the Leg-
islative Analyst’s Office.

Joshua Pechthalt, presi-
dent of CFT, said Proposition 
30 does not solve all our 
problems, but it is a step in 
the right direction.

“My daughter’s school (a 
public junior high) hasn’t 
had a full school year for 
the last five years, and if 
Proposition 30 doesn’t pass 
she will lose another three 
weeks,” Pechthalt said.

LAO estimated this could 
bring in an additional $6.8 
billion in annual revenue. 
Funds would be kept in the 
newly created Education 
Protection Account, which 
would supplement the 40 
percent of the general fund 
budget that must be allocat-
ed for K-12 and community 
colleges, due to a constitu-
tional amendment made by 
Proposition 98 in 1988.

Prominent opposers of the 
tax include National Federa-
tion of Independent Business, 
the Small Business Action 
Committee and the Howard 
Jarvis Taxpayers Association. 

Issues with the way Cali-
fornia’s legislature allocates 
money and has increasingly 
chosen to defund education 
is a key argument against 
Proposition 30.

“From our perspective, 
the defeat of (Proposition) 
30 will hopefully spur the 
legislature to do what they 
should have been doing for 
the last 15 years, which is to 
prioritize spending and deal 
with the waste issues, or lux-
ury items, including the high-
speed rail,” said Jon Coupal, 
president of the Howard Jar-
vis Taxpayers Association.

Prop 30
Yes: 51.9%
No: 48.1%

Prop 31
Yes: 40.4%
No: 59.6%

Prop 32
Yes: 45.8%
No: 54.2%

Prop 33
Yes: 46.1%
No: 53.9%

Prop 34
Yes: 45.9%
No: 54.1%

Prop 35
Yes: 82%
No: 18%

Prop3 6
Yes: 68.6%
No: 31.4%

Prop 37
Yes: 45%
No: 55%
Prop 38

Yes: 26.9%
No: 73.1%

Prop 39
Yes: 59.4%
No: 40.6%

Prop 40
Yes: 72.7%
No: 27.3%

State ballot measures 
51.4  percent of precincts reporting:

Scan QR code to 
see our election 
coverage and 
updated results

Loren Townsley / Photo Editor

Brad Sherman gets excited at the prospect of President Obama being re-elected.

Andres Aguila / senior staff

Howard Berman talks to the press during a gathering on Tuesday night at his campaign headquarters in Encino. 
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POLITICIZE YOUR MIND

ILLUSTRATION BY  CAITLIN SHIEH/ CONTRIBUTOR

The presidential election is finally 
over, as Barack Obama took more than 
300 electoral votes. While many vot-
ers casted their ballots with excitement 
Nov. 6, the sad truth is that for a vast 
swath of the electorate, their votes sim-
ply did not count – at least not in the 
way that they should have.

I did not vote for either Barack 
Obama or Mitt Romney, but for a third-
party candidate. When I casually men-
tioned this to a colleague before the 
election, I was told it was a stupid thing 
to do because voting outside of the two 
parties was like throwing my vote away. 

What struck me was the irony in the 
situation. The person who criticized me 
was invariably going to vote for Rom-
ney. In California, any vote for Romney 
is an effort in futility – my colleague’s 
vote did not count, just like my third 
party vote did not count. 

This is due to our system of voting 
using the Electoral College. Its intent 
is admirable, but its execution has been 
anything but positive in recent years.

The Electoral College had a time and 
place in our history. It was laid out in 
Article II of our Constitution and was 
designed so that the number of electoral 
votes is equal to the number of represen-
tatives in Congress. The total number 
of votes currently stands at 538, which 
breaks down to 435 for the number of 
members in Congress and 100 for the 
number of senators and an additional 
three for the District of Columbia. To 
win the presidential election, a candi-
date has to reach a minimum of 270 
electoral votes. 

This often means that states like 
Ohio, Florida and Colorado become 
key battleground states as their politi-

cal landscapes do not inherently lean 
Democrat or Republican. 

The original purpose was to allow 
smaller states and rural areas to have 
a fair say in the major election. Some 
point out the good that the Electoral 
College has done in our history. In our 
56 presidential elections from 1789-
2008, there have only been four instanc-
es of the popular vote winners losing 
the electoral vote. 

But the impact of the popular 
vote / electoral vote split is 
greater today. The most 
recent instance was 
in the 2000 election 
between George 
W. Bush and then 
Vice President Al 
Gore. That election 
came down to  the 
25 electoral votes 
representing Flori-
da, that at the last 
minute, tipped the 
scales in favor of 
Bush. 

The electoral col-
lege could have made 
political campaigning  
and vote counting much 
easier back then, but today's 
world is considerably smaller due to 
advancements in technology. Getting 
the word out is one tweet or Facebook 
post away, and political ads can be run 
in newspapers, TV or online. The need 
to level the playing field when it comes 
to the presidential election is no lon-
ger as important.

Candidates know the playbook 
ins and outs and almost universally 
ignore solid red or blue states; the 
only time they campaign in them 
is for the party nomination or 
to rake in more money for their 
political war chests. 

In California, we are relegat-
ed to the status of in-the-bag 
for Democrats, resulting in a 
lazy election strategy for both 
parties. 

Getting rid of the elec-
toral college could lift our 
political process out of the 
two-party entrenchment. 
Because of the hurdles it 
takes to get the electoral 
votes, any substantial third-
party candidate only acts as a 
siphoner of votes from one of 
the two parties. 

If we could change to simple 

majority vote wins, other parties could 
help to sway the voting populace. It 
would help to fix our broken political 
system rife with corruption and games-
manship, and introduce substantive 
ideas into the political conversation.

-Nathan is a senior majoring in 
journalism. He likes to throw away 

a multitude of ideas and initiatives 
along with his vote. Trash is fun.

journalism. He likes to throw away 
a multitude of ideas and initiatives 

along with his vote. Trash is fu

Only my 
vote 

counts!

NATHON'S NOTES

NATHON MCMAHON
PROGRESSIVE INDEPENDENT

Electoral-Schmectoral
Every state would be a swing state if the popular vote could choose the president
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How to play: 
Fill in the grid so that every row, 
every column, and every 3x3 box 
contains the digits 1 through 9.

Solution above.

The Daily Sundial does not 
knowingly accept advertisements that 
discriminate on the basis of race, eth-
nicity, religious preference, national 
origin or sex. 

The Daily Sundial accepts 
no responsibility for claims in or 
response to advertisements placed in 
the paper. Be cautious in answering 
ads, especially when you are asked 
to send cash or provide personal or 
financial information.

Classified Ads

sudoku

Los Angeles Times Daily Crossword Puzzle 
Edited by Rich Norris and Joyce Lewis

FOR RELEASE NOVEMBER 7, 2012

ACROSS
1 Dash, e.g.
5 Head-hanging

emotion
10 Altoids alternative
15 Fan favorite
16 Earthling
17 Absorbed the

loss
18 Tropical

headgear
20 Passover ritual
21 Dix halved
22 Calendar abbr.
24 Prior to, in verse
25 Low-tech note

taker
27 Deal-closing aids
30 Unblemished
31 Line winder
32 Baking by-

products
33 Creative

enterprise
34 On the fence
35 Six-stringed

instrument,
usually

36 Urbana-
Champaign
NCAA team

41 Two pages
42 “Zip-__-Doo-Dah”
43 Tram car filler
45 Totally absorbed
48 Hon
49 Pontiac muscle

cars
50 Powerful pin

cushion?
52 “It __ hit me yet”
53 Mao follower?
54 Scientology’s __

Hubbard
55 Sushi bar soup
56 Cook-off potful
58 False
63 Mixer for a

mixologist
64 Boyfriends
65 Couple in a

rowboat
66 Run through a

reader, as a debit
card

67 Footlocker
68 Sandstorm

residue

DOWN
1 Split
2 Org. concerned

with crowns
3 Mozart works

4 Pal of Jerry
Seinfeld

5 Retired seven-
foot NBAer

6 “Say that again?”
7 “I __ Rock”
8 Fisher-Price

parent company
9 Follow logically

10 Potluck staple
11 Summer on the

Seine
12 Turn in for cash
13 Spain’s __ de

Campos
14 Underline, say
19 Trio on a phone

keypad
23 Online

shopkeeper
25 Place for

pampering
26 Area of expertise
27 Calligrapher’s

flourish
28 Question of time,

to Telemann
29 __ me tangere
31 Barbecue spit,

e.g.
34 “Every Breath

You Take” band
35 “Myra

Breckinridge”
author

37 Tickled pink
38 Scottish Celt
39 “As of yet, no”
40 Pressing need?
44 Inexact fig.
45 Throws out
46 Reservation

waster
47 Spiral pasta
48 One of Dancer’s

partners
49 Far-from-efficient

vehicle

51 Reservations
52 Best-seller
55 Perfumery 

scent
57 Blistex target
59 Frat house 

letter
60 Flee
61 The Rams of 

the NCAA’s
Atlantic 10 
Conf.

62 D-Day vessel

Tuesday’s Puzzle Solved
By James Sajdak 11/7/12

(c)2012 Tribune Media Services, Inc. 11/7/12

Solution to 
today’s sudoku

Daily Sundial 
Online 

Classifieds
Now featuring 
over 900 job 
listings in the 

Los Angeles area!

dailysundial.com

CLASSIFIED DISCLAIMER

Place online 
classifieds for free 

with your CSUN 
email address!

Get started at 
dailysundial.com/

classifieds

November 7, 2012 • Daily Sundial • CSUN • city@sundial.csun.edu

Large two room suite + full private 
bathroom
Approx 450 sq. ft. incl. private full 
bathroom. Private entrance large 
patio+yard. Quiet residential. 
share 2-3 students. 
Email juanmpon@gmail.com

Asian Egg Donor Needed
Wonderful couple needs your 

help to start a family. We will work 
around your school schedule. 

Generous compensation for your 
assistance. Up to 25% more than 
agencys. Please email jcdonor@
gmail.com for more information. 

housingegg donors

1:go to the veteran’s
 Resource center
1:go to the veteran’s
 Resource center

your Mission:
 Resource center
2: Find this week’s sun symbol
 and take a picture with it.

 3: Post it to the Daily Sundial 
Facebook Page, Twitter or 
instagram with 
#Sundialunderground, or
 email to 
sundialmarketing@csun.edu

Your prize
A chance to win 2 tickets to laugh factory 

& 
this year’s grand prize. 

Deadline:
 5pm Wednesday November 7

Sundial

Underground

Week 8

Join. Learn. Win.
DAILY SUNDIAL
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Follow us on Twitter 
@sundialsports57 for  
play-by-play coverage of 
CSUN sporting events

men’s soccer

CSUN aims for Big West title
Casey Delich
Daily Sundial

The regular season is 
over, and a possible win or go 
home scenario is now afoot 
for the Matadors as they host 
Big West Conference play 
at Matador Soccer Field on 
Wednesday. 

Finishing their regular sea-
son with a 1-0 loss to visit-
ing UC Irvine, the Matadors 
earned the Southern Division 
Big West regular season crown 
by earning 21 points in divi-
sion play.

Opening up play against 
Cal Poly, the Matadors look 
to win their first Big West 
Tournament title, having only 
advanced to the conference 
final once in 2009.  Playing 
at Cal Poly in early October, 
the Matadors won 1-0 on a 
goal 21 seconds into the game 
by sophomore forward Sagi 
Lev-Ari.  

Junior forward Macken-
zie Pridham of Cal Poly was 
named the Big West Offensive 
Player of the Year, ranking sec-
ond in the conference with 11 
goals for the season.  A 5-1-1 
record in their last seven games 
helped lead Cal Poly into the 
playoffs, looking for their first 
Big West Championship.   

Leading the Big West 
with nine All-Big West Team 
selections, the Matadors have 
rounded into form, making 
them one of the most formi-

dable teams in California.
The offense, led by Lev-

Ari, averaged nearly two 
points per game, and helped 
lead the team to its best record 
since 2005.  Lev-Ari finished 
the season leading the Mata-
dors with 12 goals, including 

five game winners, and ranks 
17th in the country in goals 
scored.  Senior midfielder 
Rene Anguiano, Lev-Ari and 
junior forward Beto Velasquez 
all earned first time Second 
Team Big West honors on 
Monday. 

Defensively, the Matadors 
have one of the strongest back-
fields in the Big West Con-
ference, fielding two recent 
defensive Big West award 
winners.  Senior defender 
Joe Franco earned Defensive 
Player of the Year and senior 

goalkeeper Michael Abalos 
was named the Goalkeeper of 
the Year on Monday. 

These two, along with the 
rest of the Matadors, led the 
team to a conference-high 
eight shutouts and tied for the 
conference lead with just 18 

goals allowed on the season.  
Abalos ranked top five in most 
goalie-related categories in the 
conference, and leaves the pro-
gram ranking in the top 10 
in multiple Big West all-time 
categories. 

Coach Terry Davila, lead-
ing the Matadors to a 13-win 
season and a No. 21 ranking 
by Soccer America, collected 
his sixth Big West Coach of 
the Year award. The 13 regu-
lar season wins stand as the 
fourth-highest win total in 
school history. 

The regular season title 
isn’t enough for the Matadors. 
An NCAA berth is on the line 
when they open the Big West 
Tournament, with a chance for 
the national title.  With one 
of the best regular seasons in 
recent memory, the team is 
well-equipped to advance far 
into the postseason.

column

File Photo/ Daily Sundial

Senior defender Joe Franco is held trying to gain possession of the ball against Fullerton earlier this season.

BiG WEST 
PLAYOFFS:

CSUN vs. Cal poly

When: Nov. 7
at 7 p.m.

Where:  
Matador Soccer Field

Tickets: 
$10 General
$5 Student

Jonathan Andrade
sports editor

President Barack “The 
Commander” Obama suc-
cessfully defended his title 
against former Gov. Mitt 
Romney with an electoral 
count of 303-206 as of mid-
night Tuesday.

The three-round champi-
onship bout between the two 
political heavyweights didn’t 
take as long as many expect-
ed despite the ever-important 
title of president of the United 
States on the line. Victories 
in swing states like Oh io 
and Florida were enough to 
give Obama the advantage 
and take reigns of the political 
world once again. 

Round 1 - Domestic 
Policy

Romney came out swing-
ing in the first round putting 
Obama on his back multiple 
times via a flurry of haymak-
ers on topics ranging from tax 
cuts to health care.

“The Rumbling Republi-

can” continued looking for the 
early knockout, easily picking 
apart Obama’s defense.

“My view is that we ought 
to provide tax relief to people 
in the middle class,” Romney 
said.  “But I’m not going to 
reduce the share of taxes paid 
by high-income people. High-
income people are doing just 
fine in this economy. They’ll 
do fine whether you’re presi-
dent or I am.”

Obama tried to fend off 
Romneys combinations 
with some punches of his 
own, accusing Romney of 
attempting to turn Medi-
care into a voucher pro-
gram. Romney countered by 
claiming Obama’s idea to 
cut $716 billion from Medi-
care was not realistic.

The judges and viewers 
equally agreed the effort by 
Romney in the opening round 
was more than enough to take 
Round 1 and put the champ 
against the ropes.

Round 2 - Town Hall 
Debate

Obama’s corner didn’t 
want a repeat of the first round 

and made sure the president 
wouldn’t find himself in a 2-0 
hole by attempting to gain the 
advantage on the topics of 
college graduates and women 
in the workplace.

The champ came out and 
tackled the question posed 
by college student Jeremy 
Epstein on what each candi-
date would do to improve the 
labor market.

Obama not only stated that 
he wanted to create five mil-
lion new jobs but he wanted 
them to be high-paying, high-
skill jobs rather than out-
sourced jobs.

“There are some jobs that 
are not going to come back, 
because they are low wage, low 
skill jobs,” Obama said. “I want 
high wage, high skill jobs.”

Romney battled back with 
six jabs referring to the “23 
million people struggling 
to find jobs,” despite the 
unemployment rate floating 
around 12 million, but simply 
couldn’t steal this round while 
Obama closed in on him.

Judges had it in Obama’s 
favor with the third decisive 
round to go.

Round 3- Foreign Policy
The two warriors met 

for their final chance to 
impress judges and fans 
alike and delivered memo-
rable blows while dancing 
around foreign policy.

Both Romney and Obama 
largely agreed on most 
issues but traded heated 
remarks, including Obama’s 

accusation that Romney 
wanted tax cuts that would 
favor the wealthy at the 
expense of the middle class.

Obama taunted Romney’s 
apparent naivete on the sub-
ject of America’s armed 
forces and Navy after the 
righty called for more ships 
and a bolstered Air Force.

“You mentioned the Navy, 

for example, and that we 
have fewer ships than we did 
in 1916. Well, governor, we 
also have fewer horses and 
bayonets,” Obama said.

After three rounds, the 
judge’s took very little time 
to tally up their scorecards 
giving Obama the victory 
and the presidency title belt 
once again.

Obama, Romney battle to a split decision

Courtesy of MCT

Obama and Romney went the distance with “The Commmander” coming out on top.


