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NEW STUDENT HOUSING TO OPEN

freshman Suites will be ready in 2015, but not without the loss of two parking lots

DAISY PINEDA

RAMIREZ
DAILY SUNDIAL

I he Student Housing Depart-

ment has confirmed plans for the
construction of two new Freshman
Suites buildings, projected to open
in 2015.

Timothy Trevan, Student
Housing president, said the Stu-
dent Housing Department is cur-

rently in the final stages of sign-
ing contracts for design plans
for the new buildings, which
will have 400 bed spaces.

Some students, like junior
CTVA major Devone Day, 21,
are eager for additional housing
to open.

“Applying for dorms is not
enough,” Day said. “My friends
have been put onto a wait list,
and our campus is expanding
everyday with more freshmen
coming in. CSUN can benefit
from creating more housing.”

THE DAILY SUNDIAL PRESENTS:

Trevan said the wait list can
have as many as 800 students
who want an on-campus apart-
ment for fall semesters, and
credited the demand to the high
amount of incoming freshmen
each year.

Senior psychology major
Amani Williams, 22, said she is
less concerned with the amount
of housing and more worried
about the cost.

“I don’t think students need
more housing other than what
they have,” Williams said. “It

will suffice for students. I just
think it needs to be affordable.”
Regarding the cost, Trevan
said no university fees will con-
tribute to the new housing proj-
ects and the money will come
only from housing fees.
“Housing is a completely
stand alone enterprise. We are
actually contributing a major
portion of (the money) from
housing reserves, and we
planned years ahead so we could

See housinG , page 4
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Vice
provost
to retire
this year

Cynthia Rawitch to
leave after 40 years

JASON GALLAHER
DAILY SUNDIAL

Vice Provost  Cynthia

Rawitch announced that she will
be retiring at the end of this aca-
demic year.

She has worked at CSUN for
40 years with career milestones
ranging from serving as journalism
department chair and working her
way up to vice provost.

The decision to retire was due
in large part to be able to spend
more time with her husband, jour-
nalism professor Robert Rawitch,
and family, Rawitch said.

“You get to a certain age, and
you say, “Wow, it’s time to play,”
Rawitch said. “My husband and I
are both retiring. We are going to
travel more, see our grandchildren
more, all the stuff you do when
you’re our age and retired.”

Rawitch began working at
CSUN in 1973 after serving as a
reporter for the Associated Press
and was later offered a teaching
position.

“I was on maternity leave from
the Associated Press,” Rawitch
said. “The opportunity was pre-
sented to me to teach a single class.
It was a class on editing.”

At the time, she thought her
teaching career would be a flash

See ra witch , page 2
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in the pan.

“I fell in love with the experience,”
Rawitch said. “I fell in love with being
in a classroom. I fell in love with the
students. I fell in love with being able
to share with people ideas and educa-
tion that was going to have a major
impact on their lives.”

She worked for 29 years in the jour-
nalism department, including a 10-year
period in which she served as advisor
and publisher of the Daily Sundial.

“Being advisor to the student
newspaper was absolutely the best
experience I ever had at this univer-
sity,” Rawitch said, “Even if it was, on
occasion, also the worst experience.”

Her time as publisher was busy
and marked with a lawsuit regarding
free speech. Former student James
Taranto, now editor of OpinionJour-
nal.com and a member of The Wall
Street Journal editorial board, sued
for being suspended after he printed a
cartoon on the paper’s opinion page.

The suit was settled out of court,
with Taranto receiving $93 kept from
him during his suspension as editor-in-
chief of the paper.

After her time at the Sundial,
Rawitch kept moving up at CSUN.
She served as the journalism depart-
ment chair before moving on to such
positions as associate dean of the Col-
lege of Arts, Media, and Communica-
tion, associate vice president of under-
graduate studies, and her position as
vice provost since April 2011.

She worked on projects such as the
CSU Graduation Initiative, working
with other faculty members to improve
six-year graduation and transfer gradu-
ation rates, as well as a successful reac-

Jason Gallaher /Dail y Sun Dial

Vice Provost Cynthia Rawitch works at her desk in University Hall. She announced her retirement last week after working at CSUN for 40 years.

creditation project with the Western
Association of Schools and Colleges.

“(Reaccreditation) has been my
baby for an extended period of time,”
she said. “As vice provost at CSUN,
my job truly is as chief operating offi-
cer of academic affairs.”

Faculty who have worked with
Rawitch on campus projects said her
leadership was a key to success.

“Without Cynthia and her willing-

ness to grab hold and do something, I'd
be spinning my wheels,” said Bettina
Huber, director of institutional research.
“Two generations of CSUN (stu-
dents and faculty) have benefited
from her no-nonsense and creative
approaches to a very wide range of
educational policies and practices,”
said Maureen Rubin, special assistant
to the dean of Mike Curb College of
Arts, Media, and Communication.

Her co-workers are who she is
going to miss the most as she heads
into retirement, Rawitch said.

“This happens to be an extraordi-
narily friendly and vibrant place,” she
said. “I have never ever been sorry
that I came to this place 40 years ago,
and the only reason I can say that is
for the people I work with. We are a
great institution, we do great things for
students who come here, but on a day-

to-day basis, it’s the people you work
with who make a difference.”

Rawitch’s separation from her co-
workers won’t be immediate. She
will transition into retirement through
the Faculty Early Retirement Pro-
gram (FERP). This allows a faculty
member to work a maximum of half
of the time he or she worked in the
year preceding retirement and receive
full retirement income.
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Helping others is almost second nature

Personal injuries lead to a fascination with the human body and one students to pursuit of a major in kinesiology

LUIS RIVAS
SENIOR REPORTER

As a young skateboard-

er, Max Haglun, now 23,
would often injure himself.
He would slip off his skate-
board, roll his ankle and fall
to the ground.

But after some rest, over
and over again, just like
magic, his body would recov-
er. Scrapes would scab up,
bruises would begin healing
and he would be back on his
skateboard —ready to repeat
the cycle again.

That fascinated Haglun.
And that fascination, of how
the body can change and heal
itself, has stuck with him
ever since. It drove him to
pursue a major in kinesiol-
ogy at CSUN, an area that
focuses on the human body
and movement.

“l was always interested
in the human body, the way it
heals itself, the way you can
change it, gain weight, lose
weight, gain muscle, all the
different ways you can influ-
ence how it works,” he said.

Haglun is  studying
applied fitness in kinesiol-
ogy and works as an athletic
training student at the Athlet-

ic Training Center at CSUN
where athletes come to get
rehabilitated after a game or
workout.

While Haglun was at
Pasadena City College, he
befriended health trainers
and became more convinced
that kinesiology was the right
major for him. His interest in
the human body was properly
paired with his area of study.

“Itkind of clicked with what
I wanted to do,” Haglun said.

After he gets his bach-

“l was always
interested in the
human body, the

way it heals itself,
the way you can
change it...”

—Max HaglUn
athletic Trainer

elor’s degree, Haglun plans
on attending graduate school.
Afterward, he hopes to get a
job with a professional sports
team or at a place similar
to CSUN’s Athletic Training
Center.

He remembers being
younger, climbing a tree and
falling. He landed on his

right arm and broke his bone
high up near the shoulder.
Initially, he was happy that
he broke it.

“I always wanted to break
my arm so I could get the
cast and have people sign
it,” Halgun said. “But where
I broke it, you couldn’t get
a cast. So I just wore a sling
the whole time. So I was kind
of disappointed.”

He is one of just six
student athletic trainers at
CSUN’s  Athletic Train-
ing Center. To get into the
applied fitness program, a
student must complete 60
hours of observation under a
certified athletic trainer.

It’s easy, almost second
nature, to help others when
they’re injured in the Center,
Halgun said.

But at times it can be
challenging.

“But being in here in the
center and getting some of
the people in here, the ath-
letes, when they’re coming
in to get rehab, and getting
to know them is difficult
sometimes,” he said. “It’s a
process.”

Haglun also practices
yoga regularly and finds that
his philosophy on life fits
perfectly with that of yoga:
self awareness, staying in
the present and not worrying
about the past or the future.
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Max Haglun, 23, a kinesiology major studying athletic training, assists Stephen Hicks, 20, of the basket-
ball team at the Athletic Training Center.
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have a cash down payment
for this construction,” Tre-
van said. “We are financ-
ing a little over half, (and
the reason we finance) is
because it keeps our debt
service down, so we can
keep our student housing
fees low.”

The estimated cost is
about $33 million, which
includes costs for new fur-
niture, 400 bed spaces,
60,000 square feet of com-
munity space and meeting
rooms and a learning center
for group studies tutoring,
Trevan said.

He added that the two
new buildings will be con-
structed on the two F8 stu-
dent parking lots in front of
Toyon Hall (building 17)
and Hawthorne Hall (build-
ing 18).

An L-shaped building
will sit on the south F8 lot,
and a rectangular building
will sit on the east F8 lot.

Parking will be relocated
to the student lots G9 on
Zelzah Avenue and F10 on

Lassen Street.

The new buildings will
have the same design as
Mariposa Hall (building 16)
and Toyon Hall.

Sophomore kinesiology
major Kira Garland, 19,
said her drive to campus
is a hassle that could be
prevented if she lived on-
campus.

“I commute from my apart-
ment, and it’s more trouble
to come to school everyday.
If there were more housing,
it would be easier,” Garland
said. “I’ll be at school more,
study more and get better
grades.”

Trevan said other ongoing
renovation projects are cur-
rently in progress, and the
Student Housing Department
is aware that other buildings
need attention.

All of the heating and air
conditioning units, hot water
heaters and roofs of 11 student
housing buildings have been
replaced. There are four build-
ings left that will be renovated
this summer, Trevan said.

“We’ll continue to do other
projects to keep the current
buildings in the best possible
shape as we work towards our

new construction as well,”
Trevan said.

Melissa Giles, associate
director for Student Housing
and Conference Services, said
all housing rates will increase
by 5 percent, so the new hous-
ing units will match the higher
price of the old units.

“We typically raise our
price by 5 percent each year,”
Giles said.

Analysis and planning for
this project was already under-
way when President Dianne
Harrison started her presiden-
cy at CSUN, said Trevan.

He added the department
surveyed students who live
in the current student hous-
ing buildings and learned
that feel housing provides
them with a smoother col-
lege transition.

Trevan said the main
reason for the new housing
projects is to provide more
space for students to experi-
ence that kind of on-campus
community.

Contributing  report-
ing by Karla Henry, Staff
Reporter, and Christina
Cocca, News Editor.

CAMPUS VOIGE

noah korn Bluth
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“(Yes), | know a lot of
people that are on the
waiting list.”

Matrice woo Ds
Child develLopMent

“We need more housing
so that people can get the
opportunity and experience.”

karla

henr y /Dail y Sun Dial

<ALP

an Gie anDra De
unde Cided

“| dont think we need
more housing because a
lot of people that come
here are commuters.”

Berna Dette Fon G
unde Cided

“CSUN needs more
housing or less expen-
sive housing, so more
students can be there.”

helen aklile
Anth Ropo Logy

“(Yes) | see a lot of people
coming from outside LA,
and it's hard for them to

find a cheap apartment.”

lauren nunley
pAn Af RiCAn Studie S,
ARt S & Lite RAtu Re
“I'm sure they need more,
since the population
increases every year.”

VPAC to hold Los Angeles Mayoral Forum

Candidates for the L.A. Mayoral Race will discuss city-wide issues and target potential voters

JOELL GRAGER
DAILY SUNDIAL

I he VPAC will host

the Mayoral Forum for the

Los Angeles County Mayor
candidates Thursday.

The event will be pre-
ceded by a breakfast recep-
tion at 9 a.m. The debate
will begin at 10 a.m. and go
until noon.

Commuter students
should take special notice

b 4
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as the B1 parking lot will
be reserved for attendees of
the forum. If extra space is
necessary, the event attend-
ees will be directed to F10
in the northern part of cam-
pus, and shuttle rides will
be provided.
Former

Los  Ange-

les Deputy Mayor Austin
Beutner will be moderating
the forum. Each candidate
will be asked about key
issues including fixing the
economy, creating more jobs
and workforce training.
They will discuss trans-
portation issues, specifically
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START RAISING THE BAR.

=

START COMMANDING ATTENTION. <

There's strong. Then there's Army Strong. Want to be a
leader in life? Joining Army ROTC at CSU Northridge is
the strongest way to start. You'll learn leadership skills.
And can earn afull-tuition, merit-based scholarship.
After graduation, you'll also be an Army Officer.

To get started, visit www.goarmy.com/rotc/sundial.

ADD STRENGTH TO YOUR CLASS SCHEDULE! ENROLL IN A MILITARY SCIENCE CLASS!
TO FIND OUT MORE ABOUT LEADERSHIP AND OFFICERSHIP CONTACT AN ENROLLMENT

OFFICERTODAY AT 818-677-7855 OR VISIT www.csun.edu/rotc/

the Metro, tourism in L.A.
and trade infrastructure.

The forum will include
front runners Wendy Greuel,
Eric Garcetti, Kevin James,
Jan Perry and Emanuel
Pleitez.

This event will be free
and open to the public.

MAIN EVENT

when : Thursday,
Feb. 7, reception at
9 a.m. and debate 10
a.m.- 12 p.m.
where : VPAC
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Associated Students News and Announcements

TAKE 2 HIKE!

Outnloor, Adveniznres provides students with the
opportunity to explore, learn and enjoy the
outdoors. Students get to enjoy a wide range of
activities such as day hikes, backpacking, camping,
kayaking, and more

.Z‘: . y: °
Feb 9th: Big Santa Anita Canyon
Feb 15th: Intro to Outdoor Rock Climbing |
Feb 16th: Ski and Ride |
Feb 22-24: Backpack Death Valley National Park
Mar 1st: Intro to Outdoor Rock Climbing I
Mar 2nd: Day Hike the Hollywood Sign
Mar 2nd: Ski and Ride
Mar 8-10: Camp & Explore a Winter Yosemite

For more ftrips, visit...http://www.csunas.org/oa
818-677-HIKE

CSUNAS.ORG/ELECTIONS

Our Price* Regular*
Universal Studios 65.00 80.00
Magic Mountain 36.00 64.99
Sea World 59.00 78.00
Knotts Berry Farm 34.00 59.99
Legoland 57.00 75.00
Legoland California Resort Hopper  69.00 95.00
Aquarium of the Pacific 18.00 24.95
San Diego Zoo 36.50 44.00
San Diego Zoo Safari Park 36.50 44.00
Madame Tussaud’s Wax Museum 14.00 30.00

Pacific Theatres 7.00 11.75
AMC Theatres 7.00 12.50

Located in the University Student Union
(818) 677-2488
www.csunas.org/tickets

Please Help

Alpha Phi! = Habi
P TR abnat.,

Feb. 5th Mocktails! Meet the Phils] CSUN Chapter

2nd Annual
B e oh SPORTS GEAR COLLECTION

for kids in
Feb. 7th Movie Night! Relax with the Bragzl & M@
Phifs] You can donate used sport jerseys, clothes, cleats,
. balls and any other equipment.
All events at the Alpha Phi house: ‘ Please have all donations in by April 4th
9756 Zelzah Ave‘ fI'Om 7 -9 pm For drop off information or any other

guestions please e-mail us at:
Habitat4Humanitycsun@gmail.com

| csunas.org/media

Any Questions?
Call Hannah erght @ 818 645 6854 We will offer to pick up or you can drop off

your donations at select locations

Facebook & Twitter: CSUNALPHAPHI m:*ﬁ

WWW.CSUNA]phaphl.COln 5 Like | us on FACEBOOK: www.facebook comicsunhabitat

csunas.org/mind

Free CAdverlisement

for Clubs and Organizations

OWW M is the official seat of student governance for the campus. The

Student Government division represents the student body, advocates their needs, and defends their interests in
dealings with faculty, campus administrators and government officials.

Sport Clubs  Outdoor Adventures Children’s Center Ticket Office Recycling Service

Associated Students | WWW.CsUNas.org | (818) 677-2477




DAILY SUNDIAL-CSUN

ANKUR PATEL
CONTRIBUTOR

At most student ral-

lies where chants echo,
we hear “Student-Power!”
repeated until throats are
coarse. Making noise and
drawing attention to cam-
pus issues is important, but
increased awareness does
not directly change policy
or gain funding.

In order for students to
contend for power in our
current economic system,
we have to recognize the
politics that allow access to
resources. At CSUN, stu-
dents need to form a club
and follow rules in order
to get some of our own
money back to fund events
or actions. A corporate
structure does facilitate the
actions necessary to govern
large sums of money, but
the fact that the Associ-
ated Students, our student
government, is a private
corporation acting under
the color of state law starts
to blur the role of for-profit
entities conducting busi-
ness on public campuses.

On a larger level,
increased funding of
higher education through
Proposition 30 was deemed
the solution to the regu-
lar budget cuts and tuition
increases that have plagued
the California State Uni-
versity system over the last
decade. This led much of
the academic community to
mobilize in support of the
proposition.

However, the struc-
tural faults of an educa-
tion system that is more
concerned with the bot-
tom line than the intrinsic
value of knowledge will
not be solved by throwing
money at the problem. On
the contrary, it encourages
a neo-liberal privatization
of public education.

Last year, Gov. Jerry
Brown marginalized the
tenured professor by pro-
moting online education
and the new requirements

_..Opinion.__.
Don’t complain; Be the change

that increase pension con-
tributions from new profes-
sors. Nevertheless, the Cal-
ifornia Faculty Association,
the union that represents
professors throughout the
California State University
system, hasn’t mobilized a
response that has gotten the
public’s attention.

The dissenting acad-
emy has been hibernating
because of material com-
fort and a bureaucratic sys-
tem that stomps out radi-
cal intellectuals who speak
out against a corrupt and
incompetent political sys-
tem. Instead, professors
play politics in the aca-
demic senate while cam-
pus administrators play
budget games that pit one
department project against
another.

Students don’t
with that baggage.

We have the ability to be
free thinkers and challenge
the status quo, but some-
times we are threatened
with academic probation or
told to worry about gradu-
ation under whispered
breath. Even if students
aren’t pressured to walk the
line by campus administra-
tion, we haven’t had the
resources or the organiza-
tion to come together with
one voice without being
co-opted by the Democrat-
ic Party.

The large number of stu-
dents, our consumerist ten-
dencies, and our malleable
worldviews make us easy
targets for assimilation by
well-developed political
machinery.

The campus becomes a
place of polarization when
we accept the rhetoric of
a two-party-binary. We get
lured into a battle for more

come

funding for education,
which prevents us from
acknowledging the fact

that we have CSU admin-
istrators who make over
$500,000, while adjunct
professors make little more
than a tenth of that. These
administrators, campus
presidents, and Board of
Trustees are appointed by
the Democratic Governor
and approved by the Demo-

crat controlled State Sen-
ate.

But at CSUs and UCs
across the state, the local
legislator is not beholden to
the students at that specific
university because they can
assume that a large portion
of students don’t vote, and
many that do, don’t vote in
that district.

Some students think of
themselves as transient; on
campus for a few years and
then on to somewhere bet-
ter. Students may register
to vote in their hometown
and not bother to re-regis-
ter at their campus address,
but that dilutes the elec-

toral power of the student
community.
Most people, espe-

cially students, don’t pay
attention to local politics
because of misconcep-
tion that local govern-
ment doesn’t impact their
daily life. Unfortunately,
this combination has usu-
ally produced a lower voter
turnout in elections for the
city council district that
includes CSUN.

This leaves future gen-
erations of students under-
represented and allows the
politicians of that area to
avoid taking strong stances
in support of public edu-
cation. In fact, it allows
the entire conversation to
be trivialized into simple
sound bites and rhetoric
that plays into a broader
Democrat versus Republi-
can binary that marginal-
izes third parties and inde-
pendent candidates.

We complain about
inactivity in the govern-
ment or how their decisions
negatively affect our lives
or the lives of our loved
ones. But quiescence do
not produce changes. Nor
can we wait for the world
to change.

Student power comes
from our ability to dialogue
between different view-
points, come to a pragmatic
solution and mobilize to
enact the devised solution.
Student power comes from
being organized and well
informed. Student power
comes from diversity of

background and cohesion
of action.

There is an election in
Los Angeles on March 5th
where 11 out of 18 LA
City officials will be on the
ballot, three out of seven
LAUSD School Board
Members and three out of
seven Los Angeles Com-
munity College District
Board of Trustees will be
on the ballot.

We need to realize that
student power comes from
voting together. Not only
students on a single cam-
pus, but if students across
campuses develop into an
independent voting con-
stituency, we have the

collective ability to steer
the American government
away from war. After all, it
was the youth that pushed
the 1960s civil rights agen-
da that we now seem to

take for granted.

— Ankur Patel is

an interdisciplin-
ary studies graduate
student running for
Los Angeles City
Controller.
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Shut out of classes?

Worried you won't be able to get units needed to graduate or transfer?
Need to earn additional college units this academic year?

Get the classes you need at UCLA Extension!
Our Spring Quarter runs Apr 1-Jun 23.

UCLA Extension’s transfer-credit courses:

= Transfer to CSUN, UCs & more
= Classes available evenings & weekends
= Approved by UCLA academic departments

explore. experience. expand.

Transfer-credit courses in:

Humanities = Social Sciences = Languages * Science * Mathematics... and more!

Voting begins February 1st until February 28. Fill out a ballot in-person at
the Sundial, or on our website. After you complete your ballot, you'll be
eligible to win our grand prize. Results will be published in a special
section on March 21.

Check our website for course information and enrollment.

See uclaextension.edu/CSUN or call (310) 825-7093
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NFL awards chosen by the Sundia

RON ROKHY
SPORTS EDITOR

While Adrian Peter-

son’s spectacular return
from a torn ACL may have
most people -- and the NFL
-- thinking he’s the clear-cut
MVP, there’s a solid case to
be made for Colts’ quarter-
back Peyton Manning to the
take the prestigious award
over him.

First of all, Manning,
like Peterson, also came
back from a career-threat-
ening injury. Last offsea-
son, he underwent his third
neck surgery in the last two
years and wasn’t guaran-
teed a return to the NFL
due to his climbing age
(he’s 36).

But get this: Not only
did he return, he had his
best statistical year since
2004-2005, when he threw
a then-NFL record 49
touchdowns in a year. Fur-
thermore, Manning led the
Broncos to a 12-game win-
ning streak to close out the
regular season, which was
sparked by an unbelievable

Courtesy of MCT
Denver quarterback Peyton Manning led a resurgent Broncos
offense. Coming off his third neck surgery, Manning put up the
second best numbers of his career at the age of 36.

come-from-behind victory
against the Chargers in
week six, who led Denver
25-0 at halftime.

Manning, who accumu-
lated 4,659 yards and 31
touchdowns during the year,
also put up a passer rating
of 105.8 (all of which are
good for second-highest of
his career). He’s shown time
and time again that he is an
elite quarterback no matter
how old he is or what team
he plays for -- and he’s still
deadly accurate, completing
a crisp 68.6 percent of his
passes.

This season, Manning
stacked up well against other
quarterbacks, ranking fifth in
overall passing yards, third
in touchdowns and second in
quarterback rating. His pres-
ence behind center turned
the Broncos’ ho-hum passing
game into a top-tier aerial
attack featuring two 1,000+
yard wideouts.

Many doubted Man-
ning’s ability before the
season, questioning his
age and the strength of his
throwing arm, but his sta-
tistics, wins and clutch play
leave no room for doubt:
Manning can still play, and
at an MVP level.

RON ROKHY
SPORTS EDITOR

I here’s really no debate

about who the Defensive Player
of the Year award should go to.

Houston’s J.J. Watt, who
anchored one of the league’s
toughest defenses in his sec-
ond year as a pro, finished
the season leading the league
with 20.5 sacks to along with
four forced fumbles, 81 tack-
les and an amazing 16 passes
defended, which is unheard
of for a defensive end.

His presence on the field
gave nightmares to oppos-
ing quarterbacks. Having to
constantly be worried about
being blindsided by a near-
300 Ib. wrecking ball, or hav-
ing their passes tipped or
batted down at the line.

Watt also recorded an
impressive three sacks in a
game on two separate occa-

sions this season, had a
four-game streak where he
forced at least one fumble,
and became the first player in
NFL history to finish a sea-
son with at least 16.5 sacks
and 15 tipped passes.

His quickness, size and

BOB GARCIA
DAILY SUNDIAL

I here were a slew of

rookies that have had an out-
standing 2012, but quarter-
backs made up the top-three.

There is Indianapolis
Colts quarterback Andrew
Luck, who took a team
that finished with the worst
record in the league last sea-
son to the playoffs this year.

Washington Redskins
quarterback Robert Griffin
III, led his team to an NFC
East division title and the
playoffs.

These two rookies each
made hard-to-miss cases

this season for the award.
Though there is one rookie
whose play this year was
nothing less than sensation-
al, Seattle Seahawks quar-
terback Russell Wilson.

Wilson entered 2012 as
the 75th overall draft pick,
slated to come in and compete
for the backup quarterback
job. The Seahawks had just
given former Green Bay Pack-
ers backup quarterback Matt
Flynn, a 3-year $26 million
contract to be their starter.

Unlike Griffin and Luck,
Wilson had to beat out Flynn
for the starting quarterback
position.

Once under center, Wil-
son lead the Seahawks to an
unexpected 11-5 record and
a playoff berth.

Seattle ended the regular
season on a five game win-

DEFENSIVE PLAYER

ROOKIE OF THE YEAR

strength make him unblock-
able to opposing linmen,
allowing him to wreak havoc
on the other team’s ground
assault. Houston allowed less
than 100 rushing yards per
game and Watt recorded 23
tackles for losses this year.

Courtesy of MCT
Houston Texans defensive end J.J. Watt ran away with the NFL Defensive Player of the Year award.

Watt, who broke Mario
Williams’ franchise record
for most sacks, justly
received 49 out of the 50
votes for the NFL’s Defen-
sive Player of the Year
award, completely blowing
away the competition.

ning streak going into the
playoffs, which consisted of
a 58-0 blowout of the Ari-
zona Cardinals, a 50-17 win
over the Buffalo Bills fol-
lowed by a 42-13 thumping
of the San Francisco 49ers.

According to ESPN.com,
Wilson’s quarterback passer
rating of 100.0 ranked him
fourth in the NFL, and
was second-highest among
rookie quarterbacks behind
Griffin 1II’s 102.4.

Wilson’s 26 passing
touchdowns ranked him
12th in NFL, and first for
all rookie quarterbacks.
His 26 touchdowns tied
Denver Broncos quarter-
back Payton Manning’s
rookie record.

Under pressure, there
was no other quarterback in
the league that you would

want the ball in the hands
of than Wilson. Three times
during the season, Wil-
son threw a game-winning
touchdown pass in the last
two minutes or overtime.

His completion percent-
age of 64.1 had him ranked
eighth in the league, and
second for rookies behind
Griffin III’s 65.6.

Wilson was also dan-
gerous with his legs rush-
ing for 489 yards and four
touchdowns which ranked
him third in NFL for quar-
terbacks, and second for
rookies behind Griffin III’s
815 rushing yards.

Wilson’s outstanding
performance this season as
a rookie quarterback for
the Seahawks makes him
worthy of this season’s
NFL rookie of the year.

Courtesy of MCT
Seattle Seahawks quarterback Russell Wilson led a surpising Seahawks team into the playoffs, losing to Atlanta in the NFC Divisional Round.





