
Jose Antonio Vargas, Pulitzer 
Prize winning journalist, undoc-
umented immigrant and immi-
grant rights activist, spoke to 
hundreds of people on Tuesday 
as part of an ongoing national 
tour dubbed “Define American” 
where he urges dialogue on 
defining what it is to be Ameri-
can.

Vargas, who has contributed 
to such publications as the Wash-
ington Post, Huffington Post, the 
New Yorker, Rolling Stone and 

the San Francisco Chronicle, 
came out as an undocument-
ed immigrant in a New York 
Times Magazine article titled 
“My Life as an Undocumented 
Immigrant.” 

Since writing and speak-
ing about his experience as an 
undocumented immigrant living 
in the U.S., Vargas has focused 
on building a mature and com-
prehensive debate on immigra-
tion reform.

“I don’t really consider 
myself an activist or an advo-
cate,” he said. “I’m not a leader 
or an organizer. What I am is a 
story teller. I’m a filmmaker. I’m 
a writer. I’ve spent more than a 
decade as a journalist.” 

Vargas traveled across the 

U.S. to engage in growing an 
understanding of the undocu-
mented immigration experience. 

During his travels, Vargas 
took notes of certain terms that 
he thinks should stop being 
used, such as “illegal” to refer 
to undocumented immigrants. 
Specifically, Vargas said, undoc-
umented immigrants that are 
covered under the president’s 
deferred action program are not 
technically illegal.

“They’re not illegal anymore, 
as the Los Angeles Times still 
manages to call them,” he said. 
“Something is terribly wrong 
when we call them illegal. 
Actions are illegal, not people, 
never people.” 

Immigration reform was a 

recurring topic throughout the 
event. Vargas pointed out the 
record-number of deportations 
under President Obama, totaling 
1.4 million with estimates that 
by 2014 will reach 2 million. 

“As we debate immigration in 
this country, the question really 
is the nature of citizenship: How 
do we define American?” Vargas 
said. “So we’re sharing stories. 
I’ve shared mine. Sometimes 
I wish that I didn’t, because 
sometimes it’s really hard. I feel 
almost naked in front of people, 
but I’m doing my part because 
all of us have to do our part. I 
don’t have any legal form of 
ID besides a Filipino passport 
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From the 
streets of 
Watts to 
Harvard
Professor’s journey 
starts with struggle 

Waking up and going to 
sleep to the sound of gunshots 
and police sirens was all he knew. 
He had witnessed gang violence 
on the streets and liquor stores 
on almost every corner. At times, 
he would even go to sleep on an 
empty stomach.

No one would have ever 
thought he would become the first 
African-American from South 
L.A. to receive a full academic 
scholarship to both Harvard and 
Stanford University.

Johnie Scott, a Pan African 
Studies (PAS) tenured associate 
professor and director of commu-
nity and external projects, grew 
up on the concrete sidewalks of 
Watts. 

“Life in Watts wasn’t about 
the struggle,” Scott said. “It was 
about survival.”

Being raised in a single parent 
household, living in the projects, 
relying on government assistance 
and being a Black male during a 
segregated time period was Scott’s 
life.

The 2010 poverty rate in Watts 
was 48.9 percent, according to 
areavibes.com. Watts’ total crime 
index is 4,563. During the week 
of Feb. 5, there were seven vehicle 
thefts, four burglaries, two lar-
cenies, one sex crime, and one 

Redefining ‘American’
Pulitzer Prize winning journalist, undocumented immigrant says ‘actions are illegal, never people’
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Jose Antonio Vargas gives a speech about his experience as an undocumented worker in America on tuesday.
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assault in Watts, according 
to the crime mapping web-
site. 

Scott said in the late 
1950s, Watts was com-
pletely different than it is 
today. The city’s population 
was about 95 percent Black, 
according to the Urban 
Institute Watts Zone Pro-
file, but today there are a 
significant number of Lati-
nos/as. In 2007, The Urban 
Profile reported 65 percent 
Latino/a residents in Watts 
and 33 percent African-
Americans accounting for 
the population. 

Scott was raised in the 
Jordan Downs housing proj-
ects for most of his life and 
described Watts as a foreign 
country within the U.S. 

He witnessed police-
men crack skulls open, 
saw gangs chase people 
for blocks, and saw women 
get their purses snatched at 
night if they walked home 
without a stick in their 
hand.

“But somehow, out of 
wanting a place into which 
I could withdraw, I found a 
refuge in books,” he said. 
“I would read and go to the 
library by myself at 7 years 
old.”

Scott has always been 
involved in his academics 
and was student body pres-
ident at Edwin Markham 
Middle School. He then 

went to David Starr Jordan 
Senior High.

“There were 47 high 
schools in L.A. and Jordan 
was ranked 47th in academ-
ics and poverty,” Scott said. 

His high school gradu-
ation made the LA Times 
with him as the first Black 
individual out of South L.A. 
projects to get a full aca-
demic scholarship to Har-
vard University. 

Scott said Harvard had 
a student body of 10,000 

when he was enrolled, but 
there were only 55 Blacks. 

“We felt whenever we 
were being called on we 
spoke for Black America,” 
he said. “If we hiccuped, 
Black America hiccuped.”

After his first year at 
Harvard, Scott dropped out 
due to poor academic stand-
ing.

He returned home and 
became a janitor for Disney, 
working the graveyard shift 
making $72 a week. Scott 

said he quit the job after six 
weeks because he realized 
he couldn’t get very far on 
the route he was going. He 
wanted to move his family 
out of the projects and fur-
ther his education.

A year later he returned to 
school and received a full aca-
demic ride to Stanford Univer-
sity. There he received both his 
bachelor’s degree in creative 
writing and master’s degree in 
mass communications.  

Scott has had numerous 

accomplishments. He rep-
resented Watts at the 1966 
White House Conference, 
received an Emby Award 
for a NBC national special 
called “The Angry Voices 
of Watts,” and became a 
correspondent for differ-
ent publications, including 
Times Magazine. 

Scott also was one of the 
founders of Sons of Watts 
Community Enterprises and 
the director, writer and pro-
ducer for his independent 
film, “Brothers Where are 
You?,” that CBS used a por-
tion of during its “48 Hours 
on Gang Street.”

Scott has been teaching 
at CSUN for 29 years. He 
said he chose CSUN instead 
of Stanford, Harvard, Pep-
perdine, USC and other uni-
versities because CSUN is 
a people’s college, having 
a large amount of Black 
students compared to other 
universities.

“(There are) more Blacks 
at CSUN then USC, UCLA, 
Loyola and Pepperdine 
combined,” Scott said. “We 
need more Blacks in educa-
tion, particularly given the 
Black population in L.A. 
There should be more.”

Scott said his goal as a 
Black man and professor is 
to inspire students to strive 
for excellence. On the first 
day of the semester, Scott 
presents them with two con-
cepts.

“The first being from 
Dr. King when he says the 
content of one’s character 

should be how we should 
be judged,” Scott said. 
“Second, James Baldwin’s 
comment in ‘The Fire Next 
Time.’ He writes of young 
Blacks never being expect-
ed to aspire to be excellent 
but instead to settle with 
being mediocre.”

Scott said life is full of 
people who work hard, yet 
never make it. His advice 
for young students who are 
now living in a different, but 
similar world is maintaining 
a sense of hope despite dis-
couraging notions. 

“There are no magic bul-
lets. I wish there was a 
panacea where I could say 
if there’s a will there’s a 
way or if you just work hard 
you will make it,” Scott 
said. “But you’ve got to 
believe in spite of the fact 
that you are living in what 
is still a racist society and 
that everyday gives you rea-
sons to give up and reasons 
to drop out of the race. You 
got to hold strong.”
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Professor Johnie Scott of the Pan African studies department has been with CSUN for 29 years.  Over 
the years here he has taught every class in the department, focusing on pro seminars and upper divi-
sion classes now.
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Commencement
& Honors Convocation www.csun.edu/commencement

in the Matador Bookstore Complex 9 AM - 6 PM on Wednesday March 6th and Thursday March 7th

www.gradimages.com college.jostens.com www.csunalumni.com
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Greetings Cal State Northridge Graduate!

We hope that this GradFest announcement fi nds you excited about your upcoming Commencement experience. Part of 
that experience is GradFest. GradFest is a celebration of your accomplishments and serves as a one-stop-opportunity for 
Commencement information, graduation paraphernalia, and much more as you prepare for your Commencement Ceremony 
and life after college.

   While at GradFest you’ll be able to:

• Receive information about your graduation ceremony

• Pre-order your cap and gown

• Take a FREE cap & gown portrait. Please come dressed to impress and ready to go for your photo (caps & gowns will 

be provided for you)

• Purchase graduation announcements, class rings, diploma frames, and other grad-related items

• Join the Alumni Association

• And much much more…

GradFest will be held on Wednesday, March 6th and Thursday, March 7th in the 
Matador Bookstore Complex from 9:00 AM - 6:00 PM. For more information, 
visit the Commencement website at http://www.csun.edu/commencement. 
We look forward to seeing you there!



that the Filipino embassy 
gave me shortly after I 
disclosed my status.”

He went on to say 
that the focus has largely 
been on young people, 
particularly students, in 
the immigration reform 
debate, but it should not 
stop there.

Both Congress and the 
president proposed immi-
gration reform packages 
that focus on reprimand-
ing undocumented immi-
grants who have entered 
the country illegally and 
placing them in “the back 
of the line,” a term used 
to refer to the multi-year 
wait period that many 
immigrants are on when 
going through the proper 
channels. 

Chicana/o studies pro-
fessor Rudy Acuña was 
acknowledged at the event 
by Vargas as an inspira-
tional and historic figure 
for the state of Califor-
nia. CSUN is home to the 
nation’s first Chicana/o 
studies department, which 
was helped in part by 
Acuña.

“(Vargas) served as a 
role model for all of the 
students with a similar 
experience,” Acuña said.

Jose Rosas, 24, 
Chicana/o studies and 
anthropology double 
major, is also an undocu-
mented student. He is 
involved with Dreams 
to be Heard, a CSUN-
based undocumented stu-
dent support group. He 

co-founded an AB-540 
(undocumented students 
that are legally protected 
to go to school) support 
group at East Los Angeles 
College called Students 
for Equal Rights.

Rosas is hesitant 
in backing President 
Obama’s immigration 
reform package, consid-
ering the high level of 
deportations under his 
administration.

“The language they’re 
using to describe what 
they’re trying to do is not 
even going the right way,” 
he said. “It’s still calling 
us ‘illegals.’ I don’t see 
it realistically, those 12 
million immigrants, (that 
they) are going to get 
that chance. If you have 
a record, then you are put 
to the side. Unfortunately, 
not all of us are going to 
get covered. Just the few.”

Rosas understands that 
sometimes people have to 
be pragmatic.

“So many people are 
for this immigration 
reform, not because they 
really believe what immi-
gration reform is going to 
bring, but it’s because we 
need it,” Rosas said. 

“It’s an urgent neces-
sity.”

Vargas ended the event 
with a quote from Dr. 
Martin Luther King, Jr., 
urging people to act.

“History will have to 
record that the greatest 
tragedy of this period of 
social transition was not 
the strident clamor of the 
bad people, but the appall-
ing silence of the good 
people,” Vargas said.
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Trayvon: one year later
Residents gathered to remember the first anniversary of Martin’s murder

After several hit-and-
run accidents, including one 
on Sept. 12, 2012 that left a 
woman hospitalized, a traffic 
signal is set to be installed 
at the intersection of Rese-
da Boulevard and Dearborn 
Street.

Los Angeles City Coun-
cilman Mitchell Englander 
said a contractor is being 
selected to install the signal 
at the intersection.

According to the LAPD, 
42 collisions involving 
pedestrians have been report-
ed at the intersection in the 
past five years. Of those 42 
collisions, 19 were hit-and-
run incidents.

Within the past two years, 
there have been 10 misde-
meanor hit-and-runs with 
minimal injury, two felony 
hit-and-runs and one felony 
DUI.

“The entire corridor 
of Reseda Boulevard near 
CSUN has very heavy car, 
pedestrian and bicycle traf-

fic,” Englander said. “So 
traffic safety has always 
been a serious concern for 
us, LAPD, CSUN students 
and faculty and the surround-
ing community.”

Students said they take 
extra precautions when 
crossing the street at the 
intersection.

“Sometimes it makes me 
nervous to cross the street,” 
said Nancy Caballero, 19, 
freshman marine biology 
major. “You have to wait 
until it’s red (at Nordhoff 
Street) and red (at Prairie 
Street) to cross.” 

Englander, who repre-
sents the 12th District, which 
includes Northridge, said the 
community has been con-
cerned about the intersection 
for a while.

“Our office pushed to 
have a signal installed at this 
location because we have 
known for many years that 
it is dangerous, and we have 
known about every one of the 
pedestrian collisions,” Eng-
lander said.

Because the intersection 
is off campus, accidents that 
occur at this intersection are 
under the jurisdiction of the 
LAPD.

“LAPD is the primary 
agency for this intersection,” 
said Christina Villalobos, 
public information officer 
for CSUN’s Department of 
Police Services. “However, 
that’s not to say (the CSUN 
Police Department) hasn’t 
assisted them.”

CSUN police and LAPD 
came together to conduct a 
pedestrian safety sting opera-
tion in 2010. During the two-
and-a-half hour sting, more 
than 100 citations were writ-
ten to drivers who did not 
yield to pedestrians.

Englander said approval 
for a light at the intersection 
occurred about 2 years ago. 

“We worked to identify 
and secure federal transpor-
tation safety funds to pay for 
the design and installation,” 
Englander said. 

Modern traffic signals are 
estimated to cost between 
$150,000 and $300,000 
depending on the type of traf-
fic signal.

Bids are now in for the 
construction of a traffic sig-
nal at the intersection, Eng-
lander said. Once a contrac-
tor is selected, he expects the 
signal to be up and running 
within a couple months.
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High-traffic intersection to get signal
The accident-prone Dearborn and Reseda crosswalk will  
get a new signal after more than 42 pedestrian collisions

Jason gallaher
dAily SUNdiAl
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Keith James, a supporter of the revolutionary Communist Party, speaks on the frequency of gun vio-
lence in the los Angeles area during a press conference held during the event.

A young supporter holds a picture of trayvon Martin during the one year anniversary of his death.

Neighbors and activ-
ists gathered at Leinert Park 
in downtown LA to honor 
Trayvon Martin on the one 
year anniversary of his 
death and to call attention 
to gun violence on Tuesday.

About 60 people attend-
ed the gathering, and many 
held signs with Martin’s 
picture. Some wore hood-
ies in remembrance of his 
attire when he was killed, 
and others held up a bag 
of Skittles – what Martin 
was holding during his con-
frontation with George Zim-
merman, the neighborhood 
watchmen who has been 
accused of killing Martin, 
whose is trial is set to begin 
in June.
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Matador Reporter
Associated Students News and Announcements

Associated Students  is the official seat of student governance for the campus. The 
Student Government division represents the student body, advocates their needs, and defends their interests in 
dealings with faculty, campus administrators and government officials.
 
Sport Clubs   Outdoor Adventures  Children’s Center  Ticket Office  Recycling Service

www.csunas.org   |   (818) 677-2477

Bike Locking Tips 
Always lock your bike's frame and wheels with a high-quality, modern U-lock.
Remove all detachable items like lights, bags and quick release parts.
Lock to a bike rack, parking meter or firmly affixed sign pole 
Register your bicycle with CSUN's Bicycle Registration Program 
Engrave/mark the frame of your bicycle 
Secure your bicycle to a designated bicycle rack. 

Don’t lock just the tire. The rest of the bike can still be removed.
Don’t lock your bike in the same location all the time. 
Don’t make it easy! Take the time to properly lock your bike.

For more information and to register your bike, visit
http://www-admn.csun.edu/dps/police/L
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What is RecycleMania? 
RecycleMania is a friendly benchmarking tool for university 
recycling programs to promote waste reduction activities to 
their campus communities. Over an 8-week period each 
spring, colleges across the United States report the amount 
of recycling and trash collected each week.  With each 
week’s updated ranking, participating schools follow their 
performance against other colleges and use the results to 
rally their campus to reduce and recycle more. So make 
sure you recycle and get CSUN on the map!!!

To find out what how you can recycle on campus, visit 
csunas.org/recycling

CSUN Numbers
Second Week

3,085 LB.
Cardboard

274 LB.
Beverage 
Containers 

1,641 LB.
Paper 

Senate Agenda 
March 01, 2013

Grand Salon (USU) at 9 a.m.

The Senate will:

Hear a presentation by the Department of Police Services about their programs and 
services.

Appoint a new senator for the College of Social and Behavioral Sciences.

Review the approval of the constitution of Eta Nu Chapter of Phi Mu Fraternity.

Consider amendments to A.S. policies regarding “Conflict of Interest” and the “Acquisition 
Management of Grants and Donations”

Open 

Forum

Online
Have a question for your student 
senators? Can’t attend Senate Friday 
9am meetings? Now you can submit 
your concerns, comments and/or 
questions online and we will read it to 
the senate for you. 

www.csunas.org

Minute
in A

Want to know what happened at the 

last Senate Meeting? Watch our 

weekly Senate in a Minute.
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Petitioners, this is not your turf!  

on the way from Sierra Center to the 
bookstore complex last week, I was greeted 
with an unfortunately familiar sight. An out-
side organization had claimed a table at the 
edge of the garden near the bookstore walk-
way. Three men descended on passing students 
asking for donations to support their cause.

I had to suppress my inner cranky old 
lady. I wanted to shake my ineffectual little 
fist at them and shout, “Get off my lawn!”

Students are approached by solicitors 
every day on our campus. Some want you 
to attend a “free” movie, others want your 
signature on a petition, a few may be offer-
ing a great deal on manicures. They are not 
always contained to one area or table. And 
they don’t generally take “no” for an answer, 
either. Students have been approached while 
eating lunch outdoors, walking to the library 
and entering the parking garage…on the same 
day.

There are all kinds of tactics to avoid 
dealing with that awkward social moment: 
denying a complete stranger their request. 
Cell phones suddenly appear out of nowhere 
and imaginary music plays through hastily-
popped-in ear phones. One fellow student 
simply tells petitioners she’s Canadian.

Most of us like our school. God knows 
there are days when we spend more time here 
than at home with our families. We expect 
to feel comfortable and safe on campus. If 
we choose to buy a doughnut from a stu-
dent club’s bake-sale, we know the money 
is going to support actual CSUN students. 
Maybe there are some trust issues here, but 
we really shouldn’t hand over money to some 
guy we just met because he says it’s “for the 
children”. The least he could do is trade us a 
cookie for our dollar.

As students, we’re usually not in any kind 
of position to be granting their requests for 
money anyway. The high-pressure tactics 
some groups use are just offensive. A lot of 
us have loans. There’s often a stack of bills 
to pay sitting on the kitchen counter. The last 
thing we need is a guilt trip from a complete stranger because we 
won’t hand over our lunch money. Didn’t we leave those bullies 
back in the grammar school playground?

According to the Matador Involvement Center’s policies, 
outside groups should be getting permission to solicit on campus. 
The policy states that “the use of campus grounds and facilities 
for the purpose of seeking donations may be permitted in accor-
dance with reasonable directives as to time, place and manner,” 
and that these groups, “must obtain the appropriate event and 
space reservation form from the Matador Involvement Center…”

Interesting. There is no way the multiple organizations occu-
pying the same space, handing out information and hitting us up 
for money, all got permission to be outside the bookstore at the 
same time. I don’t buy it and neither should you. 

First, there are two kinds of groups who come on campus 
looking for our attention. Some are simply here to hand out 
information or request signatures. Think of all the folks running 
around during the election season with their ballot initiatives or 
the ones who want to talk to you about Jesus.

Vicki Allen, assistant director at The Matador Involvement 
Center explains that these groups should be registering with the 
Center, but that the university cannot infringe upon the First 
Amendment rights of others. If a group simply wishes to dissemi-
nate information, they have a right to do so. And students have 
the right to ignore them.

“Nine times out of 10, if they’re asked to register with us, they 
will,” Allen said.

The second kind of organization, is here to ask for money, 
and once money is involved the rules change. Groups wishing to 

seek donations for their cause should be registered 
and assigned a table and a time to be on campus. 
These folks should not be approaching passersby 
or following them down the sidewalks, though 
they often do.

If a group has registered, they should have been 
given a form to prove it. Ask to see it. By regis-
tering with the school, they have been assigned a 
table and the center knows they’re here. In addi-
tion, most smaller charities register with the coun-
ty and have an identification card they can show 
when they fill out their CSUN campus forms. You 
can ask to see that, too.

Charitable giving has been on the rise the last 
couple of years according to a 2012 report by the 
Center on Philanthropy at Indiana University. It’s a 
great indication of economic recovery that people 
are willing to give again. Unfortunately, scammers 
are on the rise too. Rather than drop a dollar in 
their outstretched hands on campus, many people 
prefer to make an annual donation through official 
channels. Not only do you get a tax credit, but a 
quick internet search can help determine if they’re 
really on the up-and-up. 

And then there are the people selling something 
that just seems too good to be true. A stranger’s 
presence on campus doesn’t equate to forthright 
honesty. Those coupon books with $100 worth 
of spa services for only fifty bucks? Probably a 
scam. Half off the price on a paintball adventure? 
Most likely not legit. If we wouldn’t buy it from 
a stranger at the mall, why hand over money just 
because someone wandered onto campus?

If you see a group wandering campus asking 
for money, report them. They should be behind 
a table. If you’ve been harassed by any of these 
people, report them. If a solicitor has the nerve to 
touch you, for Christ’s sake report them. And do 
it right away. Like, before they have a chance to 
run off.

If these so-called organizations didn’t make 
so much off of us, it wouldn’t be worth it to hang 
around the bookstore all day. If more of us just 
walked on by, they’d eventually get the message 
and go someplace else.

The next time someone asks you for a donation, 
offers you a “free” movie ticket or wants you to 
sign something, ask them if they’ve registered to 
be on campus. If not, you might just want to make 
a quick call on your handy-dandy smartphone to 
(818) 677-5111 and let the Matador Involvement 
Center know we have uninvited guests.

Then, tell them to get the hell off your lawn.

– Michelle Reuter is a graduating senior who has dodged 
solicitors from New York to L.A. She enjoys shaking her inef-
fectual little fist at impertinent petitioners whenever she gets 
the chance.

Michelle ReuteR
daily sundial

illustra tion by  dustin johnson / contributor

correction
In Mondays article, “LA’s hold on the Valley 
should be severed,” the poll stated LA is a  
county when in fact it is a city. 
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How to play: 
Fill in the grid so that every row, 
every column, and every 3x3 box 
contains the digits 1 through 9.

Solution above.

The Daily Sundial does not 
knowingly accept advertisements that 
discriminate on the basis of race, eth-
nicity, religious preference, national 
origin or sex. 

The Daily Sundial accepts 
no responsibility for claims in or 
response to advertisements placed in 
the paper. Be cautious in answering 
ads, especially when you are asked 
to send cash or provide personal or 
financial information.

Classified Ads

sudoku

Los Angeles Times Daily Crossword Puzzle 
Edited by Rich Norris and Joyce Lewis

FOR RELEASE FEBRUARY 27, 2013

ACROSS
1 Not interesting
7 Real heel

10 German exports
14 Beaucoup
15 Eight-time Norris

Trophy winner
16 Bit attachment
17 *Largest port in

NW Africa
19 “Black Beauty”

author Sewell
20 Metric distances:

Abbr.
21 Athos, to Porthos
22 Word with dark or

gray
24 *Warrior’s cry
27 Hersey novel

setting
30 Rob Roy’s refusal
31 Four-time

Grammy winner
Lovett

32 *Picnic side dish
35 23-Down’s div.
37 As found
38 Pupil surrounder
41 Ft. Worth campus
42 *Knocking sound
46 Australian six-

footers
49 Punching tool
50 “SNL” alum Mike
51 *Delighted
54 Animals who like

to float on their
back

55 Female hare
56 “Hardly!”
59 Violin holder
60 *Island nation in

the Indian Ocean
64 A sweatshirt may

have one
65 Rocker Rose
66 Sedative
67 Overnight lodging

choices
68 Low grade
69 Incursions ... or,

phonetically, what
the answers to
starred clues
contain

DOWN
1 With 2-Down,

“Rio Lobo” actor
2 See 1-Down
3 __ stick: incense

4 Hagen often
mentioned on
“Inside the Actors
Studio”

5 Head, slangily
6 Key of

Beethoven’s
“Emperor”
concerto

7 Funnel-shaped
8 Compass-aided

curve
9 Pulitzer category

10 Like a spoiled kid,
often

11 Unwritten
reminder

12 Cab storage site
13 Hunted Carroll

creature
18 Microwave

maker
23 Braves, on

scoreboards
24 Against
25 Exactly
26 Mauna __
27 “Whoso diggeth

__ shall fall
therein”:
Proverbs

28 Fundraiser with
steps?

29 Thing taken for
granted

33 California’s Big __
34 Not dis?
36 Chow
39 Avatar of Vishnu
40 Wd. derivation
43 Some Duracells
44 Silly talk
45 Foil maker
47 Capsizes
48 Neighbor of Isr.

51 __ Minh
52 Comparable to a

March hare
53 Words with lamb

or mutton
56 School sports org.
57 Like Cheerios
58 Half of seis
61 Fire truck item
62 G.I.’s mail drop
63 Paul McCartney,

for one

Tuesday’s Puzzle Solved
By Mark Bickham 2/27/13

(c)2013 Tribune Media Services, Inc. 2/27/13

Solution to 
today’s sudoku

CLASSIFIED DISCLAIMER
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Write your ad and click Continue to begin the billing 
process. You're done!

Go to dailysundial.com/classifieds and 
log in as a new user or retur ning customer. 

Choose Print Line Only Classifieds. 
Pick your ad category and print date(s).

Place a Daily Sundial print ad 
in 3 easy steps: 

ROOM FOR RENT
Room private bathroom, Wi-Fi, 
Garage, Laundy, share kitchen, 
Tennis, Pool, CALL 818-203-9438,  
Lassen/Sepulveda

Room for rent, female pre-
ferred, fully furnished,TV/DVD/
internet,full house privileges, 
pool/spa. DWP inc $500 Please 
call (818)360-9978.

FoR REntFoR REnt

Say you saw it
 in the Sundial Classifieds!

NORTHRIDGE guesthouse for rent, 1 
bedroom, 1 bath, living room, front 
house w/private entrance, located 
in very desirable area of Northridge, 
all new, $1200 Month inclds uitilites, 
internet & cable. For  more infor-
mation, visit dailysundial.com/clas-
sifieds, Listing ID#  49912227.

To apply, visit 
www.searsholdings.com/careers

Search Keyword: Telephone sales Chatsworth
Contact info: (818) 885-3000 or chatsworthjobs@searshc.com 

EOE/AA Background Check / Drug Screen conducted.

Positions filling fast

Are you a motivated, energetic, sales-driven, competitive
individual? Then we have an opportunity for you to join our elite 

team where you can earn up to $20 per hour based on your sales 
performance, with unlimited potential to go higher! The job: sell 

Protection Agreements over the phone from leads generated from 
our customer database. Full-time/Part-time schedules available.

local
Hiring! 



Follow us on Twitter 
@sundialsports57 for  
play-by-play coverage of 
CSUN sporting eventsSportsFebruary 27, 2013 sports@sundial.csun.edu

8
daily sundial•csund a i ly  s u n d i a l • c s u n

Rev. Tyler takes the field at CSUN

c o l u m n

Manti Te’o unable to prove he is the best ILB

Recent transfer from Northwestern and ordained minister Jennifer Tyler begins first season at Northridge

An anthropology major, 
softball player and ordained 
minister. That’s something you 
don’t hear everyday. 

Redshirt sophomore utility 
player Jennifer Tyler remem-
bers the day her sister asked 
to marry her and her boyfriend 
after seeing an episode of the 
Canadian show, “Degrassi,” 
where a couple was married by 
their best friend. 

“We loved it,” Tyler said. 
“We thought it was more per-
sonal and our family isn’t reli-
gious. My sister, being super 
emotional at the time, asked 
me to marry her and her boy-
friend.”

After an online question-
naire she took through some 
church she can’t even remem-
ber the name of, Tyler is now 
an ordained minister and has 
the certificate to prove it. 

“It’s kind of been an ongo-
ing joke,” she said. “I can be 
called a reverend. I can be 
called a healer. I can be called 
an educator. My 
teammates and I 
are really enjoy-
ing it. They call 
me Rev. Jen 
or Rev. Tyler 
and it’s kind of 
funny.”

But Tyler 
takes her educa-
tion and softball 
very seriously. 

B e g i n -
ning her col-
lege career at 
Northwestern, 
Tyler origi-
nally planned 
on being an 
OB/GYN. Dif-
ficulty finding 
the program 
and getting the credentials ulti-
mately led Tyler down a differ-
ent path toward biology. 

“I was taking all these really 

intense classes like chemistry, 
calculus two and French, and 
I ended up dropping chemistry 
so I could pass the rest of my 
classes,” she said. “Grades are 
really important to me and I’m 
not OK with a C.”

She started taking some 
anthropology classes after her 
adviser recommended doing 
something beyond the typical 
biology major to increase her 
chances of getting into medical 
school. 

Anthropology seemed 
like the right fit because of 
its strong biological aspect and 
involvement in human dynam-
ics. The classes helped her find 
her passion and connect with 
her professors, she said. So she 
eventually changed her major, 
she said.

Tyler, now a junior at 
CSUN, has kept her anthropol-
ogy major. 

“I’m doing general anthro-
pology, but I’m specialized in 
archaeology,” Tyler said. “I 
love learning about other cul-
tures and learning about differ-
ent traditions and rituals. I just 
think it’s amazing how diverse 
our world is.”

When transferring to CSUN 
from Northwestern, Tyler said 

she looked 
mainly at the 
demographics 
and location. 
She wanted to 
go somewhere 
different that 
had sun almost 
all year round, 
but still wanted 
to stay relative-
ly close to her 
family.

“Living in 
Arizona my 
entire life, trav-
eling to Califor-
nia, vacationing 
in California, 
has always 
been kind of a 
big bright side 

and a lot of fun in my mind,” 
Tyler said. “I also really wanted 
to help the softball program 
here and go back to what its 

traditions were.”
Growing up as the youngest 

of three girls all one year apart, 
Tyler was often in the shadow 
of her sisters. Tyler and her 
sisters were always involved in 
team sports; never individual 
sports.

Around seventh grade, 
Tyler was pretty serious when 
it came to playing both club 
soccer and softball, as were her 
sisters. 

“It got really expensive for 
both my sisters and I to do that 
and it was a hectic lifestyle,” 
she said. “My parents knew 
that in our generation it was 
evident that club sports were 
your ticket into college. I chose 
softball mostly because my sis-
ters chose softball.”

Softball has led to many 
memories for Tyler, and holds 
a special place in her heart 
because of the bond it created 
with her family.

“Softball is important to 
me because I played it with 
my sisters. I would say every 
memory I have of my child-
hood, every vacation we had 
and stuff of that aspect was sur-
rounded with a softball tourna-
ment,” Tyler said. “We would 
go to a week-long tournament 
in Colorado and have maybe 
a morning game and the rest 
of the day was what we’d do 
as our family vacation. Every-
body in the family talks about 
it, everybody knows about it 
and that’s why it really touches 
home and my heart.”

Tyler has not married her 
sister as of yet but believes it 
will happen in the next year or 
two. Besides that, Tyler has no 
other plans to use her title.

Now she’s taking on being 
a Lamaze coach for one of 
her sisters. Tyler was enthralled 
when her sister came home 
from her softball season seven 

months pregnant and needed to 
start her classes. She loved the 
idea of learning about the entire 
process and the development of 
the class. 

“The first class I went to 
with her, I came straight from 
softball practice and was a 
complete mess. I stunk and my 
sister, of course, is all dolled 
up,” she said. “It actually 
helped out, though, when we 
went to the hospital the day she 
went into labor because I knew 
the whole thing about the focal 
point and her exercises.” 

Tyler is set to graduate Fall 
2013. She is debating between 
doubling up on classes and 
work towards both a masters 
of science in anthropology and 
a general masters of business 
administration. She’s consider-
ing a graduate school in Ari-
zona, specializing in admin-
istration or human resource 
management. 

Choosing to transfer to 
Northridge has been an uplift-
ing experience not just for 
Tyler, but her entire family. The 
close proximity gives her fam-
ily the chance to come out, see 
her play and support the team.

“Even my mom says con-
stantly how much of a change 
she sees in my happiness,” she 
said. “I don’t know if it’s just 
(because it’s) always sunny and 
I’m not covered in two feet 
of snow all the time, but I 
just think what we’re doing out 
here is really going to translate 
to this season and I’m really 
excited to start playing.”

Even with such a passion 
for anthropology and her goal 
of getting a master’s degree, 
Tyler hasn’t lost focus as a 
softball player. 

“I love softball and would 
be all for playing after col-
lege if someone would take 
me,” she said.

Melissa siMon
senior reporter

Loren TownsLey / Photo Editor

redshirt sophomore utility softball player Jennifer tyler is in her first season as a Matador after spending the previous two years at 
northwestern university.

Notre Dame inside line-
backer Manti Te’o, surrounded 
by controversy off the field 
with his hoax dead girlfriend 
story, had the chance to put 
that aside and focus on football 
at the NFL Combine this past 
weekend.

Needing to show that the 

BCS National Champion-
ship game performance was 
that of a fluke and not the 
kind of player he will be in 
adversity, Te’o disappoint-
ed everyone. 

Te’o ran a disappoint-
ing 4.82 second 40-yard 
dash, potentially dropping 
his draft stock even further 
than the hoax story already 
has, from projected early-
first round pick to a middle 
of the pack second round 
selection. 

That time put him near 
the end of all linebackers, 

20 out of 26, but it wasn’t 
just the 40-yard dash that 
was disappointing. 

Te’o participated in five 
of the seven combine drills 
and failed to rank in the top-5 
of any of them. For someone 
who’s draft stock had been so 
high just a few months ago, 
this is a devastating drop.

Maybe it was the Ameri-
can’s public love of such 
a heart-warming story that 
allowed Te’o’s abilities 
to shine brighter, playing 
in games after his grand-
mother and “girlfriend” had 

died. Te’o is definitely an 
above average linebacker, 
recording 101 tackles, 1.5 
sacks and seven intercep-
tions in 2012, but there are 
better picks for teams need-
ing to draft a linebacker.

Georgia inside lineback-
er Alec Ogletree was a mon-
ster for Georgia’s defense 
after missing four games in 
the beginning of the season 
due to a failed drug test. In 
his 2012 season, he record-
ed 111 tackles, three sacks 
and an interception, guid-
ing him to the top position 

for linebackers in the draft.
Kevin Minter, Louisi-

ana State University’s top 
inside linebacker, is another 
product of a consistent NFL 
producing team. Recording 
130 tackles, four sacks, an 
interception and fumble, 
Minter helped lead a domi-
nating line, and is known 
for his speed and hard hits.

Te’o will have a NFL 
career, when and where he 
is selected in the draft is 
another story. Though as we 
have seen throughout the 
history of the draft, where 

you are selected is not 
indicative of potential suc-
cess, thank you Tom Brady 
for proving that point. 

An American public look-
ing to hang its hat on such an 
inspirational story of Manti 
Te’o and all that he over-
came throughout the year, 
made an average player blow 
up into what many thought 
was the next great of the 
NFL. We all got hoaxed, and 
Te’o has fallen back to Earth 
with the numbers he has pro-
duced at both the Combine 
and Championship game.

Casey DeliCh
sports editor

“it’s kind of been an 
ongoing joke. i can 

be called a reverend. 
i can be called a 
healer. i can be 

called an educator. 
My teammates and i 
are really enjoying it. 
they call me rev. Jen 
or rev. tyler and it’s 

kind of funny.”

—Jennifer TyLer
r edshirt sophomore utility 

softball player




