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Graduate in the running for People
Magazine's Teacher of the Year

JOHN SARINGO-RODRIGUEZ / PHOTO EDITOR

CSUN alumna Genein Letford, music teacher at New Academy Canoga Park is nominated for the inaugural People magazine Teacher of

the Year Award.

MICHAEL ARVIZU
DAILY SUNDIAL

ALK INTO Genein

Letford’s classroom

at NEW Academy in

Canoga Park on any
given morning, and you may
hear the unmistakable sounds of
plastic recorders being played
by a chorus of students.

Letford is the music edu-
cator and works in the gifted
program at this kindergarten
to fifth-grade charter school of
about 500 students, located six
miles southwest of the CSUN
campus. Letford’s assignment
at NEW Academy is her first
full-time teaching job since
graduating from CSUN with
her teaching credential and
master’s degree. She began at
NEW Academy in 2005 as a
third-grade teacher.

Buteven though NEW Acad-
emy is her first teaching job, Let-
ford has already made an impact
through her work with students.
This is evidenced by the mul-

tiple accolades she has received
from her peers, including the
Great American Teacher Award
in 2010, and the National Sontag
Prize in Urban Education. Now,
Letford has been nominated for
the inaugural People magazine
Teacher of the Year Award.

Early this summer, People
invited their readers to nomi-
nate their favorite teachers by
submitting an online applica-
tion. Based on those applica-
tions, People magazine editors
narrowed down the finalists to
six. The public was then able to
cast online votes for who they
believe should win the Teacher
of the Year award. Voting ended
Sept. 6, and the final winner
will be announced this Friday.

Other nominees include
teachers from Arkansas, Wash-
ington, Bakersfield, and Tuc-
son. Kaylie Gomez, Letford’s
fellow CSUN alumna and a
teacher at Wisdom Academy
for Young Scientists in South
Central Los Angeles, has also
been nominated.

While teaching third-grade,

See TEACHER, page 7

Texting while driving can cost lives

CLARISSA PERKINS
CONTRIBUTOR

STEPHANIE GUTIERREZ,
23, senior public health
promotion major, remem-
bers the day her boyfriend
was killed in a Metrolink
train derailing accident in
Chatsworth in September
12, 2008.

“Chaos is the best word I can

use to describe that day,” Her-
nandez said. “And to think that
the engineer and 100 texts stood
in between the life of my boy-
friend and his untimely death.”

The engineer was texting
while operating the train and
refused to acknowledge sev-
eral emergency notifications
instructing a switch of tracks in
order to avoid collision with a
freight train.

The CSUN Health Admin-
istration Student Association

(HASA) came together with

the Jacob Hefter Founda-
tion at the Northridge Center
Wednesday night in an effort
to raise awareness among stu-
dents about the dangers of
texting while driving.

The Jacob Hefter Founda-
tion was founded by Alan and
Angela Hefter, the parents of
CSULB college freshman and
avid golfer Jacob Hefter who,
along with 29 others, was
killed in the accident.

Hernandez is passionate
about the foundation and the

notion that no text is so impor-
tant that it cannot wait.

“We all have the option,
choice and power to make the
right decision,” said Hernandez.

The California Highway
Patrol (CHP) and the Los
Angeles Fire Department
(LAPD) were in attendance
and on board with the idea that
“it (texting) can wait”.

CHP Officer Gil Hernan-
dez emphasized the impor-
tance of driving while dis-
tracted and the consequenc-

es that are sure to follow
such a decision.

“As drivers, you should not
only focus on the dangers of
drinking and driving but also
texting being involved with
other distractions as well,”
Hernandez said. “Distracted
driving is a comparable killer
to drunk driving.”

Among volunteers for the
event were students from Palm-
dale High School, where Jacob
Hefter graduated from as vale-
dictorian in 2008.

WHY GTA VIS NOT
A MASTERPIECE

Senior Nina Crosby, 17,
became a volunteer because the
Hefter tragedy hit close to home.

“My brother was a close
friend of his and I experienced
firsthand the effects a decision
like texting while driving has on
those left behind,” Crosby said,
“I joined as soon as I started at
Palmdale High because I never
wanted to have to go through
that with my friends.”

See TEXTING, page 5
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Mexican border

CLARISSA CORONA
CONTRIBUTOR

TARAH DAVIS, a graduate stu-
dent studying art at CSUN recently
visited Ensenada, Mexico, located
south of San Diego through the
CSUN Mexico Teacher Project.
During the trip, Davis was exposed
to a new culture that broadened
her understanding of the world.

“This trip was such a wonderful
experience. I did not realize how
different the education is in other
parts of the world,” Davis said. “I
found myself mentally comparing
and contrasting (schools in Cali-
fornia to schools in Mexico).”

Under the advisement of Dr.
Alfonso Nava of the Department
of Secondary and founder of the
CSUN Mexico Teacher Project,
the program was reborn last week-
end, Oct. 5th through the 7th, after
a 13-year hiatus.

“We had, unfortunately, a
decade of violence in Mexico
where the state department had
issued a warning to all the uni-
versities not to travel to Mexico,”
Nava said. “There are certain
case by case where you can pres-
ent a proposal to go to Mexico
with your students and they will
investigate the area you want to
go to.”

The purpose of the Mexico
Teacher Project is to give ESL
lessons to high school students,

COURTESY OF CSUN MEXICO TEACHER PROJECT

A CSUN student teaches English to an autoshop class on his trip to Ensenada, Mexico last Friday through Saturday.

in Mexico, that plan on working
in tourism.

“You don’t think about col-
lege not being an option for most
people in other countries... I will
be signing up for this trip in the
future and I encourage other stu-
dents to join as well,” Davis said.

The project is ideal for those
who one day want to become an
educator, Dr. Nava said.

“If students come here from

Mexico, they get traumatized.
When a teacher in training here at
CSUN [goes to Mexico], they get
traumatized. They get to actually
feel what the students here, who
don’t speak English, feel,” he said.

It was not an easy task to
get the project going again. It
required paperwork, time, and
patience by Nava. He was for-
tunate to have the support of his
department chair, Mike Rivas, and

the Dean of the Michael D. Eisner
College of Education, Michael
Spagna. The Chancellor’s office
was also supportive.

According to Nava, paperwork
has to be completed with the office
of Insurance and Risk Management.
Every student has to pay 51 dollars
for insurance. It is also vital that all
students have a passport.

“Six months ago, I applied to
the Chancellor’s office at CSU with

open to CSUN program

Chancellor White, who is from
Argentina. He wanted to get the
project going again,” Nava said.

The CSUN Mexico Teacher
Project was ongoing for 30 years
before their work was interrupted
in 2000. Now, after 13 years with-
out the program, Nava said it is
now available to any student inter-
ested in experiencing a different
culture. Those who go on the trip
do not stay in hotels, but rather in
the homes of welcoming families.

“Tourism is back. It’s impor-
tant to start reopening our agree-
ment with the Mexican schools
and universities. I think it’s a
good thing,” Nava said.

The project also sponsors an
orphanage in Ensenada named
Familias Para Nifios, in which they
take supplies, food and diapers for
the children. CSUN students col-

lect and give their donations.

While on their trip, Nava
and the Mexico Teacher Project
received an award by a high
school celebrating its anniver-
sary. CSUN was there 40 years
ago when it opened. The award
was for the help the project has
given and the government’s rec-
ognition of CSUN’s exchange
program as well as their desire to
reopen the program.

The Mexico Teacher Project is
heading back down to Ensenada
this November. For information
on joining this organization, con-
tact Dr. Alfonso Nava at 677-
2531 in the Department of Sec-
ondary Education.

FOR SALE

1,000’s of jobs
& internships are

waiting for you.
LOOK NOW AT

>>> dailysundial.com/classifieds

000

HOUSING JOBS




News | 3

OCTOBER 17,2013 » DAILY SUNDIAL « CSUN « CITY@CSUN.EDU

Ceramics Guild serves up art and chili

JONATHAN DIAZ
SENIOR STAFF

COLORFUL CERAMIC
bowls and mugs lined the
tables at the CSUN Art and
Design Center yesterday as
students sold their creations
to raise funds for the CSUN
Ceramics Guild.

The club hopes to raise
enough funds to send stu-
dents to the National Coun-
cil on Education for the
Ceramic Arts in Milwaukee.

“The conference is a
really good opportunity

for students to learn more
about ceramics.” The other
goal of the sale was to
provide visibility for the
ceramics class, said Jack
Shanklin, vice president of
the guild. “It’s fun, we’re
very open and welcoming.”

Students that browsed the
tables bought items to sup-
port their fellow art majors.

“l love having unique,
hand-made bowls and cups
to use,” said Naomi Tarle,

32, graduate art student.
After students bought

their bowl or mug they were
able to fill them with chili,
vegetarian chili or coffee.
many

However, students

VICTORIA BECERRIL/ DAILY SUNDIAL

The CSUN Ceramics Guild Club hosted a chili fundraiser Oct. 16, to
raise money for guest lectures and supplies for the students.

opted to use the available
styrofoam cups instead.
The prices ranged from $5
to $45.

Lucia Sbardellati, a
senior at CSUN and secre-
tary of the guild, said she
joined the club because of
her love and passion for
ceramics.

“l kind of like getting
dirty and playing with
clay,” she said. “It’s differ-
ent than anything else.”

Even though Sbardellati
has been with the guild for
three years she is not an art
student.

“I’'m a liberal studies
major, but I love doing
ceramics,” she said. “It’s
almost like meditation.”

Various levels of exper-
tise were on display, from
beginning to advanced, but
Sbardellati picked out some
beginning students ceram-
ics that she enjoyed.

“The beginning students
come up with interesting
color combinations,” she
said while she held a small
blue and orange bowl.

Another ceramics sale
will be held Dec. 2 where
the money raised will go
directly to the artists. The
Ceramics Guild Chili Sale
will take place again today
from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. at the
Art and Design Center on
Plummer Ave.

Earn your MBA on campus

or online from Azusa Pacific.

MBA

MASTER OF BUSINESS
ADMINISTRATION

Maximize your career potential and leadership ability
with a traditional business degree that focuses

on strategy and finance, as well as analytical and
relational skills. Professors are industry experts

who emphasize ethical conduct and experience-
based learning. Six optional concentrations are also
available in the on-campus program.

OTHER PROGRAM OPTIONS

MAM

MASTER OF ARTS
IN MANAGEMENT

Now enrolling. Apply today at

apu.edu/go/businessleadership/

@ 38 units

@ 12—36 months

MLOS

MASTER OF ARTS
IN LEADERSHIP AND
ORGANIZATIONAL STUDIES

14959

AZUSA PACIFIC

UNIVERSITY

God First Since 1899

—

VCTRIA BECERRIL/ DAILYUNDIAL
CSUN students browse over a wide variety of student-made ceramic pieces where purchases helped
the CSUN Ceramics Guild Club fundraise for guest speakers and supplies.

VICTORIA BECERRIL/ DAILY SUNDIAL
Students were able to buy student-made bowls and fill them with vegetarian or regular chili, which
helped support the ceramics club.

Acne or
acne scarring?
We can help.

New state-of-the-art
laser and medical
treatments can
significantly improve
acne and scarring.

Treatments improve:
e ache
e scarring
e discoloration

To find out if treatments
are right for you, call now
to schedule a consultation.

L

Lawrence Osman, M.D.
Board-certified dermatologist

18546 Roscoe Blvd., Suite 306
Northridge, CA 91324
(818) 885-0455 « www.drosman.com
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SUNDIAL ONLINE SUNDIAL MOBILE
News, Sports, Opinions Read all of your favorite
Entertainment & more sections
. . . Latest
Read and place Classified Ads Sundial Deals: exclusive : NR——
discounts for our readers PR outdueled by powertul New
Seal’Ch the SUﬂdlal ArChive Having witnessed two teammates
Browse our Classified Ads p B 4 Theinsular world of comics
. . A : A key element in finding one's love
View exclusive content ER T for comics has to be identifying the *
. . ' one character you relate to, one
USU event hStlngS QPOCC comes to CSUN
The Queer People of Color 3
. Conf (QPOCC) took pl
SRC classes and info S SUN campus beginning onthe
I CSUN Young Democrats
Take Out Food near Northridge

- Ol
P 9_“ ive Garden

you're here, you're family.

getitnow .
for your Apple p
or Android device

Join us

We love contributors. If you like to write,
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Sundial might just be the place for you.

S

Like us on Facebook and follow us on
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for breaking news, contests and more.
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sundialinfo@csun.edu
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THEFT AUTO
V’ STILL HAS SOME
GROWING UP TO DO.

See ™ TAKE CONTROL, page 2

ILLUSTRATION BY JASMINE MOCHIZUKI / VISUAL EDITOR
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Brutal violence tarnishes so-called “masterpiece”

ALYSHA GARRETT-

BYRD
DAILY SUNDIAL

AS OF THIS WEEK, “Grand
Theft Auto V* has broken seven
Guinness World Records, including
the fastest game to gross $1 billion
in sales. Multiple gaming sites,
IGN among them, have given the
latest “GTA" installment a perfect
rating. Critics and gamers alike
praise the title as a “masterpiece”
and proclaim that it is “utter per-
fection.” Why, then, do | disagree?

This isn't one of those “video
games are too violent” rants about
how the gaming industry needs
to change. I'm all for bringing the
pain, and occasional smackdown,
on CPUs...but for a purpose. In
“Tomb Raider” my ship crew was
being held hostage and | had to
fight my way to them to survive. In
the “Arkham” games, | was making
Gotham a safer place (criminals
needed a good beatdown). Granted
there are storylines and missions,
but, let's be honest, people love
GTA because of the crazy antics
you can get into at any point. Beat-
ing random civilians to a pulp for
no reason just isn't my thing.

"

SNL's skit involving the
game hilariously summarized
what people did while playing
and further strengthened my
thoughts that this game is so
huge because of the unconven-
tional antics within it.

The “GTA" series is known
for its implementation of taboos
and immoral acts. You can do
anything from run down people
with your car to solicit prosti-
tutes over and over again. You
can go spend your days in strip
clubs if you choose to or do some
drugs. Now that animals have
been added in “GTA V" people
have enjoyed uploading videos

/2

of the horrible things you can do
to them, like shoot them while
they are mating (really?).

The game receives so much
praise due to the open world it
provides, but the concept of an
open world isn't anything new.
Many games have the ability
to free roam. They are not all
great, but the concept is there.
Sometimes games require you
to complete the main story mode
before you can roam freely.
Adventure games, such as the
“Tomb Raider” reboot, use this
to allow players to find special
artifacts or upgrades that may
have been missed the first time
around. Another popular series,
“Assassin’s Creed,” has been
expanding the size of the game
map and area the player can
roam with each new title.

There have been many new
features added to "GTA V" that
can make me overlook the crude
happenings, such as the great
music selection and the being
able to switch between the
playable characters in different
missions.

Michael De Santa, one of the three protagonists of GTA V.

slowing down anytime soon so
it is unlikely that "GTA V" will

PHOTO COURTESY OF MCT

“GTA V" is in no way a hor-
rible game, but let's be honest,
people aren’t buying it for the
thrilling character development.
Mayhem is fun and creates end-
less hours of gaming, making
the $60 spent seem worthwhile
since the game isn't over just

be the last of the series.

The game is well made and
if I wasn't so turned off by the
prostitutes and senseless mur-
der, | might actually buy into
it. If you aren't phased by over-
the- top violence and graphic
sexual encounters, the game

a2 .
SCAN THIS QR CODE

PHOTO COURTESY OF MCT

The GTA V boys about to commit one of the many heists available to play throughout the game.
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Name one exercise
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“CSUN Trivia” to 46786
for a chance to win an

SRC headband.

California State University

Northridge

offers thrills and adventures
that make for a fun gaming
experience.

for an in-depth dis-
cussion on GTAV

because the story has been
completed. The success of the
franchise doesn't seem to be

Refinance Your Car Loan and Save Money!

Auto Loan Rates as low as

1.99% .+

Up to 66 Months!

Want to keep your car but lower your payments?
Refinance today!

* No payment due for first 90 days?
* No application fees or pre-payment penalties

« Call us for a payment quote today!

Apply Online For a Fast Response!

Chatsworth | Northridge
818.993.6328 | matadors.org
Twitter: @MatadorsCCU
Facebook: facebook.com/matadorsccu
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Your better alternative to a bank since 1963

Matadors
Community

Credit Union e |

Federally insured by NCUA

"APR=Annual Percentage Rate. Rates as of 04/15/13 and are subject to change at any time.
Must meet credit and income criteria. Automatic payments required. Rate quoted is the preferred
rate with a 66-month term. Sample payment: $320.19 based on new or used auto for $20,000
with a 66-month term. Subject to credit approval and membership eligibility. Other rates and
terms available. Restrictions may apply. Existing MCCU loans cannot be refinanced. Membership
required. ? Interest accrues from date of funding.
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Poe with a modern twist

MICHELLE

DOMINGUEZ
DAILY SUNDIAL

WITH HALLOWEEN |urking
around the corner planning your
fright night festivities is a must.
From questionable costumes to
ghoulish mazes, you need to be
scared! But can you believe that
reading a book could easily scare
the hell out of you?

Well, thanks to legendary
short story writer Edgar Allan Poe,
it can. Recognized as the master
of horror, the king of mystery and
the ruler of terror, Poe's chilling
dark tales come to life with a new
hands-on app.

“iPoe 1, the interactive and
illustrated Edgar Allan Poe col-
lection, was introduced to iPhone
and iPad users last fall by the
Barcelona based company, Play
Creatividad. This new app revo-
lutionizes the typical reading
experience by allowing you, the
student, to visualize all of Poe’s
tortured characters.

In “iPoe 1, a stream of
classical eerie music plays in
the background, here you choose
from three short stories and one
poem, “The Oval Portrait,” “the
Tell-Tale Heart,” “Annabel Lee”
and “The Masque of the Red
Death.” After picking your heart-
pounding tale this is when the
horrific fun ensues.

JOHN SARINGO-RODRIGUEZ / PHOTO EDITOR

iPoe app gives readers a scary lesson in classic literature.

Accompanied with menac-
ing graphics by illustrator, David
Garcia Fores, Poe’s stories liter-
ally come to life with a flick of
your finger. Touch one and you'll
be terrorized with live images of
a beating heart, a walking grim
reaper and a dying bride. The
app actively uses sound effects
throughout the stories to enhance
your fright levels so if you really
want to get scared turn off the
lights, closed the door and turn up
the volume.

The app has won awards
for the Best Fiction App at the
Publishing Innovation Awards
2012 and with good reason. In
a world where classic litera-
ture has taken a nose dive, this
innovative approach revives a
lost art and introduces it to tech
savvy students.

How many times have you
been in class forced to read some
ancient literary writing that you
had absolutely have no interest
in? Though Poe has been recog-
nized as one of the country’s most
brilliant horror writers, his stories
can be daunting to read for a
busy CSUN student, so the next
time your professor assigns you to
read Edgar Allan Poe don't waste
your money on a plain black and
white book, download iPoe and be
scared stiff as you learn.

Currently iPoe is only avail-
able for iPhones, iPads and iPods
who carry i0S 5 or later. The app
costs $3.99 but you may be able
to get it for free by downloading
AppsGonefree. As of Sept. 27,
iPoe 2 is available in the itunes
app store featuring stories like
“The Raven” and “The Black Cat.”

The Oviatt Library and the Bonita ). Campbell Endowment For Women In Science And Engineering present

JROPAN 2
W ke Ten

WIS E

‘Women in Science and Engineering

Keynote speech by Peggy Nelson,
vice president of engineering and global product development
for Northrop Grumman Aerospace Systems

INA
wGlFT
CARD!

WOoCT

OBER 22, 2013
4:00-6:00PM

OVIATT LIBRARY

Jack and Florence Ferman Presentation Room

DROP IN, TAKE |10 MINUTES
TOTALKTO AN INDUSTRY PROFESSIONAL
How does it worl?

After a short keynote speech, you will be able to sit
down at a table and converse and network with 5
different mentors, each at |0-15 minute intervals. This
is your opportunity to have a real talk with

professionals working  in all “sectors of the
technological workforce — from knowledge wo
to educators; scientists; engineers,and technici

http:/library.csun.edu/WISE
If you have additional questions please contact Joyclyn (jdunham(@csun.edu) or call (818) 677-26

Grim reminder of vile past

PATRICK WILKINSON
CONTRIBUTOR

IF YOU THOUGHT director
Steve McQueen’s last two films,
“Hunger” and “Shame,” didn't out
right define his goals as a filmmaker,
his latest, “12 Years a Slave,” further
propels his predilection for charting
uniquely raw and bleak territory.

CSUN had the distinct pleasure
on Saturday of viewing an advanced
screening of the film. The unique
occassion came about after Fox stu-
dios reached out to the Pan-African
studies department to screen the film
in the Armer Theatre.

Within minutes of the opening,
intelligent and charismatic Solomon
Northup (Chiwetel Ejiofor), upon
whom this true story is based, and
whose freedom in 1841 is seem-
ingly ahead of his time, is abducted
from his idyllic vision of reality and
violently thrown into the brutal life of
slavery. It's bold, dark, disturbing and
it's exactly what McQueen wants you
to experience.

McQueen isn't focused on ques-
tioning the brutality and horrors of
slavery. He's interested in exploring
its darkness. His camera often lingers
on moments most directors would cut
away from. But it's these moments of
skillfully handled violence and stark
realism that make up not only the
grit and despair but the astonishing
greatness of this film. They're subtle

as they are explicit. They're quiet
as they are loud. Not discounting
the sensitivity of the subject matter-
which is truly powerful- the film, like
“Hunger” and “Shame” is as much
about the madness and torture of
existence, perseverance, the will and
purpose 1o live, as it is about the 12
years of indescribable enslavement
that Solomon endures.

There's a beauty to McQueen's
touch, a beauty unmatched by few
directors operating on this level. The
film soars in its confidence, searing
execution, robust direction and mus-
cular performances of almost every
single person who graces the screen,
from the rawness of Ejiofor and Lupi-
ta Nyong'o, to the almost unrecogniz-
able Michael Fassbender as Edwin
Epps, who are all undoubted shoe-ins
for Oscar nominations.

Its only obvious flaw and truly

glaring weakness is miscasting
Brad Pitt and, frankly, including
him in the film. Not to discredit
him, for it weren't for Pitt, who's
one of the producers, a film of this
dimension would probably have
been more difficult to green light
and may never have been made.
Pitt is only with us briefly, but he's
unable to fully submerge into his
role, coming across as distract-
ing especially given his hand in
affecting Solomon’s fate. But in a
film of this caliber whose only aim
is high, it's a minor fatality.

McQueen may have been the
only director capable of balancing the
subject matter with such sensitivity
and complexity. He's an artful British
filmmaker known for his raw and
brutally honest approach and his out-
sider perspective may have very well
served him in good stead.

COURTESY OF MCT

Fassbender listens to reason in the harrowing ‘12 years a slave.”
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FOR THE WEEK OF OCTOBER 17-0CTOBER 24

Runway and A&M Productions presents

release party with cover Alex Vegal!
ebrate in style with a party that is sure to WOW. The offi-

sponsored by VALLEY PERFORMING ARTS CENTER (21 and OVER private event-Note all

7:00 p.m. to 2:00 a.m. :
Rock That Fashion VI & RUNWAY Fall Issue :
Release Party :

6523 West Sunset Blvd, Los Angeles 90028

Cost: $20 :

Rock
That Fashion VI event with the official Runway Fall issue 3
Join the fun and cel- :

10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.

The 2013 Calabasas Pumpkin Festival

Juan Bautista de Anza Park , 3701 Lost Hills Road
Cost: $5.00

Head out to the Calabasas Pumpkin Festival and enjoy
some fall fun with family and friends! Paint a pumpkin, stroll

. through vendors for keepsakes and Halloween treats, jam out
cial after party starts immediately after. Don't miss it! $
sales are
final and there are no refunds on any tickets purchased.) <

to music by DJ’s spinning all day long, check out the car shows
and costume parades, and try some pumpkin beer! It's a great
way to spend your weekend getting into the Halloween spirit!

1 g 9:00 a.m.- 9:00 p.m.

Citadel Outlets 8th Annual Shopping Extrava- :
ganza :
Citadel Outlets

3:30 to 7:30 p.m.
Charity Night at Cienega Spa
215 S. La Cienega Blvd, Beverly Hills 90211

Cost: $20

4:00 p.m.

“The Counselor” premiere and after party :
VIP Concierge Inc :

Cost: email/call for details (866) 847-4382 or :
info@thevipconcierge.com -

Midterms got you stressed? We feel ya! Here's an idea...
head out to Charity night at Cienega Spa and receive a relaxing
and inexpensive treatment all while enjoying food and cocktails!

Treatments are 10-20 minutes in duration. All pro-
ceeds go to Cienega Spa Women's Resource Center.

Cost: free :

Join this unique and exciting event that combines a fun 3
day of shopping and discounts all while supporting local chari- ¢
ties! Purchase a $25 fticket from selected non-profit orga- @
nizations and receive additional discounts at Citadel store s

VALLEY PERFORMING ARTS CENTER PRESENTS

JON BATISTE

AND STAY HUMAN
Fri., October 18 - 8:00 PM *KCRW: Ofﬁc/a/MediaSponsor@

Rush pricing available now!
$12 for students and

$17 for faculty & staff.

Bring your CSUN ID to the Ticket Office.
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Students listen to Texting and Driving speaker Angela Hefter
about the dangers of using your phone while driving. The event
took place at the Northridge Center, USU on Wednesday.

TEXTING

Continued from page 1

High school senior Glo-
ria Median, 18, said she is
glad she got involved with
the Jacob Hefter Foundation
through the Health Career
program at her school.

“I use what I learn as
a tool to help my family
member make better deci-
sions in regards to drinking
or texting while behind the
wheel,” said Medina.

Captain Mark Kleckner
of the LAFD, CSUN alumni,
said that his fire station has
been called to many traffic
accidents caused by texting
while driving. “Pull over, park
safely, and then text or make
your call,” Kleckner said.

CHP Officer Rebecca
Thomas shared photos of
accidents along with the

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 7

story of losing her son, who
was a passenger in a drunk-
en driving accident.

“It CAN happen to you,”
Thomas said, “I told my son
every day to be mindful of the
road and not drink and drive
but he still was killed because
of someone else’s decision.”

Officer Thomas also said
that as a passenger, you have
the power to speak up, take
away the keys or phone
and simply get out of the
car. “Your phone is weapon
especially behind the wheel
of a car,” said Thomas.

“Driving is an awesome
responsibility,” said Thom-
as, “anytime you decrease
your attention, you increase
your mortality possibility.”

Upon exiting, attendants
were asked to sign a pledge
banner saying that they
would “make the positive
choice and pledge to not text
and drive.”

Statewide
Shakeout to
commence

CSUN will be joining millions of Californians in
the ShakeOut Drill today at 10:17 a.m. in an effort
to learn the necessary safety procedures in the
event of a future earthquake.

The ShakeOut Drill is a statewide program
that happens every year in October with schools
and various organizations throughout the state.
“CSUN participates in this drill in order to practice
safety procedures in the event of an emergency,”
said Kit Espinosa, CSUN emergency management
coordinator. “The more prepared people are for an
emergency, the better they will perform during the
emergency.”

The program is meant to have Californians
practice the drop, cover and hold, the standard
drill in the case of when an earthquake hits.

At precisely 10:17 a.m. phones will ring across
campus to mark the start of the drill. Professors
will then announce that the drill is commencing.

Espinosa said she hopes students will partici-
pate in the 3 to 5 minute drill in order to better pre-
pare themselves for an earthquake.

“Itis not will an earthquake happen,” Espinosa
said. “Itis a matter of when it will happen. | can not
tell you when an earthquake will hit, however hav-
ing people be prepared for a disaster will prevent
it from becoming a catastrophe.”

—CALVIN RATANA, DAILY SUNDIAL

Alumni teach
students to become
entrepreneurs

During a business panel held by CSUN gradu-
ates, students were introduced to a new concept
called “intrapreneurs.”

“I definitely didn't know the term intrapreneur-
ship,” said Iris Chen, CTVA major. “There were so
many things that caught my attention. | learned
that we need to be humble and | learned about the
traits to help you build your own business.”

The term was new to some students, but the
alumni helped establish how it differs from entre-
preneurs during the “Intrapreneur/Entrepreneur:
Which Will You Be?” event Tuesday afternoon at
the Grand Salon.

An intrapreneur, according to the event flier, is
someone who holds the spirit of an entrepreneur
within an existing organization. The intrapreneur
focuses on innovation and creativity and trans-
forms a dream or an idea into a profitable venture
by operating within the organizational environment.

—NEELOFER LODHY
, DAILY SUNDIAL
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Students dream of a resource center

Why supporting the creation of an undocumented student resource center will benefit hundreds of people at CSUN

JOHN SARINGO-RODRIGUEZ
PHOTO EDITOR

“GO BACK TO YOUR COUNTRY!” is often
heard from anti-immigrant activists. Phrases
such as these have a long-lasting effect on stu-
dents and society as a whole. Immigration has
always been a hot-button issue that sparks pas-
sionate responses from both sides.

Some undocumented students are espe-
cially bothered by how the label “illegal
immigrant” is used to describe them and the
immigrant community. Some students came
to the U.S. at a very young age, and took no
part in the decision-making process. Many
students and immigrants know no other home.
The United States is their home, their country,
moreso than the country their parents are
from. They cannot simply go back to their
parent’s country as if it were their own.

Some people denounce the “illegal immi-
grant” label and argue that it is dehuman-
izing, while others are adamant that it is the
rightful way to describe those who arrived
in the United States by bypassing the gov-
ernment’s immigration laws.

“People want to make better lives for them-
selves and when using those words it is inaccu-
rate as to why people come here,” said president
of CSUN’s undocumented student advocacy
coalition Dreams To Be Heard, Jesus Juvenal,
22, political science major. “They didn’t come
to commit crimes. They’ve come to contribute.”

Undocumented students want to attend a
university where they feel accepted and can
study without the fear of being outed as undocu-
mented and without fear of being harassed or
worse, deported.

We all need to remember that it is human
to move from place to place and not allow
oneself to be confined by borders. The con-
servative mindset has fixed its position on
the immigration issue as an “us versus them”
fight. That mindset is dangerous and it is
fueled by fear and hatred.

According to the FBI, there has been a
consistent increase in hate crimes against immi-
grants. Civilrights.org attributes the rise in vio-
lence to the heated debate over a Comprehensive
Immigration Reform. The media also continues
to frame immigration negatively.

In order to really understand undocumented
immigrants we ought to stop and ask why they
came to the United States, and what goals they
have for themselves and their family.

Many undocumented immigrants have
college-age children who would like a fair
chance at an education. They may want to
pursue a career that will bring more meaning
to their lives. In doing so, these immigrants
are inadvertently bettering the lives of the
people in their community.

PHOTO ILLUSTRATION BY JOHN SARINGO-RODRIGUEZ/ PHOTO EDITOR AND JASMINE MOCHIZUKI / VISUAL EDITOR

We need more safe spaces at CSUN for
undocumented students to come together,
share their stories and express their con-
cerns. We need a place where undocumented
students can find support in people who may
be in a similar situation, to share ideas on
how to communicate and educate others.
But more than anything, we need to provide
a welcoming space that gives undocumented
students information on how to attain accu-
rate and thorough academic assistance and
help with finding scholarships and financial
aid forms for undocumented students.

Dreams To Be Heard calculated CSUN’s
number of undocumented students by esti-
mating how many people received the Dream
Act scholarship against how many applied for
it. They found that 931 students applied for
the scholarship while 452 students actually
received the scholarship. This means there are
anywhere between 452 to 931 undocumented

students enrolled at CSUN, and that is not tak-
ing into account those who did not apply for
the scholarship.

Therein lies one of the numerous problems:
many undocumented students do not know
about the various resources available to them.
Advisers and faculty members may not guide
undocumented students properly--more than
likely not a fault of their own--because they may
not know of the vital resources offered.

‘We have needed a resource center for undoc-
umented students at CSUN for a while now. It is
time for that to become a reality.

At a Dreams To Be Heard meeting, journal-
ism professor Jose Luis Benavides said, “The
staff are concerned about the lack of resources.
The university has sidestepped...there is a large
number of Dreamers on campus. Why doesn’t
the university serve them well?”

Other universities already have successful
undocumented student centers. UCLA’s Dream

Resource Center has helped the university bet-
ter understand the needs of their undocumented
student population.

“CSUN can follow the example of UCLA
and create the first Dream Center of the CSU
system, which I believe serves a larger num-
ber of Dreamers due to its cost compared to
the UC system,” Benavides said.

Benavides said that because Dreamers have
already beaten so many odds by attending col-
lege, they are civic-minded and motivated to
give back to the community when they graduate.

A resource center for undocumented stu-
dents at CSUN is important because it will be
an inviting space for students to find out more
information about what it means to be undocu-
mented and to have a place where students can
go to get information on how to plan for their
future. Many undocumented students have
difficulty filling out forms that pertain to their
education. With one of them being the AB 540
form that is necessary to attain financial aid.

Pablo Barerra, 23, an art major, said that if
there was a resource center for undocumented
students it would help potential freshman to
continue to pursue their secondary education.

“It would have made such a difference to have
an undocumented student resource center and not
have to scout for resources. If you go to the office
and ask for the AB 540 form, sometimes they
don’t know what it is. If there was a resource
center at CSUN I would feel as if our generation
would have reached a milestone as far as becom-
ing organized and unified,” Barerra said.

Historian of Dreams To Be Heard, Jose
Rosas, 25, a Chicana/o studies major, also
emphasized how important a resource center on
campus would be.

“The undocumented student experiences
constant marginalization and rejections among
other challenges, and overtime these problems
are internalized and ultimately affects the self-
esteem or perspectives of students,” he said.

Hundreds of undocumented students
graduate high school every year and many
don’t continue a higher education, primar-
ily because of a lack of awareness of avail-
able resources, Rosas said.

“So I envision a safe space for undocu-
mented AB 540 students where they can get
moral support and be provided with proper
information. The resource center would bring
a network of support to students and that will
benefit their self-esteem which is crucial to
achieve success,” Rosas said.

Taking into consideration that we have
a resource center for the LGBTQ commu-
nity (Pride Center) and a Veterans Resource
Center, it would make sense that an undocu-
mented student resource center would be
next on the list. It is consistent with the
idea that CSUN resource centers provide
a safe space for an at-risk student popula-
tion where students can gain the support
that they need from a support network that
would be within arms reach.
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TEACHER

Continued from page 1

Letford realized the importance
of providing students with a
music and arts education.

“I made sure that my third-
graders knew how to play an
instrument and read music,”
Letford said. “That expanded to
the whole third-grade. So I was
a third-grade teacher doing that
program with every other third-
grade [class].”

Her new music program,
Letford said, came at a time
when her principal was in
the process of revamping the
school’s arts program.

“I took on the whole school
and developed a program where
music is the main focus, but we
also bring in other disciplines as
well,” Letford said.

For Letford, the music and
arts program has taught her that
each student progresses at his
or her own unique level. And
although some students, after
leaving her classroom, may not
pick up an instrument again, that
is OK, she said.

“As long as they have
that exposure, they have
more opportunities to make a
choice, whether this is some-
thing they want to pursue, or
just something that they enjoy
and then they’re going to
move on to other things,” Let-
ford said. “If you give them
the foundation, the basics,
they take it from there.”

Music and arts allows stu-
dents to experience, for exam-
ple, a story in many different
ways, not just through text,
Letford said. She likens not

being able to experience some-
thing fully to watching a movie
without a score.

“When children have an
opportunity to have an inter-
disciplinary approach, that
just makes them more expres-
sive,” Letford said. “It pro-
vides just a deeper way of
analyzing a concept.”

Letford’s inspiration for
becoming a teacher comes from
her mother, a fellow educator
who, as Letford was growing up,
used life experiences as teach-
able moments.

Letford remembers living in
a single-parent home, going to
school on a reduced-lunch pro-
gram and being enrolled in the
Individualized Education Pro-
gram at her school for a speech
impediment. Throughout these
difficulties, not once did her
mother allow her to develop a
victim mentality Letford said.

“Sure, we don’t have a lot of
money, but let’s do the things we
can do,” Letford said, recalling
her mother’s philosophy.

She recalls going on car
trips with her mother “to see the
world,” Letford said.

“She used that as a teach-
able moment, as well. Yes, |
read about the Lincoln Memo-
rial, but we actually drove
there,” she said.

Letford would later take her
mother’s philosophy a step fur-
ther while applying for her first
fellowship to research the life of
Abraham Lincoln. Letford cred-
its her mother for allowing her to
become the woman she is today.

“I don’t think that would
have been seeded had she
not done that with me,” Let-
ford said. “She used differ-

ent experiences as a way to
expand our thinking.”

Today, both mother and
daughter experience a form of
synergy. Both talk about what is
going in their respective class-
rooms and feed off each other,
Letford said.

Letford calls her mom a
“crazy thinker,” in that she rou-
tinely thinks outside the box and
is able to approach her lessons
from different angles, allowing
her students to become more
engaged. Letford has found her-
self taking this approach as well
in her own classroom.

She has also adopted her
mother’s affinity for helping
kids attend college, as evidenced
by the many university pennants
that adorn her classroom.

Letford takes to heart one
piece of advice her mom gave
her years ago and continues to
follow today as a professional
teacher: “Make sure what you’re
passionate about is in your
teaching as well,” Letford said.
“We all have those things that
we're passionate about. For me,
it’s travelling, so I make sure that
I'have lessons about travelling.”

SCAN THIS QR CODE
to see footage of
Letford's class

Los Angeles Times Daily Crossword Puzzle
Edited by Rich Norris and Joyce Lewis

ACROSS
1 Fur tycoon

2

Py

3 5 7 8

9

6 “Due Date” co-
star Galifianakis

10 Rock blasters

14 Conveyed
15 Bassoon cousin

16 Wreak havoc in
the streets

17 *Victor at Little
Bighorn

20 Zilch

21 Fantasy game
brute

22 Latin lesson word

23 New Year's ____

24 *2006 “Survivor”
setting

28 Attacked

30 November
honoree

31 “I'm an idiot!”

32 Abs strengthener

33 Leave port
35 Apportioning
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JOHN SARINGO-RODRIGUEZ / PHOTO EDITOR
CSUN alumna Genein Letford, teaches a fourth grade class how to play different woodwind instruments.
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JOHN SARINGO-RODRIGUEZ / PHOTO EDITOR
CSUN alumna Genein Letford, music teacher at New Academy Canoga Park, finds out if she wins the
People magazine Teacher of the Year Award on Oct. 18.
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Students on their way to the top

The newly formed Rock Climbing Club tests members physically and mentally as they over

v

ROY AZOULAY
DAILY SUNDIAL

YOU STARE up at the mono-
lithic, gray, jagged monster as it
stares back down at you. You can
barely see the top of its head as
it looms over your tiny human
frame. You’re intimidated at first
but you tell yourself you will at
least attempt to overcome this
seemingly daunting obstacle.

You stretch your arms, legs
and core as you prepare to step
up to and take on the SRC’s rock
wall for the first time.

“Rock climbing is never impos-
sible. There’s never something
you can’t climb,” said Andrea
Garcia, treasurer of CSUN’s rock
climbing club and senior kinesiol-
0ogy major.

The climbing club was only
established during the middle of
the 2013 Spring semester, so this
will be their first full semester.
Many of the club members are
new to the sport and some had
never done any rock climbing
before coming to CSUN.

“I started rock climbing when
the SRC opened and had no
climbing experience prior,” Gar-
cia said. “I just started climb-
ing and from there I genuinely
enjoyed the sport and enjoyed
getting stronger.”

Climbing can be intimidating
at first but confidence is key to
overcoming the initial hesitation
of actually attempting to climb
the wall and according to Garcia
only 10 percent of the sport is
physical while the other 90 per-
cent is mental.

The mental aspect of climbing
requires you to critically analyze
the rock formation you’re climb-
ing and requires the problem
solving skills to plan and execute
how exactly you will climb it
according to Mary Ann Ferrer,
club president and junior geology
major.

“It’s about taking your time to
look at the problem ahead of you,
understand it, and from there to
tackle it,” Ferrer said. “Patience

is a big part of rock climbing.
You’re not going to get it at first.
You have to work really hard, as
with any problem.”

CSUN’s climbing community
knows the importance of mak-
ing those new to the sport feel
welcome because they understand
how it feels to be new to the sport.

“It’s important to teach people
how to have a great first experi-
ence on the wall,” Garcia sald.
“We want that first experience to
be good because climbing a wall
is a very daunting task. It’s essen-
tial to have the climbing club to
be able to give everyone that first
step to feel comfortable.”

The club was conceived last
semester after a few SRC climbing
regulars who became familiar with
each other decided to get together
and form a team to both compete,
expand the community, and share
their passion and experiences.

“I don’t think I’ve met a rock
climber who wasn’t friendly,”
said Tanner Dawson, club vice
president, and junior jazz studies
major. “Everyone’s super chill,
down to hang, down to climb, and
down to help everyone else.”

At their first meeting this year
they had over 20 people attend
and according to Ferrer they were
excited with the turnout and their
outlook going forward.

The club is constantly and
actively looking for new mem-
bers to expand CSUN’s climbing
club and welcomes everyone with
open arms . They encourage any-
one who is remotely interested to
approach the sport with a willing-
ness to explore and learn, accord-
ing to Garcia.

“We want you to have an open
attitude of wanting to try and to
be around climbing. The commu-
nity is very positive. We are more
than happy to teach you,” Garcia
said. “The community is very
open and accepting.”

As with all sports, there is risk
involved in climbing. It can be
dangerous, so making sure new
climbers are comfortable is about
more than just them liking the
sport but more importantly, high-
lighting safety.

According

to Dawson, the
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come challenging obstacles
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Andrea Garcia, 21, kinesiology major, swings off a rock wall Tuesday during CSUN Climbing Club practice.

sport is a lot safer than most real-
ize and people shouldn’t let their
fear of getting hurt hold them
back from trying it. Dawson said
that the ropes will catch those
who fall and even then there are
big padded cushions below as
well as other people spotting each
other.

The sense of achievement that
comes with climbing is empha-
sized by its members and the
lasting effect it has on them,
especially when you’re new to
it and are still grasping on to the
fundamentals.

“Once you finish a route of a
certain grade and difficulty, you
feel very accomplished and it’s a
very rewarding feeling to finish
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Colby Decoteau. 18, film major, practices a dyno, an attempt to jump to a hold that is out of reach, dur-
ing CSUN Climbing Club practice Tuesday.

something you’ve been working
on for a while,” Garcia said.

The rock climbing club par-
takes in competitive climbing
tournaments against other South-
ern California schools but com-
petition is not the club’s purpose.

“We want to do everything the
right way and build everyone’s
love for climbing,” Ferrer said.
“Our major goal and main focus
is to enhance everyone’s climb-
ing ability and less about winning
competitions although it’s nice
to win.”

Some members have found
that rock climbing has even trans-
lated into improvements in other
aspects of their lives.

“It has really taught me to

relax, let go, and get in a zone,”
Dawson said. “I can take that
skill and apply it to whatever else
I’'m doing whether it be music,
homework, or spending time with
a person, just zoning in and really
focusing in on one thing and
being hyper sensitive to what’s
going on in any given moment.
When you’re on the wall, that’s
the moment.”

CSUN’s rock climbing club
encourages everyone to give rock
climbing a legitimate shot as it is
very beneficial to the body and
mind and has much to offer.

The rock climbing club is host-
ing the Spooky Rock Comp on
Nov. 2 from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. at
the SRC.
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Andrea Garcia, 21, kinesiology major, climbs up a route Tuesday during CSUN Climbing Club practice.



