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REDEFINING FULL TIME

A new study shows 15 units per semester are needed to keep students on track to graduate in four years

ANA RODRIGUEZ
DAILY SUNDIAL

INDY MENDOZA, a communications
major at CSUN, never thought she would
have to stay longer than expected in order
to finish her degree.

“I graduated from high school with honors
so I was very confident that I would graduate
in four years but here I am in my fifth year at
CSUN, hoping to graduate at the end of it,”
Mendoza said. “T’ve always been full-time and

HOW DO YOU FEEL
ABOUT REDEFINING

FULL TIME?

I’ve never failed a class but I still have to be here
longer than I expected.”

But Mendoza is not alone.

A new study conducted for Complete Col-
lege America found that most college students
were not enrolled in a schedule that would lead
them to on-time graduation, pushing some col-
leges to redefine what it means to be a full-time
student. This is a strategy that some CSUN
faculty don’t fully agree with.

In this context, full-time students are those
taking 12 or more semester or quarter hours at a
given time, with part-time students taking less.

The study brought into question the idea that
if full-time is the number of credits it takes to
complete a bachelor’s degree in four years or an
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associate’s degree in two years, then 15 units is
the number that would keep students on track.

“For advising, it just really depends on
each student,” said Dinah Nucum, advisor
for Mike Curb College of Arts, Media, and
Communication Student Resource Center/
EQOP Satellite. “As an advisor, speaking on
behalf of me and my office, it makes sense
to put students in 15 units every semester but
every single student is different.”

The study included 329 institutions from
30 states, 158 were two-year public col-
leges and 171 were four-year public colleges.
Every college also broke down their full and
part-time enrollments.

Some of the key findings stated that
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most college students (69 percent) were not
enrolled in a schedule that would lead to on-
time graduation, even if they never changed
majors, failed a course or took a class they
didn’t need. The study also showed that
among full-time students most of them (52
percent) were taking fewer than 15 units.

The push to redefine full-time comes when
students taking the minimum 12 units per
semester may need an extra year of study in
order to graduate. If more time is spent in
school students, parents and financial aid pro-
grams pay more for the extra time according
to the study.

See FULL TIME, page 7
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Powwow honors Amerlcan Indlan culture

STORY & PHOTOS BY
JOHN SARINGO-

RODRIGUEZ
PHOTO EDITOR

AMERICAN INDIAN danc-
ers and singers wore their
intricately-patterned garb
and gave traditional perfor-
mances for the hundreds of
spectators during the 30th
Annual CSUN Powwow.

The event was hosted by the
American Indian Student Asso-
ciation (AISA) at the Chicana/o
House Lawn on Nov. 30 from
10 am. to 10 p.m.

The gathering was free
and open to the public.
Some participants arrived
from out of state — some
as far as Hawaii — to cel-
ebrate CSUN’s Powwow
which coincided with the
last day of Indigenous
Awareness Month.

Elena Cardena, a direc-
tor of religious education
in Claremont, graduated
from CSUN in 1984, but
not before she participated
in CSUN’s second annual
powwow. Cardena said the
powwow was her awak-

ening and a key moment
in her life that led her to
become who she is today.
“The powwow is a non-
threatening way of expe-
riencing native culture,”
Cardena said. “It gives you

a glimpse of joy, pageantry
and reverence that is at the
heart of life.”

Daniel Soria, 24, anthro-
pology major and volunteer
for Haramokngna Ameri-
can Indian Cultural Center,
feels the school’s relation-
ship with the Native Ameri-
can organizations is trans-
lating to the powwow’s
increase in popularity.

“The powwows are
growing,”  Soria said.
“CSUN has some good ties
with the Native American
community through AISA
and the American Indian
Studies Program.”

The powwow’s main
event, the Grand Entry, fea-
tured dancers entering the
arena led by elders to the
sounds of drums. Attendees
were encouraged to dance
during the entry.

The event included many
vendors that sold jewelry,
textiles and other American
Indian-themed decorative art.

The only food vendor was
the Yellowhorse Cafe, who
sold their popular Navajo fry-
bread, a staple at powwows.

A portion of the proceeds
from the vendors, as well
as monetary contributions
from community donations
and CSUN’s Associated Stu-
dents, paid for the event’s
costs, according to the AISA.
In addition, funds were
raised from selling AISA

PO N
Powwow attendees dressed in their traditional American Indian regalia and flooded the dance arena for the Grand Entry ceremony.

T-shirts and raffle tickets to
get a head start on next year’s
powwow’s expenses.

Yadira Torres, 22, sociology
major and CSUN AISA club
president, said those attending
for the first time should keep an
open mind to different American
Indian cultures.

“(Visibility) is extreme-
ly important because the

average American does
not know that (American
Indians) are still around,”
Torres said. “Los Angeles
has the biggest population
of American Indians in the
country. A lot of people are
ignorant. (The powwow) is
a way to show this culture.”

Scott Andrews, direc-
tor of CSUN’s American

Indian Studies Program
and powwow coordina-
tor for the last five years,
said there are over 200,000
American Indians in Los
Angeles County alone.
“Everything that is tradi-
tional was once contempo-
rary,” Andrews said. He added
that young people are learning
about their heritage while at the

same time they are making it
their own by adding to or even
inventing their own traditions.

“(The powwow) is a way
to pass down history and
culture,” Andrews said. “To
maintain tradition, CSUN
visibility within the Native
American community and
in the LA community is
important.”

\j
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Open Monday — Thursday: 10 a.m. — 7 p.m.
Friday: 10 a.m. — 3 p.m.
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Study Space

If you need a change of scenery while you study, look no
further than our lounge. We have computer stations and a
TV viewing area for you fo relax in when you need a
k. We'll help you get those A's this semester.
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facebook.com/CSUNPrideCenter

twitter.com/CSUNPrideCenter

10am.—7 pm.
Friday
10am.—3pm.

Joinus for LGBTQ Coffee Nights every Thursday
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Monday — Thursday

from 5 — 7 p.m. Play games, laugh with friends and relax.

Allies are always welcome.

Have something you need to say? Tell us at Tuesday

Talks every Tuesday from 7 =8:30 p.m. Each week, we

hold discussions that are relevant to the LGBTQ community.

Subjects may include bisexuality, coming out, sex and

relationships. You decidel Tweet us your topic

@csunpridecenter #TuesdayTalks.

Who can you talk to at the Pride Center
who are students, just like you, and want
to help you throughout your journey here

at CSUN?

Unscramble the words: EREP SNRSMOET
Tweet your answer to @csunpridecenter for
a chance to win a $10 Starbucks gift card
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Saginaw Grant, head gourd dancer, blessed the powwow arena and its dancers as well as led attend-
ees in prayer multiple times throughout the gathering.

CSUN's 30th Annual Powwow held at the Chicana/o Lawn brought people from different walks of life

to the American Indian celebration.

Good luck with finals, Matadors!
As you wrap up this semester take
some time to reflect on everything
that you have accomplished. What
are some of your favorite moments
of this semester?

Tell us on Twitter and/

or Instagram. Mention
#MatadorLife and tag @CSUN _
USU to win a CSUN t-shirt. To
redeem your prize, visit the
USU front desk and show us
your tweet.

& 0]
su.csun.edu
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Final Days of the Semester

This week at the USU

MONDAY ]

Monday Hight Foothall
5:30 p.m. Pub Sports Grill, USU

TUESDAY

MRE: Meet/Relax/Eat
5-7 p.m.VRC, USU

Tuesday Talks
7 p.m. Pride Center, USU

Games Room Tournaments
7 p.m. Games Room, USU

WEDNESDAY

Games Room Players Club Party
9 p.m. Games Room, USU

THURSDAY

Craft Corner
11:30 a.m. — 1:30 p.m. Plaza del Sol, USU

Noontime Concert
Plaza del Sol, USU

LGBTQ Coffee Nights
5 -7 p.m. Pride Center, USU

Neon Nights
8 p.m. Games Room, USU

LIVING THE
MATADOR

D Ko

LIFE V :

.

DECEMBER 2, 2013 « DAILY SUNDIAL ¢ CSUN ¢ CITY@SUNDIAL@CSUN.EDU

-.é

g

e A

Gloria Jensen Yellowhorse and her sisters came to the 30th Annual Powwow gathering to support the
cause as well as sell their popular Navajo frybread dishes offered by the Yellowhorse Cafe. Frybread
is a staple at powwow gatherings.

More than 40 dancers entered the arena in their American Indian regalia on Saturday.

Look out for 8 special golden ticket
in your study kit bag. Retrieve that ticket
and win a $25 bookstore gift card.

Monday, Dec. 91
Tuesday, Dec. 17

Plaza del Sol, USU, SSU and SRC

Join the USU as we get you prepared to finish strong.
Free snacks, study supplies, breakfast massages
classes will open for

(818) 677-2491

#CSUNCRUNCHTIME f 5 xa
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MATAD UF'E Northridge
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Fighting for the crown of

Graduate joins the Miss California Latina pageant, hopes
to inspire confidence in young women across the state

VERA CASTENADA
DAILY SUNDIAL

SHOPPING FOR GLITZY
evening gowns, reviewing
possible interview questions
and even learning how to
walk properly have all been
part of Gina Hernandez’s
rigorous routine for the past
few months. All of her work
will come to fruition later this
month, as she will be ready to
compete in the Miss Califor-
nia Latina Pageant.

Out of 20 contestants,
Gina Hernandez is repre-
senting the city of North-
ridge in the December
competition. The Califor-
nia pageant was established
in 2008 with the purpose
of providing professional
opportunities for young
Latinas, including teens.
Contestants will compete in
swimwear, evening gowns,
fashion wear challenges
and a personal interview.
Each contestant has their
own plan of changes they
want to make in their com-
munity if given the title of

Miss California Latina.

Hernandez wishes to
improve young women’s
self image by mentoring
them during high school.

“My platform for the whole
pageant is I would want girls to
be more confident in themselves
and not try to be like some-
one else,” Hernandez said. “I
think the media right now tries
to influence you to be a certain
stereotype—to be skinny—or a
certain way. [ would really want
to help girls become confident
and try not to change themselves
because you should be confident
in your own skin.”

Similar to Vianey Arana,
who won last year’s pageant
and is also a CSUN jour-
nalism graduate, Hernandez
plans to become involved
with foundations and chari-
ties relating to her platform.

Since high school, Her-
nandez has been involved
in community service. She
contributed to food drives
and read to elementary and
middle school children.

“If you have time and
you are able to donate stuff,
why not do it?” Hernandez
said. “Why would you keep
everything when you can
donate to other people to

save them or to make them
happy during the holidays?”

The pageant winner will
represent the state of Cali-
fornia in the Miss Latina
U.S. Pageant and receive
prizes, including cash.

Hernandez said she feels
she is getting more out of
the competition than the
possible material prizes.

“It’s (about) embracing
inner and outer beauty because
(the contestants) are being
brave and confident enough to
show themselves out there to
the whole pageant,” Hernan-
dez said. “This whole experi-
ence of getting to know other
girls, I feel like I've grown as a
woman. I feel more confident
in my own skin and I'm trying
to talk to everyone and get to
know everyone. Before I was
shy and this has brought me
out of my shell.”

Although  Hernandez
participated in pageants
as a child and obtained an
early interest in fashion,
this is her first experience
at the competition level.
Her interest stemmed from
her older sister’s involve-
ment in pageants.

The mission statement
of the pageant also influ-

alifornia

COURTESY OF GINA HERNANDEZ

Journalism graduate Gina Hernandez is a contestant in the upcoming Miss California Latina Pageant. If
she wins the crown, she will move on to compete in the nationwide contest, Miss Latina U.S. Pageant.

enced her to participate.

“I like what they stand
for—beauty without per-
fection,” Hernandez said.
“They are very into pro-
moting your background
and your culture. That is
what made me want to do it
even more.”

Even though portions of
the competition are based
on judging physical appear-
ance, Hernandez does not

see that as an issue.

“In  this competition
everyone is different,” Her-
nandez said. “There is no
certain look. I think who-
ever wins is because they
deserve to win. We are all
different shapes, forms,
colors so I don’t think we
have a specific image.”

The contestant represent-
ing Van Nuys, Zaira Agui-
lar, agrees with Hernandez’s

views on the pageant.

“This pageant is beneficial
to women because it strays
away from the cookie-cut-
ter norm of other pageants
where the most beautiful one
typically wins,” Aguilar said.
“Instead, it serves a purpose
to embrace oneself, to be the
best version of oneself, to
flaunt oneself’’s heritage, to be
community leaders and role
models for our youth.”

SUNDIAL ONLINE

News, Sports, Opinions
Entertainment & more

Read and place Classified Ads
Search the Sundial Archive

View exclusive content

Suhion Sl s

our readers

Like us on Facebook and follow us on Twitter
and Instagram @dailysundial for breaking news,
contests and more.

get it now for your
Apple or Android device *

SUNDIAL MOBILE

Read all of your favorite sections
Share articles with friends and family
Submit story ideas, photos and videos

Sundial Deals: exclusive discounts for

USU event listings

SRC classes and info

Join us

We love contributors. If you like to write, take
photos, draw, or just want to be part of a great
campus organization, then the Sundial might

Learn what the PDAILY SUND IAl. cando for you

The Daily Sundial is more than just a newspaper. We're your source for what's happening on
and around CSUN even when you're not on campus. Read us online or on your phone 24/7.

Maxico

Take Out Food nesr
yp Olive Garden
Whan yas'ra here. youin family

just be the place for you.

818.677.2915 or email sundialinfo@csun.edu

Softball: Matadors' offense
outdueled by powerful New
Having witnessed two teammates

sular world of comi

comes lo CSUN

i Peoy f Color
QPOGC) took place on

mpus beginning on tha

Bl CSUN Young Democrats

Daily Sundial | Manzanita Hall 140 | dailysundial.com | 818.677.2915




ASSOCIATED STUDENTS MATONNN AEPORTER

Genius wanted

Two Associaten Stupents Oren PosiTions

GRAPHIC DESIGN
WEB DESIGN

frpLicaTion For BOTH PoSITIONS CLOSES Decemaen 13, 2013
Posimions steRTS January GH, 2014
FOR QUALIFICATIONS AND TO APPLY DNLINE VISIT
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Typhoon Haiyan hit the eastern seaboard of the Philip-
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As college students, we
have better things to do
than go around shopping
online for health insurance.
In this technical age, we
rely on web-based portals
for quick information.

But when technology
fails us, as has been the case
with healthcare.gov, going
directly to the source can be
a better use of our time.

That’s why when it came
time to renew membership
for my Los Angeles County
health coverage program,
I felt more than a little
annoyed. As a person who
requires specific medication
for an ongoing condition, it
was imperative that I inves-
tigate my medical options in
this Obamacare era.

A few days ago, I received
a warning letter from Healthy
Way L.A., a free program for
low-income, uninsured adults
run by the Los Angeles Coun-
ty Department of Health Ser-
vices, that the county program
would soon change its name
to Med-Cal (not to be con-
fused with Medi-Cal, which is
the statewide medical insur-
ance program) in accordance
with the recently enacted
Patient Protection and Afford-
able Care Act, also known as
“Obamacare.” In a few days,
the letter said, I would be
receiving a packet in the mail
with information on how to
register for the new program.

When I received the let-
ter, I noticed the UCLA-Olive
View Medical Center gastro-
enterology clinic I utilize for
my medical needs was not
listed among the list of pro-
viders. In fact, the hospital
itself was not listed at all.

My medical insurance
experience is quite unique.
At 12 years old, I was diag-
nosed with ulcerative colitis
(UC), a chronic, autoimmune
condition that affects the large
intestine causing it to become
irritated and inflamed. Per-
sons with UC generally have
a difficult time processing
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Ask—you might already be eligible

Students in Los Angeles County may already qualify for free health care coverage, regardless of pre-existing conditions

the nutrients in food. They
become anemic, lose weight,
suffer from severe stomach
pains, and generally use the
restroom often than most.
If left untreated, UC can be
deadly. But with the right
medication and treatment, UC
patients can lead normal lives
and eat anything they want.

As a UC patient, I have
experienced the full onslaught
of symptoms. From day one
of my diagnosis, I have relied
on my parents’ health insur-
ance to cover the cost of
medication, procedures, and
hospital stays — of which
there have been many.

At 32, I have long been
ineligible to use my parents’
health insurance, but I have
always had some type of
health insurance, whether it
was through Tribune Com-
pany as a full-time reporter
for the Glendale News-Press,

or as a part-time bookseller at
Barnes & Noble.

When I left those two posi-
tions in the latter half of 2010, I
suddenly found myself without
the ability to see a gastroenter-
ologist or receive medication. |
remained off medication for a
full year until Fall 2011 when a
major relapse landed me in the
hospital for a week.

At the time, I believed
hunting for affordable health
care for myself was a daunt-
ing task. Where would I
start? How would I pay for
it all? What sorts of restric-
tions would I encounter? So
I let it go without asking fur-
ther questions or conducting
additional research.

And my UC worsened
with each passing week.

In retrospect, other than
the $26,000 hospital bill I
received after my 2011 hospi-
tal stay, I was not given much
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incentive to shop around for
health insurance. At that time,
restrictions on pre-existing
conditions existed. And there
was no marketplace like
HealthCare.gov — you had
to visit each health care pro-
vider’s website.

After I left the hospi-
tal, I was introduced to the
county’s new Healthy Way
L.A. program. The program
allowed me to pay zero out
of pocket for my week-long
hospital stay and afforded me
the privilege of being able to
see a gastroenterologist and
undergo necessary procedures
at the hospital — all for free.

I have lived happily on
Healthy Way L.A. since 2011;
I was lucky to have discov-
ered the program.

But the health care act
and the subsequent pack-
age | received scared me,
and I feared a repeat of

what I had gone through in
2010. Besides, I have bet-
ter things to do than shop
around for health insur-
ance, like studying for and
passing my classes.

This time I had different
questions. Would I be able
to keep my current clinic? I
do not want to start over with
a new doctor who did not
have my records. Would I be
able to receive my necessary
medication? The meds I take
make the difference between
living a productive life and
one of sickness. Would I be
able to undergo necessary
medical procedures? As a UC
patient, I have a higher risk of
developing colon cancer. As
such, I must undergo a colo-
nOscopy once a year.

My solution to the
conundrum was to go to the
hospital and just ask — ask-
ing was something I failed

to do before. First, I went to
the hospital’s financial ser-
vices department to renew
my membership in Healthy
Way L.A. Next, I went to
the hospital’s Patient Ser-
vice Center so they could
answer my questions about
the packet I received.

It turns out, I have to
do nothing. On Jan. 1,
2014, Healthy Way L.A.
will become Med-Cal. The
services [ utilize for my
UC will remain unaffected.
Thereafter, I should receive
my new insurance cards in
the mail. I would not have
known this had I failed to
visit the hospital to ask a
few short questions.

And therein lies the problem.

The Patient Service Center
representative I spoke to said
not a lot of people come in
to ask questions. Most of the
time, she said, patients sign
off on things without realizing
the consequences. Not until
they realize they have done
something wrong do they visit
the hospital in a panic looking
for advice. At this juncture,
she said, the best people can
do is ask questions. My visit,
she added, was welcome.

As a student, you have
several options if you are
no longer eligible to use
your parents’ health insur-
ance. Healthy Way L.A. is
open to individuals 19 to 64
years of age, who make less
than $1,274 or less a month
for a family of one and are
U.S. citizens, nationals, or
legal permanent residents
with five or more years
of residency in Los Ange-
les County. Visit www.dhs.
lacounty.gov/HWLA  for
more information and addi-
tional requirements.

In California, residents
can utilize the Covered Cali-
fornia website to shop for
affordable health insurance.

If you have questions
about the medical insur-
ance sign-up maze, ask.
Do not deny yourself the
medical insurance you
need because it may look
complicated and time con-
suming. It may be easier
than you think, and much
healthier for you in the end.
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FULL TIME

Continued from page 1

“That’s for the perfect stu-
dent, to do 15 units a semester,
not including summers. I could
picture a student that doesn’t
have to work, doesn’t have any
personal challenges in life,”
Nucum said.

Another concern arose when
a correlation was made between
dropout rates and being enrolled
in fewer credits. It was found
that 17 percent of students who
completed 30 credits in their
first year dropped out less than
the 23 percent of students who
completed 24 — 29 credits.

“The people that are more
willing to take on more classes
are supposedly the more dedi-
cated ones so they’re less likely
to drop out. That’s just a guess
though,” Mendoza said.

According to the Postsec-
ondary Education Commis-
sion, the term “Full-Time-

Equivalent Student (FTES)” is
a calculation used by the state
to determine the level of fund-
ing required per student and
is used by the California State
University and the University
of California systems.

Bettina Huber, the director of
Institutional Research at CSUN
said the FTES, which is based
on a unit load that is 15, does
show that most CSUN students
take 12-14 units per semester
and this is how it has been for
quite some time.

“We define students that
take 12 units as full-time but
campuses have to report their
enrollments to the system and
has always considered 15 units
a full-time load for undergradu-
ates,” said Huber.

Huber explained that it is not
quite true that 15 units isn’t a
full-time load because it is used
to calculate the FTES but taking
12 units still makes a student
full-time.

According to the CSUN

“In CSUN, and this is within 10 years, 70 percent of
CSUN students come in developmental, meaning
they are not at the college level of writing or math
or both,” “That alone will put students behind
during their first semesters.”

—Dinah Nucum

Advisor for Mike Curb College of Arts, Media, and Communication
Student Resource Center/EOP Satellite

Institutional Research, during
Fall 2013 approximately 61
percent of undergraduate stu-
dents were enrolled in 12 —14
units compared to 23 percent
enrolled in 15

for rigorous college work.

“I think it would be an over-
all bad thing for students because
those students that are capable
of handling a 15-unit workload
are always free

Or more units.

to do so but
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Roca, a 22-year-
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Communications major De La Roca

also explained
that he relies

of students
enrolling in 15
or more units has increased in
the last three years according to
the data provided by Institution-
al Research, which Huber said is
a result of students understand-
ing what it takes to graduate in
four years.

“In CSUN, and this is within
10 years, 70 percent of CSUN
students come in developmental,
meaning they are not at the col-
lege level of writing or math or
both,” Nucum said. “That alone
will put students behind during
their first semesters.”

Nucum explains that the
freshmen requiring develop-
mental or remedial coursework
are encouraged to take 15 units
but it leads to some concern.
These students already show
signs of being unprepared for
college work and she feels it
would be unfair to force 15 units
on students that are not prepared
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heavily on
financial aid to get him through
the semester and if full-time
were to be redefined, he would
be forced to take on the extra
workload in order to be awarded
the full amount.

Nucum does encourage
students to take 15 units
or more but only if they
feel they can handle it. If
the student does not pass
because of extra class-
es then they will have to
attempt them again, putting
the student behind.

“My suggestion is even
though students are on
track to graduate in four
years worth of units, do
summer classes as much as
possible. There’s always an
option to take it easy during
certain semesters instead of
being forced to do 15 units
a semester,” Nucum said.
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STUDENTS SHARE THEIR THOUGHTS
ON REDEFINING A FULL TIME STUDENT

DAILY
SUNDIAL STAFF

GINA SRMABEKIAN
ENGLISH GRADUATE STUDENT

“If you're forced to take 15 units I'm not sure people will
learn as well as they need to. Some people can't hang with
12 units. As someone who rushed through undergrad and
consistently took 15-16 units, | got through it but | didn’t
learn as well as | could have if | slowed down. We shouldn’t
change our standards so we can get out of here sooner.”

ANGELICA ARGUETA,
ENGLISH MAJOR

“It would be beneficial but won't be a good fit for every-
body due to time constraints and 15 units is a lot. | know
a lot of people who can't take more than 12 units. In high
school counselors chase you around and they want to
push you and here it's more our responsibility.”

EMPLOYMENT

Looking for an immediate hostess
positions to work at Kushiyu sushi
restaurant from Friday- Sunday.
For more information, visit www.
dailysundial.com/classifieds, List-
ing ID: 75129161

WANTED

E.E.MAJORS
Looking for a copy of retired
Electrical Engineering (EE) Prof.
John Adams' handwritten class
notes from EE651 Digital Signal
Processing. Will pay $325 for
class notes in good condition.
(310)948-3850.

CLASSIFIED

DISCLAIMER

The Daily Sundial does
not knowingly accept adver-
tisements that discriminate
on the basis of race, ethnicity,
religious preference, national
origin or sex.

The Daily Sundial ac-
cepts no responsibility for
claims in or response to
advertisements placed in the
paper. Be cautious in answer-
ing ads, especially when you
are asked to send cash or
provide personal or financial
information.

How to post a listing in the
Daily Sundial Classifieds
in three easy steps:

Go to dailysundial.com/classifieds
and log in as a new user.

Choose Print Line Only Classifieds.
Pick your ad category and print date(s).

Write your ad and click Continue to
begin the billing process. You're done!

- OR -

Post web-only listings to the
Daily Sundial Classifieds

with your CSUN email address

Get started now at
dailysundial.com/classifieds
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Follow us on Twitter
@sundialsportsS7 for
play-by-play coverage of
CSUN sporting events
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WOMEN'S VOLLEYBALL

CSUN shares Big West
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ANDREW MARTINEZ
DAILY SUNDIAL

IN THEIR FINAL and most
pivotal match of the season,
the Matadors (23-6, 13-3 Big
West) rallied from the brink
of defeat and dropped UC
Davis (14-15, 6-10 Big West)
in five sets to clinch a share
of the Big West Title, 21-25,
25-9, 18-25,27-25, 15-5.

With a final conference
record of 13-3, the Mata-
dors share finished even with
Hawaii (22-4, 13-3 Big West)
and UC Santa Barbara (18-10,
13-3 Big West) to become tri-
champions.

The Matadors’ visit to UC
Davis to conclude the regular
season played out much like
their Big West home opener in
September, when CSUN won
in five sets after trailing 2-1.

Both teams got off to a
slow start but the Aggies
struck first with a victory
in the first set. Despite hit-
ting just .023 percent for the
set, UC Davis rallied from a
16-13 deficit and score seven
straight points to take the
lead before a kill by junior
opposite hitter Natalie Allen

Late surge lifts A

kept the Matadors within two
points at 17-19. The Aggies
continued to roll and won the
last four points to take a 1-0
lead in the match.

The second set was all
Matadors as sophomore mid-
dle blocker Cieana Stinson
led the way with eight kills
and a block en route to a
25-9 Matador victory to tie
the match at one set apiece.
However, the Matadors could
not find any holes in the
Aggie defense in the third set,
only striking seven kills in 38
attacks as UC Davis cruised
towards a 25-18 win to take a
2-1 lead in the match.

The fourth set proved to
be the most exciting of the
match, as the teams battled
point-for-point until the end,
no team holding more than a
two-point advantage over the
other. On the verge of los-
ing the match trailing 24-23,
Allen saved the Matadors with
two kills to tie the match at 25,
forcing extra points. A service
ace by senior outside hitter
Britney Graff and a kill from
senior outside hitter Mahina
Haina clinched the set and
forced a deciding fifth set.

CSUN dominated an anti-
climactic fifth set with a .632
hitting percentage, with all but

JOHN SARINGO-RODRIGUEZ / PHOTO EDITOR
Junior guard Ashlee Guay scores a tough layup over a Utah State
defender. The Matadors went 0-2 and finished last place in the
Radisson Hotel Chatsworth Thanksgiving Basketball Classic.

three points coming by way of
kill. Allen added a block and
Graff smashed two aces in a
15-5 win in set five, earning
the victory 3-2 over the Aggies.

Allen’s clutch kills in
the fourth set to force extra
points was the highlight of
her double-double of both a
match-leading 18 kills and
20 digs. Stinson finished
with 11 kills, while junior
middle blocker Sam Kaul
smashed 12 kills with a .524
hitting clip. Senior setter
Sydney Gedryn anchored
the Matador attack with 46
assists and 17 digs, while
three other Matadors also
scooped double-digit digs.

Despite clinching a share of
the conference title, UC Santa
Barbara earns the auto-bid for
the NCAA Tournament, hold-
ing tiebreakers over CSUN
and Hawaii. The Matadors,
most recently ranked 38th in
the NCAA rankings, should
receive an at-large bid with a
share of their conference title
and a strong schedule, includ-
ing matches at No. 3 Washing-
ton and No. 16 Creighton and
a victory over No. 11 Hawaii
at home.

The NCAA Selection
show will be Sunday at 6:30
p-m. on ESPNU.
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The Matadors will share the Big West title with conference rivals UCSB and Hawaii after defeating the
Aggies in five sets on Saturday night on the road.

ALEX VEJAR
DAILY SUNDIAL

THE MATADORS (2-5)
were blitzed by a huge run
for a second straight game
and fell to the Utah State
Aggies (5-1) 75-67 on Sat-
urday night.

CSUN held their big-
gest lead of the game when
junior guard Janae Sharpe
scored a layup in traffic
after almost fumbling away
the ball, putting the Mata-
dors up eight with 13:43
left in the first half. But the
Aggies put together a 19-2
run in the next seven min-
utes and never looked back.

Junior guard Cinnamon
Lister led Northridge in
scoring with 18 points on
6-16 shooting while junior
center Camille Mahlknecht
notched her first double-
double of the season with
11 points and 12 rebounds.

Senior guard Jennifer
Schlott had a game-high
27 points and added seven
assists for Utah State.

With the Aggies down
six in the first half, Schlott
drilled a step-back three,
pulling them to within three

gies over CSUN

points. Then sophomore
guard Makenlee Williams
decided to join the three-
point party and knocked
down two straight bombs
from downtown, giving Utah
State a 27-24 lead.

CSUN could not do much
to stop the Aggies after that,
only scoring seven points
the rest of the period. The
Matadors trailed the Aggies
45-31 at the half.

Schlott dominated the
first half for Utah State,
scoring 18 points and mak-
ing two three-pointers.

“There was a progression
of different players assigned
to (Schlott) in our man-to-
man defense, and she got
comfortable early and she
played like she was comfort-
able,” head coach Brandon
Flowers said. “She was the
major factor in the first half
as far as their offense and
being successful on that end.”

Sophomore center Berna-
dette Fong felt a lack of exe-
cution contributed to the first
half woes for the Matadors.

“I just felt like maybe we
should have just pushed hard-
er earlier instead of waiting,”
said Fong, who finished with
12 points and 10 rebounds,
the first double-double of her
career. “We had a game plan

when we came, and we just
didn’t execute it as early as
we should’ve.”

The second half started
with a three-point shot by
junior guard Ashlee Guay,
who scored all of her 14
points in the second half,
which cut the Aggie lead
to 11. But Utah State blew
open the game with a 9-2
run that resulted in a 54-36
Utah State lead with 15:33
left in the contest.

But CSUN would not go
quietly into the night. Guay
knocked down one of her
four second-half three-point-
ers, igniting a 14-2 Matador
run punctuated by a Fong
putback off a Lister miss.
Fong was fouled on the play
and made the free throw, cut-
ting the CSUN deficit to only
six with 9:26 remaining.

“Bernadette has the abil-
ity to be very good for us,”
Flowers said. “I think as
this year has progressed
and continues to progress,
you’re going to see more
and more out of her as far as
what she’s able to do as far
as rebounding the basketball
and then scoring inside.”

After three Utah State free
throws and another Guay
three-pointer, Schlott stole
the ball and converted an

easy layup. That started a 9-2
Utah State spurt capped off
by five straight points from
Williams and another layup
by Schlott, sealing the win.

The Matadors struggled
against Utah State’s aggres-
sive trapping defense, com-
mitting 12 turnovers in the
first half and 20 for the game.
The Aggies ran at every pos-
sible opportunity as a result,
scoring 17 fast break points
to CSUN’s zero.

“Most, if not all, of (Utah
State’s fast break points)
came off of our turnovers,”
Flowers said.

Mahlknecht thought her
team was close to a come-
from-behind victory.

“Honestly, 1 think
we just ran out of time,”
Mahlknecht said. “We were
down at the start of the sec-
ond half but I think we ral-
lied and if there was a little
more time on the clock, we
would’ve come back.”

The Matadors took last
place in the Radisson Hotel
Chatsworth  Thanksgiving
Basketball Classic with Sat-
urday’s loss. CSUN also lost
their first game of the tourna-
ment Friday night against the
Santa Clara Broncos, 66-61,
after surrendering a 14-2
scoring run late in the game.





