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Cover photo from Sundial fi le. The earthquake destroyed Parking 
Structure C on Jan. 17, 1994 in Northridge, Calif.
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Dear Sundial readers,

� e � rst spring issue of the magazine falls on the 30-year anniversary of the 1994 
Northridge earthquake. With every building on campus damaged, the earthquake 
and its e� ects are integral to the identity of California State University, Northridge. In 
this issue, we highlight the diverse group of people who rebuilt and recovered our San 
Fernando Valley home, from faculty to alumni.

While 30 years is a long time, the impact of the earthquake reverberates through-
out campus. A parking structure collapsed in on itself, wings of the University 
Library were severely damaged and the former Fine Arts building was destroyed. 
� rough tireless work from many people, spring classes started only two weeks past 
schedule, four weeks a� er the earthquake. With the Lindley Library Dome and other 
temporary buildings, students studied amidst ongoing construction.

Manzanita Hall, the home of the Sundial newsroom, was built to replace the Fine 
Arts building and opened in 2001. Other buildings were repaired and rebuilt over 
time under strict earthquake safety regulations. We are currently seeing the intro-
duction of multiple buildings across campus, including Maple Hall, which was cov-
ered in the � rst fall issue of the magazine last year. Our ever-evolving campus grows 
to � t the needs of students while remaining safe and sustainable.

� is month, we remember not solely the earthquake, but the people a� ected and 
those who made the past 30 years a reality.
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YESTERDAY’S NEWS

Clippings Capsule
WRITTEN BY MAYA MORALES

These newspaper clippings were published by �e 
Daily Sundial following the 1994 Northridge 
earthquake. A reported 56 people, including two 

California State University, Northridge students, lost their 
lives that night. Many buildings on and around campus 
were damaged, leaving students and residents displaced 
and frightened. �e clippings capture the residents’ shock 
and search for relief in tragedy. Even facing disaster, CSUN 
remained hopeful they would recover and prioritized 
keeping their students safe when coming back to campus.

On Jan. 17, 1995, President Bill Clinton 
visited California State University, 
Northridge to congratulate the campus 
on its recovery e�orts and assure students 
they would still receive assistance from 
the Federal Emergency Management 
Agency.

Vice President Al Gore visited CSUN 
the year of the quake praising how quickly 
the campus recovered and claimed that 
the federal government would “go all out” 
assisting the campus in further recovery. 

Residents on the sidewalk outside the morning following the quake.

Continued on next page
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YESTERDAY’S NEWS

CSUN students Manuel Sandoval and Jaime Reyes
tragically lost their lives when the second and third �oors of the 
Northridge Meadows Apartments collapsed.

�e images depict an entire parking structure 
collapsed and lost due to the earthquake’s 
strength. 

�e above image shows where two CSUN so�ball players 
quickly jumped out of their apartment, where rescue teams 
went to save �rst-story residents, and where two CSUN students 
lost their lives from the �oors collapsing.

�e above map shows how the campus 
buildings were damaged, what parts were closed 
o�, and where they began cleaning up.

Scans taken from Sundial archives.
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Northridge Meadows’ residents recount the night of the 
earthquake. �ey share how it was the most terrifying  
experience they had been through.

Rescue teams explain how they used sonar equipment to 
locate survivors by detecting their breathing. Once they were 
located they would use a hydraulic jack to li� the rubble 
around survivors and pull them out. 

�e images display the substantial amount of damage to the 
Oviatt Library post-earthquake. “...We know that cosmetically 
it looks awful. But apparently, structurally the library is not 
in as bad of shape as it would look to us,” said then President 
Blenda J. Wilson.

In addition to the earthquake damaging buildings, it caused 
3 out of 4 science buildings to catch �re.
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POWER IN NUMBERS

Calculating the Quake

At 4:30 a.m. on Jan. 17, 1994, the 
San Fernando Valley shook.

With a recorded magnitude 
of 6.7, the Northridge earthquake may 
not have been “the big one,” being 
neither of California’s two biggest 
earthquakes of the ’90s, but the densely 
populated location of the quake’s 
epicenter caused a signi� cant loss 
of life and, at the time, the costliest 
earthquake in U.S. history.

Fi� y-seven people died in the 
disaster, many in collapsing apartment 
complexes, according to the National 
Center for Earthquake Engineering 
Research. While the early morning 
timing of the earthquake on Martin 
Luther King Jr. Day signi� cantly 
reduced possible casualties, damages 
equated to an estimated $41 billion 
in direct costs, according to William 
Petak, a professor at the University of 
Southern California.

State reports and inspections 
found 82,000 buildings damaged or 
destroyed. Of the surviving buildings, 
9,441 were yellow-tagged, restricting 
entry. Another 3,060 structures were 
red-tagged, completely banning 
access. Federal reports centered on 
infrastructure identi� ed 212 freeway 
sections needing repair, as well as 
multiple collapsed parking structures 
and bridges.

A� er the disaster, confusion 
was met with a swi�  emergency 
response. Up to 125,000 people 
were deemed temporarily unhoused 
due to the quake, largely due to the 
overrepresentation of apartment 
buildings among damaged structures, 
according to the Los Angeles Daily 
News. State reports note that this 
number was drastically reduced in the 
following weeks. 

Some 11,800 people received 
hospital treatment. Most hospitals 
su� ered little structural damage, a 

testament to earthquake preparedness 
programs in the state that continue to 
be expanded in the wake of the tragedy.

Residential buildings took years 
to rebuild, but most transportation 
infrastructure was fully repaired by 
December 1994, according to a report 

from the Project Management Institute.
Spring classes began two weeks late at 

California State University, Northridge, 
with many students � lling temporary 
portable classrooms, as every building 
on campus needed repairs.

WRITTEN BY ISAAC GAVINO | INFOGRAPHIC BY ISAAC GAVINO    



How to Be
READY       RUMBLE

Earthquakes can happen any-
where, at any place and time, 
so many people in Southern 

California keep go-bags with safety 
essentials. California State Univer-
sity, Northridge, has protocols and 
emergency systems in place, which 
can be found on the Emergency 
Management and Preparedness site.

Some items in a go-bag include 
a � ashlight, batteries, water, a 
� rst-aid kit, a whistle, and non-per-
ishable food. Emergency survival 
backpacks on the market come 
with all the items you would need, 
and they are available at stores like 
Walmart and Amazon. 

To stay safe during an earth-
quake, it is essential to remain 
calm. Dropping to the ground is 
the � rst step when one feels the 
ground shake. � e second 
step is to cover the 
neck and head 
by crawling 

under something sturdy. � e third 
step is to hold the position until 
the shaking stops. It is advised to 
avoid large objects that are likely 
to fall and windows. If someone is 
outside, they should � nd a secluded 
area and avoid trees, light poles, 
and tall buildings. Should someone 
be in a car, they should stop driving 
and put the car in park. 

University protocols are imple-
mented in case of an emergency 
to ensure campus safety, including 
following sta�  directions, evaluat-
ing the surroundings, and evacuat-
ing when needed. Students are not 
to use elevators during emergencies 
and should opt for stairs, according 
to the CSUN Emergency Manage-
ment and Preparedness website.

CSUN’s Campus 
Emergency Opera-

tions Center coor-
dinates resources 
and personnel 

to handle an emergency e� ectively. 
� e center can be found on the 
second � oor of the Department of 
Police Services and students can go 
to it with any emergency-related 
concerns.

Knowing what to do in an 
emergency is vital to staying safe, 
as informed actions are faster than 
uninformed actions. With easy 
access to evacuation maps, students 
can learn exit routes and assembly 
points. Faculty, sta�  and stu-
dents have di� erent respon-
sibilities to keep each other 
safe. CSUN sends email 
updates in emergencies; in-
formation is also available on 
its website and social media. 

WRITTEN BY ALLISON MALTUN
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THE ESSENTIALS
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TECHNOLOGY

Constructive Feedback
How Northridge Rebuilt Itself

Carmen Ramos Chandler heard 
the sound of the earthquake 
before she felt it. It sounded 

like 10 freight trains speeding directly 
towards her house, all at the same time.

It was in the middle of the night, 
just a� er 4:30 a.m. on Jan. 17, 1994. 
Her mattress sat atop a metal box 
frame with four rolling wheels. When 
the 6.7 magnitude earthquake hit, 
the vertical shaking motions forced 
her body up into the air. � en, the 
horizontal shaking motions rolled her 
bed out right from under her, while she 
plummeted to the ground.

Ramos Chandler is the current 
director of media relations at California 
State University, Northridge. But back 
then, she was a reporter for the Los 
Angeles Daily News. Following the 
quake, her newsroom was unsafe to 
enter. It had been damaged heavily, 
and she had to work from home while 
listening to the radio.

Her friend Tony visited CSUN 
shortly a� er the earthquake. He was 
shocked at the destruction. Piles 
of rubble, caved-in classrooms and 
parking structures. Cracks in nearly 
every wall. Staircases woven in jumbled 
messes that looked like an M.C. Escher 
painting. A chemical � re that broke 
out near Bianchi Planetarium and 
forced � re� ghters to wear hazmat suits. 
And he saw the iconic columns of the 
University Library were crumbling. 
� ey were bending. Some had been 

twisted nearly 180 degrees.
He came back hopeless. “� e campus 

will never reopen,” he said.
But it did. � e spring 1994 semester 

started in February, just two weeks 
behind schedule. It was a momentous 
reconstruction e� ort, made possible 
by several state and federal agencies 
and the leadership of CSUN’s then-
President Blenda Wilson.

� e earthquake occurred on a fault 
line that was previously undetected by 
scientists. According to the Southern 
California Earthquake Data Center, 
it “produced the strongest ground 
motions ever instrumentally recorded 
in an urban setting in North America.” 
Its strong up-and-down motions 
combined with side-to-side motions 
created a level of devastation that most 
buildings on campus were not equipped 
to handle.

Each of the 58 buildings on campus 
received some kind of damage. Some 
were in worse shape than others.

George Johnson, currently an 
equipment technician for the cinema 
and television arts department, was 
contracted to help record footage of the 
destruction. � is footage was then sent 
to FEMA, or the Federal Emergency 
Management Agency, to prove the 
extent of the damage and to receive the 
appropriate emergency funds. 

He and several other teams would 
inspect various buildings and capture 
footage on handheld video cameras. 
When deemed safe, they also stepped 
inside to witness books knocked o�  
shelves, desks crumbled to pieces, 

staircases ripped from their walls, and 
piles of glass from broken windows.

A� ershocks, or a series of smaller 
earthquakes a� er the main one, made 
the work dangerous. One building 
Johnson was inspecting suddenly 
shi� ed because of an a� ershock, and 
cement projectiles the size of a bullet 
shot out of the crumbling wall at high 
speeds.

It was harrowing work, but Johnson 
said he did not think about it that way 
in the moment.

“At the time, you understand your 
role is to help the school rebuild. Help 
the students out,” Johnson said. “You 
don’t think about that stu�  at the time.”

A� er inspection, if a building was so 
damaged it was deemed too expensive 
to repair — or cheaper to tear down — 
it was demolished. Johnson compared 
it to car insurance. If an insurance 
company � nds the damage is more 
costly than the value of the car, they 
will not try to � x it.

Four buildings on campus met this 
fate, and were torn down. 

One of them was the South Library. 
It was built in 1959, and was the � rst 
permanent building to be constructed 
on campus back when it was known as 
the San Fernando Valley State College. 
It was originally near Santa Susana 
Hall. � e building was torn down and 
not replaced.

Another was the Fine Arts Building, 
built in 1960. It was the precursor 
to the modern-day Manzanita Hall 
and located in a similar spot. Much 
like its present incarnation, it held a 

WRITTEN BY CLAIRE BOECK 
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combination of classrooms, faculty 
o�  ces, and venues for � ne art events. 
It was demolished three years a� er the 
earthquake, being deemed structurally 
unsafe.

� e University Tower Apartments, a 
seven-story tall dormitory constructed 
in 1969, was also demolished four 
years a� er the quake. However, the 
apartments had been closed since 1991 
due to poor plumbing systems and 
asbestos contamination.

A � ve-level concrete parking 
structure, built just 18 months before 
the quake, famously bent like rubber 
due to shoddy construction that didn’t 
meet earthquake construction codes 
at the time. It was the only building 
on campus to completely collapse. To 
this day, it remains one of the most 
iconic and memorable images following 
the Northridge earthquake. It was 
demolished.

While the spring semester may have 
started in February, reconstruction 
e� orts were far from � nished. 
Professors worked out of their 
cars, trailers and houses in nearby 
neighborhoods. Students had classes 
under trees, on lawns, � elds and inside 
large mylar tents. A 10,000-square foot 
tent named the Lindley Library Dome 
temporarily housed � ne arts collections 
and acted as a makeshi�  study area. All 
the while, construction workers and 
engineers from all around the country 
� ew in to help.

President Wilson was adamant the 
reconstruction would not get in the way 

of students’ success.
“She told me, ‘Socrates did not 

teach in the classroom. Aristotle did 
not teach in the classroom,’” Ramos 
Chandler said, quoting Wilson. “‘All I 
need to ensure education takes place 
are faculty who are willing to teach and 
students who are willing to learn.’”

Months a� er the earthquake, Ramos 
Chandler was working at CSUN. � ere 
were still groups of engineers on the 
campus sent by FEMA to assess damage 
and assist with reconstruction. One 
of the engineers let her in on just how 
destructive the earthquake had been for 
the campus.

“It was as if a giant on campus had 
reached down and picked up the 
University Library, the entire building, 
and li� ed it up about 10, 15 feet, and 
then let go,” Ramos Chandler said. “He 
said that’s what it did to every single 
building on campus.”

In 2023, CSUN buildings are 
constructed a lot di� erently. All 
campuses in the California State 
University system are required to go 
through an intensive seismic review 
process for the construction of any 
new building, a process that didn’t exist 
prior to the Northridge earthquake.

It begins at the very start of the 
planning stage, with engineers creating 
computer models and simulations 
to determine structural weak points. 
� ese models are also used on pre-
existing buildings to determine if they 
need to be seismically retro� tted, or 
upgraded to better withstand future 
earthquakes. � en, seismic engineers 

remain present throughout the entirety 
of the construction process to make 
sure things are going as planned.

Kenneth Rosenthal, the associate 
vice president of facilities development 
and operations, said that the safety 
of all students is “paramount” when 
designing new CSUN buildings.

“� at’s the number one thing we’re 
concerned with,” he said.

� e seismic assessments cost a 
considerable chunk of change, but 
Rosenthal thinks it is well worth it. He 
says it is better to pay a small amount 
now than pay an even bigger price tag 
to repair a faulty building damaged in a 
future earthquake.

Not only does it cost money, it also 
costs time. Rosenthal says most people 
do not expect construction projects 
to take as much time as they do. � e 
planned Sierra Hall renovation, for 
instance, is planned to take around 
three years.

“� e Northridge earthquake 
happened in 1994, and we 
fundamentally didn’t � nish rebuilding 
the campus until roughly 2004, so it 
was a 10-year process,” Rosenthal said. 
“It took a decade to put the campus 
completely back together again.”

If the “Big One” ever rears its head 
soon, it is safe to say that CSUN will be 
prepared.

“If we had an earthquake of that size 
again, I guarantee you, I want to be at 
CSUN,” Ramos Chandler said. “I feel 
safer at CSUN than anywhere else in 
Southern California.”

Left: Photo by Rodrigo Hernandez. Right: Scan from George Johnson.
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The University Library, 
formerly known as the 
Oviatt, after the quake, 

January 1994.



George Johnson is no stranger 
to earthquakes. He grew up all 
over the San Fernando Valley, 

moving from West Hills to Northridge 
to Mission Hills and back to 
Northridge again. Like one big seismic 
wave, his life became intertwined with 
the Northridge earthquake. 

Johnson studied television and 
� lm production at California State 
University, Northridge. He graduated 
in 1984 and landed a job with the 
Federal Emergency Management 
Agency as a videographer soon a� er. 

He considers himself homegrown, 
so leaving FEMA to return to his 

Matador roots was a welcomed change. 
“Call it fate or whatever - it took an 
earthquake to bring me back and keep 
me here.”  

� ings aligned for Johnson in 1994, 
when a 6.7 magnitude earthquake 
hit Northridge. Like many areas in 
the San Fernando Valley, CSUN’s 
infrastructure was completely 
damaged. 

Cracked sidewalks and broken-down 
buildings made the campus look like 
a war zone. “It was horrible what the 
quake did, and I wanted to prove what 
I was seeing,” Johnson said. 

Working for FEMA allowed 

Johnson to o� er his services in 
capturing footage of the damages. “I 
was just an outside contractor. My 
previous employment contract was 
up, and the [cinema and television 
arts] department was advertising my 
current job. I applied and got it,” he 
explained. 

As an equipment technician, 
Johnson has been digitizing 
earthquake footage for CSUN. “I was 
the only person from my department 
here. And one of the things that I did 
was scan all the earthquake pictures 
that were taken here, and then I 
donated the original pictures to the 
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The interior of the Fine Arts building after the quake and an aisle of fallen books in the University Library, January 1994.



library archives.” 
Prior to the earthquake, CSUN’s 

physical landscape consisted of more 
grass and trees. � at isn’t the case 
anymore. “� ere are more buildings. 
And I think that is because of the 
growth. � ere are so many more 
students here now, and they need a 
place to have a classroom or a place 
to learn, but some of the original 
landscaping is still on campus,” 
Johnson said.

Rebuilding CSUN was not an 
easy task. According to Johnson, it 
took upwards of 10 years to get the 
campus fully functioning. Present-

day Manzanita Hall was among the 
buildings torn down around 1996. 

“FEMA has a rule that if there’s a 
building that’s lost, they have to tear 
down and replace the physical building 
or something close to it. But it took 
quite a few years before they got the 
campus back to the way it is today,” 
Johnson explained. 

Digitized earthquake footage has 
been sectioned into four phases. � e 
� rst phase consists of physical damages 
of all the buildings, particularly 
inventory. 

“Videographers would go into 
somebody’s o�  ce, maybe their VCR 

was on the � oor, the computers. So 
they made sure to capture that,” 
Johnson said. 

� e � rst phase of the footage also 
consisted of handy work. When it 
came to restoring electricity, CSUN 
brought in structural inspectors and 
maintenance people who specialized in 
electrical. 

“If they were coming in this room, in 
the electrical tradition, the structural 
inspector would be walking around 
and looking at loose wires. � e 
carpenter would see some ceiling tiles 
down, and someone else would say 
there is a piece of an air conditioning 

“It was horrible what the quake did, and I wanted to prove what I was seeing” 
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The interior of the Fine Arts building after the quake and an aisle of fallen books in the University Library, January 1994. Johnson looking at the construction of Manzanita Hall around 1999.
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Johnson on site 
at the demolition 
of the Fine Arts 
building in 1998.



hose hanging out. Each expert in 
their � eld would talk about what they 
saw that needed to be � xed,” Johnson 
explained. 

� e second phase also included 
inventory footage. � e third phase 
is perhaps the largest, consisting of 
260 tapes. “Phase three is basically 
reconstruction.”

 � e reconstruction is followed 
by phase four, which is the end of 
reconstruction and the general day-to-
day canvas of campus. Phase four has 
around 200 tapes. 

“Since August, I have digitized all of 
phase one. I started two, but it was 
really boring. So I stopped phase two, 
and moved directly into phase three, 
which is what I’m working on now.” 

Johnson has range with his cra� ; he 
normally gets through a minimum of 
four tapes or a maximum of 10 tapes 
done in a day. 

“� ere was never any documentation 
like that done for the school. Now that 
we are doing the earthquake stu� , 
now is a good time to get that done for 
prosperity,” Johnson said. 

Most of the footage is not so 
glamorous. All accidents were required 
to be documented. “I was just looking 
at a tape the other day where a guy was 
working in an electrical room, and he 
got shocked. So sometimes there were 

accidents, and we had to record stu�  
like that,” Johnson said. 

Nonetheless, Johnson believes some 
good came from the earthquake. “I 
would say the buildings needed to be 
better, and now they are stronger.” 

A� er the earthquake, administrators 
needed to revamp the campus’s 
west side. Manzanita Hall and the 
newly-built Maple Hall did not exist. 
“Manzanita Hall was not the original 
building on this lot. � ere used to be 
a library that was at one end of the lot 
and a � ne arts building that took up 
the rest of it,” Johnson explained. 

� e creation of Manzanita Hall, 
which houses the Mike Curb College 
of Arts, Media, and Communications, 
led to a revitalization of its programs. 
“Journalism got a nice studio, CTVA 
and [communication] studies got 
rooms they never had before.” 

Johnson is looking forward to 
completing his digitizing project, but 
the project has also enabled him to 
re� ect on how the earthquake helped 
the campus evolve. 

“I think the infrastructure is better. 
� ere are a lot of places with Wi-Fi 
connected to the building on the 
outside, so students can use their 
devices all across the campus. So the 
earthquake bene� ted us ultimately,” 
Johnson said.

Like many areas in the San Fernando Valley, 
CSUN’s infrastructure was completely damaged.
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Cantando

The ballad “I’ll Make Love to 
You,” written by singer Baby-
face and performed by Boyz II 
Men, was a commercial success, 
landing third on Billboard’s 
year-end list. With 14 weeks 
atop the Hot 100 chart, the song 
tied Houston’s aforementioned 
cover for the most weeks at No. 
1. The song won Best R&B 
Performance by a Duo or Group 
with Vocals at the 1995 Grammy 
Awards and is exemplary of 
R&B’s dominance in the ’90s.

The group All-4-One 
showcased their vocal abilities 
on the ballad “I Swear,” which 
Billboard ranked second. The 
song was an R&B cover of a 
country song, reminiscent of 
the genre-swapping success of 
Whitney Houston’s cover of “I 
Will Always Love You” two years 
prior, and both covers remain 
staples of marriage receptions. 
All-4-One’s rendition is one of 
their signature tracks and won 
Best Pop Performance by a Duo 
or Group with Vocals at the 
1995 Grammy Awards.

Another covered ballad, 
“The Power of Love” by Celine 
Dion ranked fourth on Billboard’s 
year-end list. Dion’s fi rst Hot 
100-topping song also reached 
No. 1 in Canada and Australia, 
becoming the best-selling song 
by a woman in 1994. The vocal 
prowess of Dion is on display 
during the fi ve-minute song, 
which tells a story of devotion 
to one’s partner, refl ecting the 
trend of romantic ballads in the 
decade.

The Power of Love
Celine Dion

I Swear
All-4-One

I’ll Make Love to You
Boyz II Men

Ace of Base’s reggae-inspired Europop single 
“The Sign” was the top Billboard-ranked song 
of 1994. Despite its release the year prior, 
the song had stable success throughout 1994 
and earned a Grammy nomination in 1995 
for Best Pop Performance by a Duo or Group 
with Vocals. The song’s success also showed 
the power of Swedish-made pop music and 
paved the way for the prominence of Swedish 
musicians and producers in the global market.

The Sign
Ace of Base

The 90’s saw a mainstream love for R&B and romantic ballads. Billboard listed the following songs as the year-end top fi ve of 
1994, the year of the earthquake. As the forefront of American music charts, success on Billboard translates to widespread 
popularity in the States. Before people streamed music on Spotify, high charting songs reached their peaks with pure sales 

and radioplay. These are the songs people bought on CDs and tuned into on their car radios.

The elusive chanteuse Mariah 
Carey is a chart-topping 
juggernaut and Billboard 
ranked her fan-favorite ballad 
“Hero” fi fth on their year-end 
list. The triple-platinum certifi ed 
song’s themes of perseverance 
and inner strength made it one 
of Carey’s signature songs, 
with a performance at Barack 
Obama’s inauguration over a 
decade after its release. While 
not Carey’s favorite song, she 
performs the Grammy-nominated 
track consistently in hopes the 
message resonates with someone 
in the audience.

Hero
Mariah Carey

Data from Billboard.Data from Billboard.
Infographic by Sasha Alikhanov.
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“The Lion King” 
is an animated Disney musical 
set in Africa. The epic was the 
highest worldwide grossing fi lm of 
1994, with staple performances 
by James Earl Jones, Nathan 
Lane, Whoopi Goldberg, and 
more stars. The narrative was 
accompanied by music from 
Elton John, Tim Rice and Hans 
Zimmer. The fi lm follows a 
Shakespeare-inspired story of 
Simba fi nding his way back to 
his place in the circle of life.

“True Lies” 
is a comedy-action fi lm that 
follows Harry Tasker, played by 
Arnold Schwarzenegger, and his 
struggle to balance being a spy, 
husband and father. The James 
Cameron-written and directed 
project was the third-highest 
worldwide grossing fi lm of 1994, 
and the fi rst to cost $100 million, 
a record Cameron doubled with 
“Titanic” in 1997. Jamie Lee 
Curtis won a Golden Globe 
Award for her performance 
as Helen, Harry’s wife, who 
is seeking adventure amidst a 
midlife crisis.

“Forrest Gump”
 is a comedy-drama that follows 
Tom Hanks as the titular 
character. The fi lm was named 
Best Picture, among other Academy 
Awards, and ranked second in 
worldwide gross. With fi ve other 
Oscars, the multi-award winning 
movie about a man’s complex life 
from All-American football to the 
Watergate scandal is a staple in 
pop culture and is in the National 
Film Registry for its signifi cance.

“The Mask”
is a comedy fi lm starring Jim 
Carrey, based on the comic 
book series of the same name. 
When Carrey’s character puts on 
a green wooden mask, the shy 
bank clerk becomes a cartoonish 
version of his inner self. The fi lm 
had the fourth-highest worldwide 
gross of the year, with a $32 
million budget and an over $351 
million worldwide gross, which 
made it the most profi table comic 
book adaptation until it was 
surpassed in 2019 by “Joker.”

“Speed”
is an action fi lm that follows 
public transportation passengers 
as they operate a bus that will 
explode if it goes under 50 
mph. The fi lm won the Academy 
Awards for best sound effects 
editing and best sound, while 
ranking fi fth in worldwide gross 
of 1994. Keanu Reeves is Jack 
Traven, a bomb disposal offi cer 
trying to diffuse the situation, 
alongside Sandra Bullock in her 
breakthrough role as Annie Porter, 
an everyday person who took 
control of the bus as it barreled 
through Los Angeles.

The top fi lms of 1994 went on to become staples people have enjoyed in the theater and in the comfort of their homes. The 
following fi lms were ranked by their year-end worldwide gross, according to Box Offi ce Mojo by IMBDb Pro. Looking at 
the fi lms that shaped the year sets the scene for pop culture at the time. Among the fi ve titles are household names whose 

stardom skyrocketed after the success of their performances.

Data from Box Offi ce Mojo by IMDbPro.
Infographic by Sasha Alikhanov.



Remembering
Student Volunteer

E�orts
Thirty years ago, an earthquake 

desolated the San Fernando 
Valley. Buildings were destroyed, 

locals were devastated and California 
State University, Northridge crumbled. 
With community e�orts, though, the 
college quickly recuperated and was 
soon up and running a�er a month.

A monument was later erected by 
CSUN’s then-President Blenda Wilson, 
who was hired in 1992, to commemo-
rate and acknowledge the faculty and 
sta� of the university, but a crucial part 
was missing — a dedication to students 
who put in the extra e�ort and time to 
volunteer.

During his undergraduate studies, 
CSUN alumnus Aquiles Morales worked 
as a community service o�cer and 
student volunteer. In partnership with 
the campus police services, Morales and 
other student volunteers dedicated time 
to assisting the campus and the com-
munity with anything needed a�er the 
earthquake.

Morales was living in an apartment on 
Reseda Boulevard and Prairie Street at 
the time. He said the surrounding area 
had been wrecked.

“Everything around where I lived was 
pretty badly damaged, and it was pretty 
scary,” he said. 

Morales, who was studying sociology, 
said that the earthquake heavily impact-
ed the community and le� students in 
uncertainty. 

“�e campus that I knew when I �rst 
got to [CSUN] and the way that it was 
had completely changed,” Morales said. 
“I had classes in Sierra Hall and they 

were pretty damaged, so we couldn’t 
go in. As students, it really impacted 
us because we had to adjust to being in 
makeshi� classrooms.”

Bungalows were put in place of 
classrooms, but because the earthquake 
happened in January, students had 
to weather rain and mud to continue 
attending class.

“Because that happened in January, 
you go through a season of winds, cold 
and rain, and that January it really start-
ed to come down,” Morales said. “A lot 
of the areas where these bungalows were 
set had a bunch of dirt and grass areas, 
so we had to walk through a bunch of 
mud too. It was pretty nasty.”

A�er the campus had more or less 
been restored, Morales said the monu-
ment Wilson presented a year a�er the 

earthquake felt like a slap in the face. 
It only mentioned the faculty and sta� 
who helped the university, but not the 
students who volunteered just as much 
time.

“We dedicated a lot of our own time 
too, not just our school environment 
where we were trying to learn what we 
were going to school for, but at the same 
time we were working,” Morales said. “I 
felt a little betrayed by my school, but 
particularly by the school president, 
because I would’ve thought she would’ve 
also acknowledged the students on the 
plaque.”

In response, Morales felt like some-
thing needed to be said and that the stu-
dents needed to be recognized in some 
capacity for their e�orts, so he wrote a 
letter to the editor at �e Daily Sundial 
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and Wilson to express his frustrations 
with the lack of acknowledgement. He 
suggested students should have at least 
been added to the plaque.

“I’m not asking that a building be built 
for us, but why not add on the names 
of those few dedicated students who 
worked within the � rst month a� er the 
earthquake to the monument?” his letter 
read. “We all helped for the betterment 
of our university and should be recog-
nized equally.”

Shortly a� er, Morales received a letter 
in the mail, handwritten by Wilson. She 
apologized for not including students 
in the plaque, but added that her reason 

was because the faculty and sta�  would 
be at the university for more years to 
come.

“I felt like that was a slap in the 
face, with all honesty,” Morales said. 
“I thought, ‘Well, okay, I get it. � ey’re 
working there and may be for the next 
few years, but I’m going to be an alumni. 
Is that not anything important?’”

He added that while he was not trying 
to discredit the e� orts of other faculty 
members, he felt the recognition was 
unbalanced.

“I honestly don’t remember faculty 
members, beyond maybe the police of-
� cers and maintenance people, being on 

the campus because it happened so early 
in the morning and it was a Monday,” he 
said. “� ere were some of us that were 
there literally right a� er it happened, 
like, within an hour or two.” 

Morales also received a letter from 
then-chair of the sociology department 
Harvey E. Rich, who thanked him for 
his work as a community service o�  cer.

Even now, Morales said he still re� ects 
on what he experienced and how the 
ordeal le�  an indelible mark.

“It was something that happened, and 
I still understand the passion I had then 
about what happened to now,” he said. “I 
still feel the same.”
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Left page: Aquiles in 
front of a Christmas 
tree. Photo by Trisha 
Anas. Upper right 
page: A close up of 
Aquiles holding a 
scan of his letter to 
the editor. Photo by 
Trisha Anas. Lower 
right page: Two 
scans of the photos 
above Aquiles’ letter.



CAMPUS TALK

A Garden 
from the Rubble

While most students currently 
attending California State 
University, Northridge, are 

not old enough to remember the 1994 
earthquake, there are a few locations 
where the quake and the people who 
dedicated themselves to rebuilding the 
campus in its a�ermath are memorial-
ized, such as the Lauretta Wasserstein 
Earthquake Sculpture Garden.

Before sunrise on Jan. 17, 1994, a 
6.7 magnitude earthquake violently 
shook Northridge and the surrounding 
areas, claiming the lives of at least 57 
people and injuring about 9,000 others. 
Because the earthquake struck early in 
the morning, very few people were on 
campus, which minimized potential 
injuries and fatalities. Two of the fatal-
ities, though, were CSUN students Jai-
me Reyes and Manuel Sandoval, who 
were roommates at the Northridge 
Meadows Apartments.

Many buildings and streets across 
the San Fernando Valley su�ered heavy 
damage. Infrastructure that was not 
built to endure earthquakes of such 
magnitude collapsed, streets caved in, 
exposing dangerous gas pipes, and even 
parts of Interstate 10 Freeway. In total, 
around $20 billion were spent on dam-
age repairs following the quake.

CSUN was not le� untouched by 
the earthquake, as the campus itself 
sustained damage as well. Some of the 
most notable pictures of the earthquake 
are of the University Library, as much 
of the overhanging roof had collapsed 
to the �oor outside. While the main 
body of the library endured the earth-
quake, two wings were so badly dam-
aged that they had to be demolished 
and rebuilt.

Other structures weren’t so lucky. An 
entire parking structure on Zelzah Ave-
nue built two years prior collapsed in on 
itself as a result of the numerous a�er-

shocks that followed the earthquake.
�e estimated $400 million of dam-

ages to CSUN were so extensive that 
reconstruction of the campus did not 
o�cially conclude until 2007.

Despite the damage to the campus, 
CSUN has endured long a�er the 
Northridge earthquake. However, even 
30 years later the quake’s impact can 
still be felt across the San Fernando 
Valley and CSUN.

Located near the intersection of 
Lindley Avenue and the Mike Curb 
College Arts Walk, the Lauretta Wass-
erstein Sculpture Garden – also known 
as the Earthquake Garden – was made 
in remembrance of the massive quake 
that shook the campus to its core.

Originally erected in 2003, the 
Earthquake Garden was a collaborative 
e�ort between artist Margy Sievers 
and landscape architect Paul Lewis. It 
was named in honor of CSUN health 
science professor, Lauretta Wasserstein, 
who passed away a decade prior.

�e gardens consist of numerous 
structures fashioned from rubble 
le� over from some of the damaged 
buildings. One titled Column Under 
Pressure is a large bent pillar from the 
toppled parking structure that juts out 
of the ground and leans against a rock 
as a form of support. 

Further back, a smaller pillar with 
exposed, mangled rebar sits at the start 
of a small, uneven path that leads to 
the central portion of the garden. �is 
pillar is adorned with a plaque, bearing 
the garden’s namesake and all those 
who contributed to its construction. 

Even some items present at the gar-
den meant for student leisure and rest 
were originally debris as well, such as 
the two Rubble Benches. One features a 
large crack in its center, revealing its in-
nards. �e other is a more intact piece, 

tagged with bright red gra�ti.
While every structure in the garden 

contains symbolic references to the 
Northridge earthquake, not all of them 
are recycled pieces of campus wreck-
age. �e largest art piece in the garden, 
Seismic Rings, is located at the center. 
�is structure consists of six rings that 
grow in size as they get farther from 
their epicenter, a visual allusion to the 
6.7 magnitude earthquake.

In a 2003 article written for Commu-
nity@CSUN, Sievers shared that while 
her house was destroyed by the earth-
quake, she was quick to start painting 
and photographing the damage le� in 
the wake of the incident. It was when 
she saw the damage at CSUN that the 
initial idea for what would become the 
garden took root.

“In the destruction and contorted 
and bent structures were shapes and 
forms that re�ected elements of beauty,” 
Sievers was quoted in the article.

While it might be the most iconic 
art piece on campus related to the 
event, the Earthquake Garden is not 
the only monument erected as a result 
of the quake. Near the Sierra Quad 
and Magnolia Hall are two permanent 
installations; one was erected in 1995 
and was dedicated to the hundreds of 
faculty and sta� members who helped 
deal with the quake’s a�ermath and 
got the campus reopened to the public 
within a month.

�e other is a courtyard with a 
plaque commemorating former CSUN 
president Blenda Wilson, who oversaw 
the university while it was under recon-
struction. �e courtyard was dedicated 
to Wilson in 2014, 20 years a�er the 
earthquake.

While CSUN has long since recovered 
from the earthquake, the memory of it is 
instilled for anyone to come and see.
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